
A»AMi-THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH. Syl
and'to mnitigateepidemies.~- 1n her words it is essential th'at oùie man
in each istrict accoplishe vor bothfor the Federai authorities
and for the local -authorities. 'The main iuestionnow is what, conidi-
tions can bo lid down for the Federal anid the State authorities re-
pectively regarding the qualifications foi such oficers. and the jnris-

diction of teli saie.,
When ve coMe to enquire into these matters ive find- tlat the

difliculties' arc nlot so great as on the surface the would se. to
be.. Regarding th jurisdiction and the duties the ina tte is
relitively simpl'e.lThe Medical Offieer of Health of any district must
first and foreinost be servant of the State. HJe:must be appointed by.
Ihe 11ealh Department of the State anid the power of a.ppointmnent aud
disnissal must -be in the hands of that departnent. As regards the,
duties, the main work- in the w-av of inspection and the abatemîent of
nuisances. etc., is a State matter. As regards infectious disease and
its prevention or arrest, the State and the Federal authorities are
equally interested., and the work donc for one authority would be that
accomplished for the other. - As regards mortality and other statistics,
those also are inatters that eq1ially concern the Federal Goveruient anc
the State. he report of the Oficer of I:lealth made for the oné"body
bas but to be duplieated fo'rthe other, and all that can b asked of thé:

ledic.l Ollicer of ilealth is that; th aniail reporit of. the .gencral
health Of tle district be so drawn up as to .fulfil the requiremuienls both
of the. Site and of Washington-: Thé Federal Government requires
certain. information from hlii and this it nust have: and further it

nÏust be'.assured that the inforhation published be fromn an, authoritative
source.

Thm only n -actical way by whicl, short of possessing the powier. of
appointnent, the Federal authorities ean assure themselves' that the
médical officers throughout the State arc trained and competent is by
their dcmanding that those appointed as medical officers shall have had
the full special training requisite for the performance of their particular
duties. ^And the only practical way by which they can assure thernselves
is by their laving down regulations as to what shall constitute a proper
training.. What is more the routine information required froni one end
of the country to the other being identical, the standard and the quali-
[lcations for all the States in the Union nust be identical. In other
words the matter of prescribing what shall 1e the training and what
shall be the examination standard of future Medical Ofieers of Heoalth
is pre-eminently a Federal concern. I by no means follows that the
central government should itself ailord that training,.or that there be
one portal of entrance through an examinaion held at Washington.


