
EDITORIAL.

dlition t o the therapy of leukoemia of ail kinds. Its institution, how-
ever, is 80 recent, and clinicai experience stili s0 seaflty, that (lefinite

conlusonsas to its intrinsie value shouid be held in abeyance:'

INTESTINAL STASl$.

.Sir Arbuithniot Lane lias been iu the liînelighit for some tîtueg..S
it~ has aways and wiii ever be with the man who breaks away froml the
traditional pathway and strikes out for himself. B3ut such meii are
thow. who mnake other men think, and this leads to diseovery. Soine of
Sir A. L.ane's teaehings may not stand the test of finie, but enougli %N-11
to place hlmi among the leaders of medicat meni, thought and su4rgival

In fhe Vew York MlIdical Journal of recelat date thre- ;,rt iclus ap-
pearu(d On chroilic intestinal stasis. These were by Williami 'Seamnan

BaibrigeA. Jiidson Quimby, aîîd W. Van Valzah le 'ayes.Ths
contribu tllaroit(,hed the subjeet fromn a study and osraino
I~i'ucassfromt the report of the Nvork of other men, and fromn thirl

own studyIN awd actuai experience.
Dr, Bia'ibrÎige starts by quoting 'arîe's definition of stasis, aîîd

points out the evil effects of faulty intestinal drainage. The peeto
of the condition of prime importance and rtamarks that with propor
medical treatment, at the proper tiîme, nineteen out of tw-enty cases
ghould neyer reach the surgeon 's table. Rie also lays emipliasis on Ille
fact that too great delay in trying medical measures may letid to the
nee for aj very severe operation. li other words, miay fil te dii'-
ferece between short-cireuiting or a colectoîny. Dr, Bainbridgev doos!
no jiesitate to performa either of these operations if milder mewasuires fait'
fIep apeaks or intestinal cases under three heads--those yielding to mced-
joej treatment, those relieved or eured by sucli an operation as gastro-
nterûsto1ny, and those of the advanced class where short-circuit ing or

,Iectomy beomne necessary.
Just hiow far the work of Banc inay Iead us, time alone ean deter-

ulne There is now no longer any doubt as to the value of Lane's
Opertions. This method of treatment opens the door of hope to many
gp#erson who would be otherwise condemned to chronic invalidism.

Dr. Qnimby in his article states that ail catharfies, laxatives, oils
and enemlata should be avoidcd prior to thc examination, and remarks
tjat the effeet of these înay last for 36 lîours. Rie then goes fully into
th Inechanica of intestinal stasis and its diagnosis. lie divides the
,,e into slimple mechanical obstructions, simple obstructions coxnbined
,it,. organie changes, and organic obstructions withnut mechanical


