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when futal, terminate either by rapid prostration of the vit«! powers, or hy an affection
simulating croup, from extension of the diphtheritic membrane into the air-paysages;
in bnth instances, death is usunily preceded by ohgtinate vomiting, pmlmhly the result
of inflammation or irritation of the par vagum, ‘

The prognosiy must, nt all times, Ye very gonrded, but will depend much upon the
disease helng from: the first recognised and energeticully treated ; for the mild form, if
left. wlone or Improperly handled, will quickly puss into genuine diphtherin, when
the prognosis becomes more unfauvourable, although modified by the duration of
the disense, and the age snd tempernment of the patient,

The trentingnt is divided into constitutional and loeal, and varied according to the
severity of the ense, Kven in the mild form, or diphtheritic gore-throat, it will be found
ndvigable in the first instance, to confine the patient to hed in 5 well-ventilated room;
if the howels Vo sluggish, a hriskc ealomel purge should be given, hut under no circum-
stances alould any other antiphlogistic meagure be resorted to, but a liberal diet at
once enjoined, consisting of strong heef-ten, port-wine, jullies, and farinaceons food,
which ought to be adminlgtered st ghiort intervaly, and in moderate quantity, The fol-
lowing draught to he taken cvery three or four hours :—Chlorate of potasy, from ten to
thirty graing; dilute hydrochlorie neld, ten to thirty minimy; decoction of hark or water
half wn ounce to an ounce, The doge of the salt nnd mineral acid 1o be inereased neecor~
ding to the ags of the putiont. The topical trentment consists of sponging the fauces,
two or threo times o day, with a compound solution of alum (L, P.), by means of a
piece of soft gponge attiched 1o the end of a pen-holder, or portion of whale-bune ; the
patient, also, If not too youny, should gurgle frequently with a strong golution of alum,
The speedy removul of the white patehes, hy this local application of aulnm, ruxdcrs
highly probable the suggcstion that the deposit §s a fungus,

In treating the govere form, or geaulne diphtheria, is it most fmportant to guard
against belng misled by the feverish excitement, and therehy be indueed to adopt antiphlo-
glstic remedlos, Jtshould he horne in mind, that the fever is the result of & polson ana~
logous in type to adynamic erysipelas; and ag it wonld be unwise to treat the latter
disense by lowering the system, 4o would any depleting means, for the purpose of
reducing the fever attending diphtherla, be franght with danger, The pharynx should
he sponged every eight hours with a solution of lunar caustic (sixteen graing to an
onnce of distilled water), nnd for this purpose the gponge, by being easily compresged:
between the swollen tonsils, will be found prefernhle to o brush, A most liberal allow-
anee of wine and nutritlous diet, mugt be fnstituted from the first, and the following’
dranght ;m~Chlorate of potass, from ten to thirty grains; tincture of geqnichloride of
iron, ten to thirty minima; syrup, w drachm ; water, seven drachms; glven every une,
two, or three houry, uccordmg to the age of the patient and the degres of pyrexia prog-
ent; the more intense the inflummatory symptoms, the oftencr should the draught be
exhibitcd; nourishment ulso should be given In definite quantities at short fntervals,
It will huppen, not unfrequently, with very young children, that some time hefore the
mechanient ohgtruction precludes deglntition, all voluntary efforts at swallowing will
be ohgtinately reslsted, from puin, and diginelination to he aronsed. These cases excito
the grentest anxicty, na unless a sufficient quantity of support can be taken the vital
powers mast quickly suceumb to the influence of the poison, 8till all attempts to give
medicine or food hy the mouth. should now be discontinued, and an cnema of strong
beef-ten and port-wine (one ounce of ench), he admimstered, per rectum, every lwo
kours ; also, for . child above threo years old, five grains of quinine should he added
to each allernate injection. At hed-time, to procure rest, it may be advizable o ndd
five minims of Battley's sedative, . The glysters may he thtckened with arrowroot ; and,
atintesvals, mitk substituted for the heef-tew and wine. The quantity injected should never -
exceed two or three ounees nt o time, or it will fail to he rctumcd) ; and hence the neces~
#ity for the frequent repetitions, The topical application of the nitate of silver must be
persevered fn, and the patient allowed to gip any nutriment he will. By adopting this



