
MIOjNTMORIEN\CY FALLS.

Itix ,winter Monîtmorenicy Falls is the most attractive place near
Quebec, being the great resort* of pic-nlics, pleasure parties, &c. It is situatcd
about seven miles distant, on the north bank of the River St. Lawrence, iii anl
immense gorge about a quarter ot a mile wide at its widest part-no doubt wornt
out by tlie action of the falling waters during ages ;-the rocks on each side rise
to, about 300 feet. Thedimensions of this whole scene are very deceptive, owing
to flhc gigantic proportions of every object in viewv.

On entering this notch or gorge the impression on the visitor is that the Falls
%re but a fcw hundred feet distant, wvhite in reality tlue distance is nearly hiaif a
muie. The Fail is 2.50 feet Iigh1, ixot inciudin- tlie rapids: and 240 feet wvide.
Mt the bottom the water is 36 feet deep ; nt the top there are holes of 16 and 20 feet
leep, «rouind out of the rock by small bouiders whvlui the waters cause to revoIve
in these luoles, and wlîich, it is believed, wvill ultimately gain an outiet beloi, and
destroy the waterfaii.

in the Phiotograph it wili be seen that the river is frozen over above as wveI1 as
below, and that even a part of the Fait is frozen over. The cone or sugar-loaf is a
smooth formation from spray and snow, without shadow, and of the purest white-.
ness; it forms i n front ofthe waterfall, attaching to the rqpks on eaeh side, and mca-
suresabout 160 yards around the base from rock to rock. A second and sinall cone
or mound is formcd in connection wvitli it, attaching to, a ridge of rock wvhichi
descends iii front, and is seen on the right of lhe picture.

These formations are of different size and shape according to tic sevcrity of
eacli winter.

The amusement of a %vinter visi t to Montmorency is to, slide on smali. leighs
from the cones- a most exhilirating exercise-niany have the hardihiood to, slide
from the highest point, the eflèct of whicli is more than electric, and flot unfre-
quently the consequences have been very serious.

Ili the the left, near the top, may be scen the miii race, the property of G.
B. Hall, Esquire. The wvater in this unili-race is said to mun at the extraordinarv
rate of 60 miles an hour. The leakage fromn it forrns upon the rocks in gkJilries of
icicles or beaded pillars of a pale green bhieè color ; these sprinkled ivith snoiv
have a very beautiful appearance wvhen scen within a few hundred feet in sua-
shine. The foreground of our picture is con-iposed of the cultings, &c., from the
ruilis in the vicinity, and the horse, sieigh, &e., in comamon use.


