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chemical occurrences of nutrition that constitute its peculiar phenomecta,;
for until these be pre-ascertained, no accurate interpretation of medicinal
agency involving them can be rendered.

ART. XXV.—On Hamorrhotds, and Prolupsus of the Rectum, with
their Treatment, by the Application of Nitric-.1cid. By V. A,
Browxs, M.B., Surgeon to the Enrolled Pensioners and Volunteer
Buttery of Artillery, London, Canada West.

Hemerrhoidal affections have beenso frequently the theme of sur-
gical enquiry, they have excited so much coutroversy, and callel ferth
8o many moncgraphs from cmineut meniters of the profession, within
the last fiow years, that one fucls no little hesitation in approaching such
asubject. In a practical Science like surgery, far more good is in
general done by dirceting attention to special peints, enlarging the field
that has Leen alteady sown, and maturing its products, thau by lending
the mind exclusively to the conception and propounding of novelty.

A mnovel idea, being the result of decp meditation and close reasoning,
may io point of utility, though replete with merit, if unaided Ly any light
antecedently shed on the subject, be without value, while the accom-
plishment of the task just mentioned can hardly fail to be of practical
benefit to some, and perhaps suggestive to all.

This observation applics with peculiar force to the subject of the pre-
gent communication, and ay be decmed a sufficient excuse for intro-
ducing one here, which to many may scem too often touched upon.

No class of affection which comes under the cognizance of the sur-
geon i3 more distressing, or more productive of uneasiness and suffering
either to male or female, than those of the rectun, particularly if they
have existed for any length of time,

On this continent lemorrhoidal affections are extr muly common, to
be attributed in a very great measure to the < 'imate and our mode of life,
whioh to a great exteut tend to cause and promote torpidity of the
bepatic secretions, and with it a general congestion of the whole portal
system. The frequency also of dysenteiic affections often lays their
foundation and that of prolapse.

They are seldomn met with in very young persons, being scarcely ever
produced till the body is completely developed in breadth as well as
height, an age between 30 and 40 being the most common period fu-
them to begin.

In speaking of piles, two things very didnct in their nature, treat-
ment, and consequances are frequently confounded with each other,



