THE DUTY OF THE PRESENT.

The past, present, and future, constitute
t whole existence. The past was written
®hin our own memory, and in the Book
God’s remembrance; we could not alter
hOWe\'er desirous of so doing: It was
®¥ocable ; and however much shame and

“Wfusion it might cause, there was no get-
"8 away from it. By the law of England,
'ty criminal must be furnished—before

N ~with a bill of indictment, showing all
% was laid to his charge. We carried
‘: bill of indictment within us: and, he

\u‘:"'ed the memory of the wicked to be

g ® worm that never dies.” Geologists

U8, that the history of the earth is writ-

‘e Within it; and naturalists say, the age

\td history of a tree can be read by sawing

A

%ross and counting its concentric rings
%00d. There was said to be ong of these
fach year, and ina good year the layer
; l:“rthick, whilst in a bad year it was thiu.
" like manner, the history of esch of us

. ™ written within us. He did not mean
| E‘y inour physical nature,—though that
§ Btrug, as wmany a poor drunkard’s frame
Mg Countenance testified ;—but in our
i ':% nature, m_ental and moral, a8 well as
Vsical.  We were what the past had made
Hewho indulged evil passionsin youth,
o their vietim for life—he who indulged
¥cessos, had théir record written upon
XY power of his body and soul. Every-
8 we did Jeft its mark, and no words
%:‘Fﬂing were more terribly correct than
w - “Benot deceived, God is not mocked :
R }hp . ver & man soweth, that shall be also
"ne. 1t was thought by many that a
‘N Wight go on in vice and folly as long
! '[}hi:.,ehose, and reform when he liked.—
"ew?s a great mistake. There was no
}%@' In man to turn or to reform. The
L8 he indulged in any.evil propensity,
Mronger it became, aud the weaker
bh“?l{nteracting forces. In the course

%
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for ever gettihg worse anhd worse, unless ar- ;
rested by Divine grace; and it was this con-
sideration which gave him but little confi-
dence in reforms which did not grow out
of a change of heart. That, indeed, made
all things new, and enabled a man to alter
his course completely—io take a new depar-
ture—to enter upon a ditferent voyage—
to lead a new life,~—and this change every
one might seek and obtain now; but the
longer men deferred to do so, the more im-
probable would any change become. Hs
entreated, therefore, any heavy-laden, sin-
stricken souls present, who knew they wers
on the wrong road, to feel the responaibility
of giving themselves up to Jesus at once,
and entering upon a new life from this day
forward, This was the duty of the present,
and if performed, the future would grow
better and better, and brivhter and brighter
forever.—Speech of Rev. Mr. Marsh,
Quebec. ’

ApuorisMs FoR PrEAcugrs.—~The same

truths uttered from the pulpit by different
men, or by the same man in different states
of feeling wilt produce very diiferent effects.
Sonie of these are far beyond what the bare
conviction of the truth, so uttered, would
ordinarily produce. The whole mass of
truth, by the sudden passion of the speaker,
is made red hot, and burns its way,
« It is impossible to close a serinon well,
that is warmly, unless the train of thought
has been so conducted as to bring the heart
into a glow, which increases to the end,

Having chosen a subject,. it is well to
think over it deeply, day and night, and to
read on it carefully before putting pen to
paper. Take few notes, but as far 28 may
be, let the matter digest itself iA the mind.

To be worth much, a sermon must begin
like a river; and flow, and widen, and
roughen, and decpen. until the end; and
when it reaches this end, #¢ is hurt by every
syllable that is added—Dr. J. W, dies-

chosen he must, therefore, g0 on, | ander. '



