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“ Grey hairs are here and there upon him, yet he knoweth not.”"—~Hosea viii. 9.

lej‘;hmim was the leading tribe of that
o, % of the Hebrew people which form-
h-%lfe kingdom of Lsrael, after the disrup-

2 the time of Rehoboam.

h kBaeksliding Israel” mingled with the
%, and loarned their works and be-
of their departure from God they ulti-

P y berished off the good land. The

copp ! 8 astriking representation of their

o on,  whilg yet in  Palestine. In

015 ay ‘h"im,” we recognize the symbol of

th, i(%“' and we readily associate with them

e 4 of diminished strength, the dim

“fthe 8 tottering steps, the nerveless grasp

bh%ma" Whose youthful joys bave passed,

hgy,,  “0asted strength is gone, and who

™8 near the time when ¢ the silver
by *hall b Joosed, the golden bowl be
tjy " the pitcher be broken at the foun-

Ug 5 ¢ the wheel broken at the cistern,

g Ust shaj] return to the earth as it was,

8 grs - .
the ,'Or:[)mt to God who gave it.” When

]
‘h:t::;)?d the worn out frame repose in
dee&;ey haipg which thus in nature betoken
eloy, .;:re aptly used to signify spiritual de-
Vhey ,, 30d the figure isinstructive, Unless
the cc'd.eﬂtal cireumstances operate upon
Doy, 7 Cither by immediately crushing its
‘he}n °F fanning the flame which burns
b the P the decay of strength is gradual,
ma" himself imperceptible and often
Mg m‘j’f‘cﬂy marked by his neighbors
%, ,,1"otances thap by him. Here
Yirigy,; 87 between natural decay and
*Mitigy, '® ©lose. The prostration of
Wy oﬁe""’ehgth isin most cases gradual,
bt Y "8 ita unhappy subject startled
"¢ of his actyal position threugh

of gradual decay will be consum-'

the observation of others or by some fearful
act of impiety into which in his wanderings
from God he has been betrayed, and which,
seen by the twilight that yet rests upon
his soul exhibits his true position, produces
complete impenitency, leads to a divorce
from holiness, or, on, the other hand to the
mournful cry, “O that I were as in
mouths past, as in the days when God
preserved me, when his Jamp shined upon
my hewd, and when by his light I walked
through darkness; as I was in the days of
my youth when the secret of God was upon
my tabarnacle,” Job xxix. 2-4; and to the
expression of sorrow because of departure
from God: «I have gone astray like a lost
sheep: seek thy servant for I do not forget
thy commandmenta.” Happy is it when
thus the soul returns and finds afresh the
peace of God which passeth all under-
standing.

The soul enriched with the hope of im-
mortality enjoys the prospect of an eternal
state of bliss, where is incorruptibility, where
it will range cver, new and brighter fields,
and find far higher pleasures than are ever
culled in this sin-smit world. Such a view
of the future gives to any sign of premature
decay an aspect of sadness which cannot be
considered without causing the deepast
SOITOW.

We look on physical decay with sorrow,
but especially are weso affected wherasuch
decay is premature aud the sun of life,rapidly
advances to the west, while it is yel noon;
but in this there is nothing at all to com-
pare with the decay of piety in the soul,
and its hindrance thereby in reaching te
the stature of the perfect man in Christ
Jesnz, the blasting of hopes once ¢herished



