
THE GOOD NEWS.

THE FUTURE.

THR2 KNOWN A&ND THE UNKNOWN.

Has the CJhristian really ne' advantoge
Over the tinbeliever in respect to the know-
ledge of the future 1 It is alleged that hae
hâa not-but let us see.

Nowv it isi riglit that we should acknow-
lcdge the dis ruption which hbis taken place
hetween this world and ail other worlds.
.Altlioughi we have nio definite information
on the point, w43 cannot help, feeling tiat
vf. have been parted from the great cou-
tinent, and community of being, and 'that
ve are iying, lik, a detached and isolated
rock, among the breakers of an angry sen.

By thc incarnation and work of Christ
the broken communication witlh the great
father-Iand have beeti resumed, and pre-
parations are making for a final return of
this earth into the liglit, and it.q; re-estali-
lishinent among the rigbteous worlds.
Indeed, it seems that tbough 1't is smnall
among the thbousand worlds that fill tha
Gky, it is yet destitied to become the g'reat-
est of tbern, and to, be the favourite dwell-
ing--place of Emmanuel (Ps. cxxxii.
13, 14).

lu the nàeaintirne, however, we are pass-
ing througlh shaded skies, and we are often
plunged loto utter dkeswbichi we
neither Wonder ait nor deploi-e. We do
mlot wonder ait it, for w. know the derange-
ment that bias bappened to us, We know
that liere, ul)ot this earir., the great b)attie
of the uiiiverse-wlo shii-t rule,-the,
creature or the Creator-is, being fougfht,
Diot by God and the Devii onlv, bt~ tiy
every sotil .of nin takingr the ne sido or
the other. And we (Io niot wonder that
in such a universal strit'e the eartth rbotild
be covered with dust, and that t.he atir
alaould lie filled with d4trkties;s, and doit ive
ehotild flot be able to see things cItarIyý or,
atall. Ask the soldier what be saw in the
battie-fiel. Ask hlim if lie understood
the evolu<ions 'of the figbit. He will tell
youi frankI thiar esa Iotlîilug but slllole,
and unclerstood siotbing but t.he %vord of
eoinimand.

My position as a Christian, -theii, is
aoi iplv thin -l do îîot. know whàt is to
bajpeýn bO me bere, but 1 knuow wVhat la to
4aipen to me hereafter. My earthly ,pathi

lies through that valley whicb ia covered
with mist,- but beyond iLt 1 %ee myoeif
emerging on the hill of heaven, and ail
the rest is clear and brigit

Then, first, aso to that unknown part
t'here are .ay.osiderationB wh*ch pme
vent me from deploring my ignorance of

it-.It is realUy a very littie portion of
my existence that is thus under the shadow
-it is but a handibr&tdth. 2. Althotugh
I do flot know the particular elements that
are to make it up, I know thnt the whioie
resuit is to, be good. S. And aithough. I
cannot trace the windings of the stream in
dit hidden part, 1 seo it issuing from the
darkuness, and rolling far away, and'for ever,
j .n ',ha stinsiine of heaven. 4. Every on(e
Who is in tire habit of vexing himself with
possible disappointments must feel tïïat the
vexation w(>uId become ittolerable if they
wereiintiouti,!ed as certain and unavoidable.
How could 1 listen to my chjld's mierry
laughi if I knew that six monthe hence it
wouild Le in the grave?~ 5. And howjmauy swveet sui-prises of love and mercy
we wvould lose, and the swolling- tide of

Jgratitude, if every good ihing we were to,
gat. was proclfiîned beforehand? And
towalky Ho difficuit it wotild b. for us

tewal wthanacquiiescent spirit in the
path which was announced to us as 'our
future path ? lf thue future were tobe
announced to, it. could nut be the possible
nor the airerable futute, b>ut the absolat«

futrre;thethings-that we would lofail-
libly do, and the things that would inalh
libly liappen to us. Now, I do mlot khowý
hiow othiers feel, but 1 own thiat I iwould
not, like to have been put to a (est l1k. that
-to be tohi not only what I oughit to do,
but what 1 %vould do. For I would have
beeti ever ternpted to tyy what strength
tliere was in these declarations of the future,
1 Say, )ny proud soif-wiIl would have been
*em j:>e(i to try wliether it* could not defaat
God's ooneandI, wben Bfr 3aid that to-
nioriow 1 wýoiid do so, and 3o, wbether 1
cou Id not do Romething else.

But thank God, I arn to b. guided by
11V DUTY, not bv mv DESTINY.

1 have said aliat tfiere is un implelnetrabi,
rnst tapon this vifley, w-hich lide8 ail 'oli

however. that diurkïmoss is iiàterpeietrated
by the True Light that 8hines. Theré* À


