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MAKING LITTLE OF THE 8IGNS OF
THE COVENANT.

BY REV, W, T. MCMULLEN.

T -.any it hag probably been a puzzlo
how the outting of Samson's hair could have
wrought such a marvellous transformation
on the man of giant strength who rent the
lion limb from limb as if it had Leen a kid,
and who ecnrriod the gate of the city of
Guza, posts and all, o the top of the hill
before Hebron, to turn his captors into ridi-
cule. Morcaver, the other expedients which
Delilah had previously tried, scomed far
more likely to accomplish the object which
she had in view, than the one wnich
finally proved successful. Did then Sam-
son's strongth lie in his hair? Certainly
not. No interpretation of the narrative
eould bo further from the truth, and yet the
cutting of his hair manifestly resulted in his
strength departing from him. What then
is the explanation of the sceming enigma ?
Samson was n Nazarite by the divection of
God, and the act of his parents, and by his
covenant obligations he was bound to ob-
serve those conditions, understood to be

§ symbolic of a negative, positive and relative

pxity, and these cxternal conditions, signs
and pledges of his covennnt standing were
abstinence from the fruit of the vine in any
and every form, avoiding all contact with
the dead, and . rmitting his hair to grow to
its natural length.

These were vory simple and easy condi-
tions, but that the neglect or violation of
any one of them involved tragic conse-
quenoes, Samvon’s subsequent history im-
pressively illustrates. It wasmnot the mere
losis of his hair, but the forfeiture of his
covenant standing, as & Nazarite, by his
placing one of the signs of his consecration
at the disposal of the inquisitive and heart-
less Dolilah, that was the real cause why
% his strength went from him."”

And to every covenant that God hasmade
with his people, he has been plensed to
attach certain external and visible tokensor
signs, very simple in themselves, butin
their relative importance, capable of being
meagured by the covenant to which they
were attached. It was a marvellously
simple and easy sign that was attached to
the Eden covenant as the test of man’s obe-
dience and tlie pledge of his security, but to
tamper or trifle with that sign was to make
the appalling-experiment of what a breach
of the covenant meant and how far its con-
sequénces would extend. In like manner
the sign of the Passover Covenant was very
simple and easy of observance—the eprink-
ling.of the blood—but to disparage its im-
portance oud neglect its use was simply to
forfeit the protection from the destroying
angel, which God promised to every house
on which the sprinkled blood was found.
To the covenant of grace there are attached
certain sensible signs too, baptism and the
Tord's Supper, very simple in themsclves,
but unspeakably sublime and solemn in
their significance. A bit of sealing wax or
» wafer is s very simple thing in itself, but
it is not tho least suitable on that account,
when affixed to  bond, to scrve as the re-
cognized sign of the formal ratifieation of
that agreement, and of its acknowledged
binding nature on each of the contracting
parties. And it were the claimaxof folly to
disparage that seal, or tamper with it be-
cause of it being such a simple thing in
itself. Nothing short of extreme ignorance
or a desire to rob the document of its
validity, could account for such a procedure.
Now there are many ways in which the
covenant of grace may be mado little of,
and spivitual consequences incurred in
striking analogy to the startlingand melan-
choly change in the circumstances of Sam-
son so simply brought about. He hoped
that his covenant standing as a Nazarite
atill held good, but the Lord was departed
from him and his strength was gone! Tet
those who, like Samson, have by the np-
pointment of God and the act of thoeir pavents,
hiad the sign of covenant consecration to
God, put on them in baplism bewave of
thoughtlessly forfeiting every benefit the
covenant briugs to them, by slighting their
baptism and the covenant of whichit is a
aeal, acting ns if that baptism meant no-
thing, and mstead of cleaving to the coven-
snt, in Chyist asthatinwhich their strength
Lies, permitting evil associates of the world
to entice them into practical abandonment
of it s Delilah enticed Samson. Baptism
isnot salvation, yet it signifies and seals your
ingrafting into Cluist, your partaking ol the
bencfits of the covenant of grace, and your
eugagement to be the Lord's. Your coven.
ant yolation is not the less valid, nor the
bonefits less secure to you on God's part
Phecariés tlio transuction took place in your

Iaacy, for the history of Samaon's Nazax-
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And is it not equally periloua by wilful
nogleot or sinful irregulnnty in reforenco to
the Lord’s Supper, to make hitle of this
othor sign and genl of the covenant 2 Byan
heartless ontward obrervance we may pro-
fano it, but what languago ean fully duscribe
the daring and perilous peradvonture to
which those are committing themselves who
treat it with noglect, and assumo that its
obaervance cr non-observanceis a matter of
indifferenco? Was it not in just sachn
spirit of presumed securily that Samson
{rifled with ono of tho signs of his Nazarite-
ship, and in consequence discovered * that
the Lord was departed from him ?”

THE RIGHT SORT OF RELIGION.

RY K. C.

There is nothing which, to ordinary
rightly disposed persons, 1t is more casy to
talk about than religion. But it most of
oux religious talking, thero1s very little Ie-
ligion. Thore is just as much difference
between talking about religion and religion
itself, as between talking about going to the
sun and going there.

Everybody sees the difforence.  Some
porsons havo long been alive {o the diffor-
etice, and have, with some enrnestness, been
striving to rise nbove mere religious talking
fnto the peaceful, joyful atmosphers of re-
ligion itself. But the great question is how !
Religlon is like o Inke of pure, transparent
wator, with not & weed protruding its head
{o remind you of the slimy bottom, But,
aronnd it stretches the muddy waters of
formal religiousness. Continually your boat
is grounded, continually the oar becomes
entangled among the weeds, before you can
shoot out into clear and open sailing. *“We
feel,” peoplo say, “that we want to attainto
{rue religion in our language and lives ; but
our tongues are always paralyzed, our
hands are in irons, when we try to speak or
act a5 wo imagine n religious man would
speak or act. We never get beyond the
“common-places,”” Wo like to hear about
the experience of Chrisian people. But we
lhvend experience of our own—at least
none that is so clear and intelligible;that we
can shape it into words.”

Peoplo talk about whatever them hearts
are fullest of. If they think most about
decroes they will run into Calvanism and
that kind of conversation. If they think
most of Christ they will talk a good deal
about him. Some people know that thoy
should not speak about business and poli-
tics on Sabbath; and they find instend a
very dry subject for very constrained con-
versation 1n the criticism of the pastor or
the seandal of the congregation. That is
about their nearest approach to religion.

What 13 religion ? I venturo to say that
nine out of ten of thoss who have the short.
er catechim at their tongue’s end caunot
answer that question. Let us sce.  Wo all
go this far, that religon is something more
than simply profession; that, if itis any
real thing, it must appenr it amen’s living.
But what do we eapect a religious man to
do? He will certainly not sware, nor
drink, nor lie nor stenl, nor profane the
day of the Lord. Is there anythiug
else that he will not do? Perhaps a few
more sins may be added to the forbidden
list, and many would consider such a life to
be not unworthy of & Christinn.  DBut somo
would incline to add that there are sonie-
things that he must do. He must bo a
Biblo-reader. Ilo must pray sometimes
and bo pretty 1egulardy in his pew on Sab.
bath. 'Tomost persons, these observances
will do very well for a profcssor of religion
although, ifhe is to bo considered avery pious
man, he must notlaugh miueh, and sboveall
things hie must never dunce.

A man may dv all these things and be no
better than an anfidel.  Thousunds of «a-
concerted men have done them all - Unless
rehigion is sotnething ole, and above all
theso tlungs, it is nothing. When o man
has no open vices, all that you can say is
that lie 15 not an inunoral man, that ho has
not deseended to the grosser furmns of wick-
edness. When a man is a rigid Sabbat-
arian and » maker of long prayers, he may
noveortheless, be just as great a hypocrito as
any of those against whom Christ Jesus ut-
tered his most fearful * Woes.”

Religion has very little to do with mere
negations, What is valuablo in it is what
i8 jositive, Tho rcot from which it grows
is faith in Jesus Christ as a Saviour, One
of its positive clements is that habit of mind
and heart by which we habitually livein
the prosence of God and sec as present Him
who 13 invisible; by which we fee) His power,
by which we hear His voice when he speaks
to us thiough His Word or throngh our
own conseiences,  Another positive element
is that focling of helplessness that begets
trustfulnoss in God, Another is the con-
scaration of oue's powsrs and tulcnts to the

promotion of his work. Another is thay
spirit of dependence which leads us, like lit-
tlo children, to uold on by His parental
hand fo. guidance when we err,and for sup-
pors when wa stumblo.

Thoso who teach or preach a religion
which consists in moere regulaticn of the
outward life, inculeate a religior: which
con meither win the heart nor bonefit
the life. Such is the religion that
is often enforced by those whose business it
is to inatruct,  Cluldren revolt fromats irk-
tome bendage, and, for men, the only al-
ternntive 1s hypocrisy ox infidehity.

No rohgion can win the heart, that does
not, after it has chastened tho frivohty of
the giddy and eradicated the love of sin,
fill up tho vacuity it has cxeated, with the
fove of what is Christ-like and the blissful
experiences of a freer liberty and a purer
joy. Evory hoart has its afflictions. The
more buoyant the heart the stronger will
tho affections be. Thercfore to tell a young
person of exuborant spirit that he must
wear a long face and attend dried-up pray-
er meetings 15 simply to ask hum to smother
out of existenco all that grandnature which
God has put within him, and leave Ius hfe
o joyless, profitless blank. Why, the af-
fections of the heart are what mako lifo
worth having and heaven worth secking.
But, let the Chrstless feel that theve is
something 1 Chuistianity that will fascinate
the affections, that will expand the nature,
Inghten its joys and intensify its impulsess
the deluisive unsatisfying pleasures that uil
else can offer will soon be forgotten. Begin
at tho centro of the affections. Get them
just right ; and you need not fenr the miser-
able powerless entiéoments of the gambling
den, or the ball-room.

¢ Let your light shine before men.” The
brightest light a Christian charactercancast
comes from the fire of warm affection. In
the Sabbath Assembly and in the prayer.
meoting, surround the unawakened, and os
specially the stranger, with the warning
influences of genunine kindness and over-
fiowing sympathy, and, when ke has lenrned
that religion is a fax higher exorcise of the
affoctions and of all that is highest and no-
blest-in the nnture, than any thing that he
has ever experienced, lie will loose hisan-
tipathy towards it. Worldly men think
that religion is only another name for sanc-
timoniousnessy; and, perhaps, as a rule,
judging from the lives of professing Chris-
tians, their judgment is correct.

Religion will be utterly profitless and un-
attgactive until it takes hold of all that is
most God-like within us and brings it into
its noblest and purest lino of exercise, while
it would eradieate whatover is devilish. The
possession of a heart that ean trust God and
love is true religion. U you frust in God,
your feet will not “run to evil.” When
you love him, you will find no time to spend
in tritling with the pressing wants of your
undying soul.

PRESBYTERIAN WRONGS.

NUMBER I.

Edator British Amerlcan Presbyte.iau

DEear Sin,—ILike o daslung charger, the
world will not stand still. Everywhere
people are busy.  Everybody thinks. TIg
anybody wants to do auything he must rot
take long to thwnk about it or somebody
olse will do it for him. Everything is going
ahead—but Presbyterianism.

A gentleman whose words are worthy of
eonsideration told us the other day that the
goenuis of Presbyterianism was such as to
coufine its growth pretty much to tho sons
of the Gael. I do hot believe anything of
the kind. The longer I hive, and the more
Iloarn, I becomo the more thoroughly
coavineed that the principies of Presbytor-
1anism are true and Scnptural, and not
only so, but that they are the only dono-
mmntional prmeiples which approach to-
words a complete grasp of tho roundness of
divine truth, embracing at once the gentle-
ness of its man-ward bearing and the sub-
limity and awfulness of its cternal absolute-
ness,

But, that there is something wrong about
the practical working of these principles, I
cnnnot, while my eyes are open, entertain
a doubt. Whatever fortunes or misfortunes
mav be hefalling our brethren in other
quarters of the Globe, it seeis to e thats
in Canada, wo are doing worse than stand
ing still. I would be very hardtoconvince,
and I judgo from what I see,) that we are
keeping our position, relatively, with soine
other denominations. Our members are
continuully being stolen by othor sects;
but the few who cross the fenve to our sido
deserve special eredit surely for consecien.
tionsness, Whatever we may say about
the genius of our evecd, tho fact is, thatit
is cladin anch strnitened garments that it
cannot grow, Ibelisvs that it holdsin its

hand the greal {ruthe whal are tu inake
vigorous, truv-henrted Cliristinus,—truths,
thierefor, which are fitted for the uplifting
and Leautifying of ihic hunan Leart, under
whatever colour of gkin it throbs and by
whatover langusge it renders its thoughts,
Novertheless, with all its fitnesy for a world-
wido work, it {s confined, or very nearly so,
to the sons of the Gael.

Tho fact of the matter is, that Presbyter.
innism is in shnackles. It must breathe a
freerair. Itsspirit must be rekindled. 1t
must learn the great lessons, which it has
never yet learned, of energy and adaptabin-
ty. If it does not, and does not do so at an
early day. (for I bolieve these years through
which we ave at present passing are preg-
nant with oritical 4urning-points in our
churches' history,) it may expeet to lose
even the ground which it now helds. Our
church courts will wake up some day and
find themsolves without & querum.

T propose, with your permission, Mr.
Editor, through your columns, to point out,
in a reries of shiort articles, what I consider,
to bo some of the wrengs under which the
Presbyterian Church is labouring, and in
what way, it seems to me, very many of
them may be righted. Tam to bo under-
stood as writing from the staudpoint of o
Canada Presbyterian.

And novw, after theso introductory re-
marks, I shall only have room in thus
letter to take up one of my list of Wrongs.
1t is howover a very great ono. It is tlus:
Qur people are not interested wn the affairs
of the church, and very little effort is being
made to interest them.

Tt was long felt to be a great grievance
that we had no Paper in which to ventilate
our views on mattors connected with our
church, There might be a monoply of mis-
chief making at headquarters, but hardly
anybody knew anything about it. And
what people never hear of can scarcely be
expected to intercst them very wmuch,

Now, thanks to yourself, we have a Paper,

and a good one. It has pessed through &
very critical period of its existence ; for the
public ronfidence had been shaken by pre-
vious failures ; and many wero slow to give
it their support. But it has come through
the trinl well. I have nover yet heard a
remark of disparagement regarding it.
It is, certninly, worthy of the fullest sup-
port.
But what about the way in which the
people are doing their duty towards the
Paper? The fact is, that ministers and
ehurch officers have, generally, weil per-
formed their usual part of negligence,
respect to it, They have notrealized, that,
upon the way in which they interest them-
selves on its behalf, deponds to some extent
its existence ; nor that the alternativo lics
between ifs suecess and no Presbyterian
newspaper for many aund many a year to
come.

What have they done? Why, in many
congrogations, not a 2injle copy of the Paper
is taken, What interest in ecclesinstical
affnirs can ever bo started among the people,
if thoy are notinduced toread? Our Cana-
dian people are such readers, at any rate,
that I can point to many a loeality in which
your Paper hxs never been heard of.

Now here is a plan. The beginning of
1878 is coming on. Let the minister of
evory congrogation set some one-—say the
superintendent of the Sabbath Sshool, to
work lo form a committco—the 8. 8.
Teachers would do well—to canvass the con-
gregation for subscribers. Mininsters should
vomember that if they are going fo have
alive people in their congregations, they
must see that theyread, and post themselves
on owrrent affairs.

This negligonce about ecclosiastical work
and news, anses out. of a want of denomin-
ational spirit, Of such a spirit we are so
destitute, that it is impossible to incite any
enthusiasm, unless it be porhaps over the
death bed of John Xnox. And after all,
probably ouly about one fourth of our people
have ever heard yet that Knox did die. 8ir
W. Hamilton once said that ignorance of
the writings of other nations was a thing
peculiarly British. Ignorance of the affairs
of our own church is & thing peculiarly
Presbytoriau. INDEX.

DISTRRSSING SIGHT.

A short time ago, 8 some porsons were
standing by the seaside at Matane, 80 miles
below Metis, they saw a ship Eastward
bound plunge down bow fixst and utterly
disaprear. It is supposed that she was
1aden with grain  which having become
wet, swelled and made o leak in her. As
no news of any persons having come ashore
have been recetved, itis most likely that
all have gone to the hottom. The rhip was
too far from the shore for help to reach
those who bhelonged to her. Beaidea the
sca was too stormy for a smnll boat to
“live” init. A shiip’s boat has come ashore
in the neighbourliood since tho above men-

tioned circwmstance took place but nothing
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is kiown concorning it—Com. 530

FALNING BARLIERS,

E—

Bubitor BRItsH Avbracsas Pev 1 gl

s wax pleased with the remarks
fondi by your Inst week x corespondent on
*fashionable follies.”  They ropresout a
stato of things ala~! ouly too tiuly prevail-
mg, sveu among there who profess to he
followers of Chusst. T am not able £+ ay
from personal knowiedge whot Prowwvor
Uavan affirnied at the nusswonmy mceting
-Uutld streeton Monday mght, that mems
bers of our Preshyternn Chnches will
spend $400 and $5U0 on n single entertpine
mnt, Wlale they may throw a deliar or two
ta the Missionary Sveiety of the congroga-
b they we conuceind with in the course
of n yoar. Butitis a matter of notoriety
that Inrge sums are in tlus way expended,
aud that for gatety and ostontstious extrav-
agance there 1s no apparent difference be-
tween many wha are professedly goud Chris-
tians and those who do et claum to bo
Christians at all.  If such espunditure can
bo afforded, tho question rises, whother 1t 1s
of such a character as thai the blessing of
God could Le asked upon it. Thus can be
done on all wnocent and becoming recrea-
tion, but I funcy that the less of 1t that is
attempted over champagne suppers or Gane
cing-parties, with refreshments m the shape
of wines, brandy, &e., set out for the benefit
of the young revellers, and to Lo used at
isctotion, whonever, as Snirey Gamp would
say, * 8o dispoged "—so much thabetter. At
these partios it is notorious that persons are
sometimes found who, if not to be described
as drunk, are certamly *flushed wath wine,’
and in that coudition arc allowed to dance
with voung women or ladies who have
avowed their desire and determination to
livaand die for Christ, and who have done
this at the Lord's table. What & manifest
inconsistency-is all this, and how calculated
not only to make thoughtful young porsons
turn from such individuals as humbugs, but
cause them to harden their hearts againat
tho religion of the Cross, and go stumbling
on through life unguided and unsustained
by tliat which thoy have come to think has
lost 1ts power for good, if it ever had any.
Must I be called an “old fogoy " if I feel
sad and indignant about such things, and
call to mind the woe demounced against
those who make little ones stumble and fall,
it may be nover to rise more ? Perhaps so, *
yeot after all I cannot help doiug this, and
saying that of all the contemptible ghastly
Vanity Fairs in this poor world, the most
contemptible and the most ghastly are those
which have a slight flavour of religion
thrown into them, to improve, as it is
thought, the relisk: of the dissipation, and to
give that last zest for which the gay lady
sighed, arising from conscience whispering
that throughout it all there is somoething
vory ke sin. I know that ‘sin’ is rather
an ugly word, that has gone greatly into
disuse since Broad Churchism becane fash.
ionuble and convenient Euphonism came to
bo cmployed to soften the offensive asperi-
tics of the Word of God. But let it stand,
Mr. Editor. I am neither soured myself
with tho world, nor do I wish others to be,
but I more than doubt if theso revellings and
banquetings are quite in accordance with
using the world as not abusing it, #s well as
with-Christian carefulness to pn‘g.é( one
Ins due, and Josus Chnst and His cause
among the rest.

I am,
A 'ToRONTO SUPSCRIBER.

SESSIONS.

Editur BRiTistt AMERICA  PRESDVTRHIAN.

Sir,—In the last issue of your exeellent
paper you say that a correspondent asks,
“If Sessions in what may be called their
noral condition are open courts to which
the members of the church are admitted
whenever they choose 2" Thoe answer given
to this question isin the aflirmative. Many,
T-am persuaded, will not be surprised tosce
that answer. Yet it is not the corvect one.
Tho very reverse is the truth. Sessions are
not in their normal condition open toallthe
members of the church who may choose to
attond. In thisrespect the Session differs
from the other courts which are constitu-
tionally open courts use and proprietly claim
this difference ; for the Session has largely
to deal with private character, Serious
difficulties hiave often arisen in congrega.
tions and Sessions by neglect of this rule,
Howevenr, it is not necessary to say more.
If authority be asked it can be ensily given.
However, it may suflice to refer to the
« Digost of the Rev. Robert Forbes on the
Rules and Procedure of the Inferior Courts
of the Free Church of Scotland."  See page
87, ILoping to be oxcused for the liberty I
have faken in writing t> youn on this
matter.

I remnin, Sir,
Yours truly

Jorx MacMnzaw,




