
"A brief explanation of the principal features of the syetein of the Iroquois is
aunexed, which will assist in work-ing out every other, particularly if tbc3r are
foundcd upon the saine ideas.

"The institutions of the Iroquois were founded upon the family relationshipa;
in fact, their ceiebrated league was but an claboration of these rciationships into
a complex systemi of civil polity. At the base of this were their laws of deseent.
They were unlike both the civil and the canon law; but yet were original and
-weil difined. The chief differenees were t-wo:- first descent among the Iroquois
followcd the female line, or passed throughi the niother; -whiie ina cd of the
former systems it foliows the maie, or passes through the father. Io the second
place the collateral limes, with fthe Iroquois, were finally brought, into or raergedl
ini the lineai; wçhule, in the other cases, every remove froin the coînîon ancestor
separatcd the coilateral lines froîn the lineal, until after a few generations actual
relationship ccased axnong collaterals.

"To bring out dist*,nctly this code of deseent. it will be necessary to give a brief
expianation of the division of thc Iroquois loto tribes, the union of the several
tribes into one nation, nnd of the several nations into one icague. Without a
reference to their civil organization, it would bc impossible to present it in an
understaudable forîn.

In a cd of the five nations who composed the original Icague, there wcre cight
tribes, named: Wolf, Bear, l3cavcr, and Turtle; Deer, Snipe, Heron, and Hawk.
The Onondaga, nation, therefore, was a countcrpart of tic Cayuga, cadi having
tic sanie number of tribes, and of the saine naine ; so aiso, interciangeably, of
the Oneida; the Mohawîk, and the Senea nations. Ia effeet, the Wolf tribe waa
divided into five parte, and one-fifthi part of it piaccd in ecd of tie five nations.
The remaining tribes werc subjcctcd to the saine division and distribution. B3e-
tween tic individual members of tlie Wolf or other tribe thus divided, or, in
other words, betwcen tic scparatcd parts of each tribe, there existcd the tic of
consanguinity. The Mohawk of tic Turtle tribe rccognized tic Seneca of tic
Turtie tUibe as a relative, and between theai cxisted tic bond of kindred blood.
lu like nianner tic Oseida of tic lTawk tribe rcccived tîxe Onondaga or the
Cayuga of thc sanie .:ibc, as a relative, not in un ideal or conventional scose, but
as aet.ually connccted iviti hum by flic tics of consanguinity. Herein we discover
an element of union betwecn tîxe five nations, of remarX-able vitaiity and power.
A eross-rélationsbip cxistcdl bet'wcca the sevcral tribes of cadi nation and the
tribes of corresponding naine in cadli of tic other nations, wlîich bound tiem to-
gether in thc lengue wçii.Ii indissoluble bonds. If eitiier of the nîations Lad
wishied to cast off tue alliance, it would Lave brolcen tbs eigit-foid bond of con-
sanguin ity. Had thc nations fallen into collision with caci otier, it wouid bave
brougit llawk tribe against Eaivk tribe-in a ivord, brother against brot'her.
Thc bistory of tue Iroquois exihibits tic -wisdoni of tiiese organie provisions; for,
during the long period tlîroughi whichi tic Icague subsisted, tliey never fell into
anarchy, nor even approxinted to a dissolution from internai disorders.

IAt nw fime iii thc liistoiry of thc Iroquois could a mian marry a wonu of bis
own tribe, cvcn'in anothier nation. Ail the niembers of a tribe -werc within the
prohibited degrees of consanguiniIy; aîîd to this day, axnong thc descendants of
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