
Perscope.-Inhalation of Sulphuric Ether Vapour.

TREATMENT OF SLOUGHING ULCERS. 1
In a great majority of cases, the slougLhing process hat adt-

vancerd far before the patients were received ; in sone. as fornerly:
stated, bones were denuded, and tendons and ligaments destroyed.
But in very few, even whiere the destruction was greatest, was
treatment by incision omitted; and in those only where, frrn I
fever or flux, there was great constitutional debilitv. The amount
of incision was regulatrd by the extent of discase in the tissuesl
under and around the uleer. In soie instances, wlere ilt did net
descend below the integumnents, the ulcerative proceas being
phagedemie rather than gangrenouts, and the destruction neither
very rapid, nor reaching under tissues, it vas sufficient te reheve
the more superficial vessels, and te substitule scarification for what,
is understood by incision. More frequentlv, however, it waq
necessary te use the knife freely, passing it through the skin, and
into the underlying cellular structure. Whantever thua proper deptl
might be, the scalpel was carried gnmekly from beyond the limit
of surrounding disease te the ulcer, aften through it. The distance
between the incisions varied, but was gencrally less thani a qarter
of an mci ; their direction was most frquemly parallel in tlic fine
ofthe limb, occasionally radiated fromn a circle, clear of the afïected
integuments, to the ulcerated centre, according te the position of
parts, and degree of vascular action. In nany cases, it was neces.
sary te repeat the practice; in some, frequeitly.

The effects of this mode of treatiment were generally prompt
and most satisfactory. The relief to pain and irritation was often
immediate; and, altlough the remedy was a painful one, patients
souglt rather than shunned its repetition, uptiion the recurrencz of
bad symptoms; so unequivocal was the benefit ecrived from it.

Instead of samaous fætid discharges from the ulcer-its asiy,
livid, or black surface, and abrupt niargin-tLhre was secretion of
pus, separation of sloughing matter, and a crop of florid healthy
granulations; thesurrounding parts, which had been tumid, darlily
inflamed, or oedematous, or having both conditions cor&bined,
became flaccid 'and shrunken, assuming the pale complexion of
health. In no instance did the sloughing action extend te thej
incised surfaces, whici cither healed speedily by adhesion, or
more slowly, but net less surely, by granulation.-J. Wilson.
Med. Notes on China.

TREATMENT OF FRACTURE.
Sir B. Brodie gives no sanction te the operation of cutting down

on the broken ends of the hones, and sawing off a portion of eaci
of them, for the purpose of procuring union, and supposes that no
modern surgeon, iaving a moderate share of prudence, would
undertake it. In reference te the introduction of the seton in
these cases, he remarks, that the result cf the practice in this
country appears te be, thatsometimes it is successful in the upper
extremeties, but that where it bas been perfornied onthe lower
extremities, as far as he knows, it lias only succeeded in a sigle
instance. The operation is uncertaim and the result tediots. Sir
B. Brodie speaks favorably of the treatment by pressure proposed
by Mr. Amesbury, and states that it succeeded perfectly in threce
cases which were attended with him. This success, in onc of
tlese at least, vas net so complote as is represented, smece if
appears that therewas su much vieldinr motion between the upper
and lower portions of the fractured femur, "that it was plain
that the union could be merely ligamnentous.' In this mode of
treataient the pressure miust be conîsiderable, se as to cause sone
inconvenience te the patient, both frein pain and fromt sw-elling of
the-limb below. But the ineonvmicnce is only temporary.

"The principle of Mr. Amesbury's practice is simgly that of
keeping the ends of the boncs in perfect repose, and at the same
time applying pressure, particularly on the broken surfaces, su as
to kecp them in the closest possible contact with each otier. Of
course no general rule can be laid down as to the mode of attain.
ingthis object. In a case of transverse fracture, one kind of ap-
paratus must bé employed, in one of oblique fracture another, and
in one->f comminuted fracture a third. The apparatus will aise
differac'cordingly as it is a fracture of the arm, the forc.arm, the
1eg, or the thigh. In a case of oblique fracture a very simple
apparatus will do all that is required. Secure the limb by fasten.
ing it te a single rather broad wooden splint. Apply a pad of'
thick leather un each side of the fracture, and then a tourniquet,
by wiiich the two opposite surfaces of bone may be kept firmly
squeezed against each other. By means of the tourniquet the
preuc re tay csilvbe regulated, and increasetd ordiminiibed as the

patient can hear it. h'lie best kind of tourniqnet is not the coin.
mon one, known under the name of Petit's, but one which occupies
a smaller space, invenied by the late Mr. Savigny, and sold by
Philip and Whicker in St James' street.

"I do not say, however, that tis method alwavs succeeds. I
have tried in the case of the little boy whose case I have alrcady
mentioned (on whose leg I afterivards used the seton), and with-
out advantage. There was another patient in this liospital on
whom it was tried for a considerablo time under Mr. Amesbury's
observation, and no union was effected; and it appears that Mr.
Amesbury met with some cases in bis own private practice, in
which lie lias adopted if, and no doubt dune ample justice to it,
but in which ià bas failed. Stili it has proved a very successful
mcthod on the whole, and certainly very much more successful
than any other."--Sir B. Brodie.

INHALATION OF SULPHURIC ETHER VAPOUR.
Proceedings of the Surgical Society of lreland.

Dr. Macdonnell said he proposed to brin- under the
notice ofthe society this evening a case illustrative of (what,
no doubt, every one in the room had heard,) the use of
inhalation of sulphuric ether vapeur, as a means of producing
insensibility under surgical operations. He supposed that
at all events many gentlemen present had seen what had
been published by him in the Medical Press regarding this
case ; he was, theretore, unwilling to detain the society
with a lengthened statement of it now, bis principal object
at present being to elicit from the society an expression of
their opinions respecting the cases to which this wonderful
agent may be considered applicable-namely, the cases in
which its use might be dangerous or improper, and the cases
in which it is only to be resorted to occasionally. Lastly,
and net least, he expected that there would proceed from
this society -as the proper place for such a purpose-an ex-
pression of opinion, pronounced against the incautions use of
this agent, either on the part of persons actually ignorant or
of those but im perfectly acquainted with its properties. By
an incautious use of it a serious injury to this agent vould
arise as vell in public estimation as in that of the profes-
sion, and it was a power, he believed, that would prove of
immense benefit te suiffering himanity. Great discoveries
have often been known te suffer materially from an impro-
per application. On these grounds, therefore, he thought
it right that the incautious use of the agent under con-
sideration should be protested against, and the earlier the
better. He would, now state in a very few words the
heads of the case, and the principal points that occurred
both at the time of the operation and since.

A young countrywoman received a wound over tue
elbow-joint six or seven weeks ago, and after a fortnight
(during which the case was greatly mismanaged) she came
under Dr. Macdonnell's care. On examining the wound
be had r.o doubt that the joint was involved, there being
profuse discharge, ulceration, and a sinus through which
a probe could be passed into the joint. Almost ail the
cartilage of the latter was found te have disappeared at the
time of the operation; a portion of that which covered the
cup of the radius and the olecranon process alone remained.
Caries bad extended thronbh the whole of the rest of the
joint, and separated a portion of the inferior extremity of
the humerus from the shaft.

In spite of every endeavour te arrest the progress of the
disease, hectic very soon set in, together with diarrhea and
bed-sores, the latter having been caused by the patient's
inability to move from the dorsal position, the slightest
attempt at motion being productive of excessive pain.
Under this rapid sinking, it vas unanim'ously decided to
operate with the least possible delay. The use of the
ethereal vapeur had just been heard of in Dublin, so it
vas determined te try it here. Owing to sligbt imper-

fection in the apparatus there was at first some delay ie
bringing the patient undei the intence of the vapour;


