THE LANCET.

proeuved from all the stations along the
line, and Professor Ehrenberg, so famous
for his microscopic discoveries, was en-
gaged to muke an examination of them.
To the naked eye all the samples presented
preciaely the same appearance, bhat, on
being submitted to the microscope, they
were found to differ very essentially from
each other, and only one of them was
similarin its constitutes parts to the sand
contained in the box. This wave the
police a clue to the station at which the
robbery had been committed, and led to
the arrest of oneof the employees theve,
who was subsequently tricd for the rob-
bery and convieted.

The remarkable dizcoveries made by
means of the microgeope, with regard io
the composition of blood, have led to the
frequent use of that ingtrument, of late
vears, for the detection of murderers.
Chemistry was sometimes able to distin-
guish the difference bhetween bload and
substunees similar to it in colorand gen-
eral appearanee, but it was at fanlt when
the question was a camparison of human
blood with that of the lower animals,
But it has been demonstrated by ihe mi-
croseape that the vital fluid is composed
of globulex impereeptible to the naked
eye, and that theze globules are of a dif-
ferent form in all the various species of
animals.  Thug, to the microsecopist, the
human blood presents an uppearance guite
different from that of an ox, n horse or a
sheep,

This was well tested; years ago, in an
English county town. where a labouring
man was pnt upon his trial for the muarder
of the superintendent of a neighbouring
conl mine,  The evidence against this man
was very strong.  He had been seen with
more money in his possession than he
would have come by in an honest way,
and he had alzo partially disguised him-
self by shaving off his whiskers, and in
other wayx, and yet there was not suffiei-
ent proot on which to conviet him. Re
course was now had to the microscope.
An eminent microscopist was called upon,
and a pair of pantaloons and a razor be-
longing to the suspected man were sub-
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uritted for his analysis.  Lfter mivute in-
vestigation with the ingtrument some in-
Huitely small specks of blood were dis-
covered npon these articles. 1t was also
found that xoap had been used in an at-
tempt to remave the specke, and that one
of them had been aetually  covered over
withiuk. The eorpuseles, or globules, of
which these blood specks were composed
were declared by the microscopist to be
those of huntan bload, and this piece of
evidenee led to the convietion of the man,
who subsequently confessed his gailt,

I Franee n man was tried for the mur-
derofan old lady, A ruzor, wiappl in o
handkerehief supposed 1o have helonged
to the prisoner, wax found in a brook near
the resilence of the deceased. Qv a mi-
croscopie examination of the ruzor traces
of blomd were discovered upon it, and also
some fibres of linen and cotton threads,
which ave perfectly distinguishable from
one another when nuder the miervoscope.
Now here was o strong piece of ecironm-
stautial evidenee, for the strings of the
night-cap worn by the victim when she
was murdered were of linen and cotton
threads mixed. There was a difficulty
however, in proving that the razor and
handkerchief had ever belonged to the
suspected man, and he was acquitted;
though, as he died by his own hand short-
ly afterwards, there can be little dounbt
that he was guilty of the orime. Severnl
yvears ago, in England, a remarkable case
was tried, in which the microscope played
a conspicuous part as a detective, One
morning a young girl waas found dead in a
field with herthroat cut.  The person upon
whom suspicion fell was the mother of the
kirl, who bad been seen that morning pas-
sing throngh the field with her. The wo-
man in her examination answered very
clearly and without hesitation all the
questions put to her. She admitted hav-
ing been in the field with her daughter,
bat stated that the Iatter had left her for
the purpose of gathering flowers, and that
she had not afterwards seen the girl alive.

Oun searching the house of the nceused,
a long-bladed knife was found, to the
blade of which some hnirvs were adhering,



