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THE SABBATH OBSERVER.
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nalogy is perfect and forcible. The very
reading of the words renders the conclusion
30 simple as to be irresistible. As when God
ceased from his work of creation, the day of
his reating was hallowed as a Sabbatism, ora
day of commemorative rest and religious ces
lebration ; so, whon Jesus finished Ais work
—the work of redemption, and rested from it
in his reception to the right hand of Gol,
that blessed day was, in all time coming, to
e the day of Sabbatical rest and celebration.
In the ordinary interpretation. the spivit of |
thig allusion, and of the analogy suggested by

New Testament Church, from the seventh
day to the first,~-a noticv which is nowhere’
in the cpistle, unless here —We now add—
that the view which wo consider the passage)
as giving of the First Sabbath is onc which:
accords precisely with the fact asto its real:
nature and design. For what is that Sabbath ?

prophecy could not refer to Jewishy and
must refer to Gospel times, is evident,
not only trom the place it oceupivs in the
chain of prophecy, of which it is a part,
but also from cortain notices oceurring in
itself, and not admitting of any other in-

It it not exactly what our explaration of the terpretation,  For it is connected, first

passage intimates,—a commemoration of the

finished work ot Jesug,—-of his triumphaatly
w ceasing from that work, and entering into

his vrest?” Is it not justa solemn and de.;
lizhtful celebration of this ?--a rest of the be.

it, is entirely lost. There is nota” vestige of lieving soul in the completed redemption 2-—

. - . . | +
it left. But, interpreted as above, so com-|in Jehovah's perfeet and eternal satisfaction cular,

of all, witli the revelation of** God’s right-
eousnesa,” and the * coming night of Iiis
satvation ;” whicl can 0. 'y be enderstood
of Gospel times, as is admited by all
sompl interpreters, and proved, in pari-
by the learned Vitringa, ‘Ihere the

pletely is it preserved, that the langaage cf iy it,—his “smelling a savonr of rest” in the duty and blessedness of observing the Sab-

God in Gen. ii. 1—3, might, in the full spirit
of it, be accommodated to the work of Jesus
when he rose from the dead, and the conse-
quent sanctification of the first day of the

week: # Thus the work of redemption was!

finished, and all its glorious ends seeured.—
Aud on the first day of the week, Jesus rose
from the grave, and finally rested from the
work he had done:—wherefore the ascended
_L?’rd blessed the FIrST DAY, and sanctified
1t

2. The # For” in verse 10, is plainly de-
signed as assigning a reason for what had been
stated in the verse preceding. But accord-
ing to the ordinary interpretation of the pas-
sage, it neither assigns areason, nor adduces
a proof, of what is therc aflitmed  ‘The sup-
posed aflfirmation is— there remaineth a
rest”—the heavenly rest— for the people of
God ;” and what seems to be assigned as a rea-
son, or adduced asa proof, of this is--* for
he that is entered into his rest”—the believer,
namely, who dies and goes to heaven—-he al.
so hath ceased from hisown works, as God
did from his” Now, apart from the unnata-
ralness of any such analogy as that between
the believer’s ceasing from is works on carth
and God's ceasing from the six days work of
creation,—and, we think we might add, the
presumption involved ie it,—we ave to ask
--how the believer's ccasing from his works
on his entering the heavenly rest can be a
reason why that rest remaineth for him--or
how it can be a proof that it does remain for
him? What kind of argument is imputed to
the inspired writer, when he is made to say
~-% There remaineth, therefore,
and everlasting rest to the people of God ; for
the belicver who cnters into that rest ceaseth
from-his own works, as God did from his ?”
Surely, there is here neither reason nor proof.
There isan unnatural and (to say the least of
it) sufficiently bold analogy ; and to the illa-
tive particle “ for” there is left no meaning
whatever:—whereas, on the other view, the

analogy—between God ceasing from the work | 726>

of creation,and the Sor ofGod ceasing from the
work of redemption—is beautiful and striking,
~—and the reason thenece arising—for a new
* Sabbatism to the people of God”—is perti-
aent and satisfactory.——Then—

3. All other censiderations are in ull har-
mony with this interpratativn. The change
of the word—from that signifying rest to that
which the Iebrews could hardly fail to un-
derstand -as meaning the Leeping of a Salbnath
—has been alrcady adverted to.~-So too has
the reasonableness of expecting that in such
an epistle—~an epistle a.d(lressed to Hebrews,
and for the express purpose of showing the
harmony between the old state of thiags and
the new, and reconciling their minds the more
tully 10 the latter—some netice should be

the heavenly  and the pledge.—Dr. IVardlaw.

| Sabbaths, and choose the tings that please

e

accepted sacriice of his Son 2 Is it nota day
of perscnal and soeial jubilee, of spivitual joy !
and praise, in mewory of Ilim who was * de-
livered for our offences, and raised again for
our justification 2 And did not the Spirit,
by the inspwed Psalmist, anticipate the ce-
lebration of this day, when he  dictated the
propheey—-* The stone which the Builders
rejected, the same is become the Iead of the
corner. ‘This is the Lovd's doing; and it is
marvellous inour eyes. Tuis 18 THE DAY
wicH Tt LORD HATH MADE: WE WILL
REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN IT
Thereisone objection tothe view given which
naturally occurs to the English reader,~-but
which a single word or two of explanation
will Le suflicient to set aside. In the verse
immediately subsequent to those on which we
have been comwnenting, the Aposties adds—
« Lot us labour, therefore, to enter into thati
rest.” Ilow—it is naturally enough asked:
—can believers be exhorted to labour to en-
ter into the keepingof a Sabbath? Certain-
ly they cannot, And were the only refer-
ence of the rest in verse 11th to the Salbba-
tism in verse 9th, this would be fatal to our
interpretation. Butitisnotso. Lhe objecti-
on proceeds on a misapprehension.  The ad-
wonition to “labour to enter mto hat rest”,
has reference, not at all to the Sabbatism in;
the 9th verse, but to the rest in the 10th,—
!1he rest into which ¢ IIe who has ceased from
lhis work” has entered; a rest which his peo-
tplearc all destined to share with Him; and
jof which our Sabbath on earth, in commemo-!
s ration of his work, are at once the prehibation

THE SABBATH IN GOSPEL
TIMES, SPOKEN OF BY
THE PROPHETS. -

« Neither let the son of the stranyer, that
hath jotned Limselfto the Lord, speak, say-
The Lord hath utterly separated me
from Iis people : neither let the eunuckh say,

Behold, T'am as a drytree.  For thus saith
tthe Lord unto the eunuchs that keep my

|

me and take hold of my covenant ; even
unto them will I'yive in mine louse and
ithin my walls, a pldace and a name bet-
ter than of sons and of daughters: I will
give them an cverlasting name, that shall
not be cut off”

And again, in another verse, express
mention is made of the keeping of the
Sabbath, as a characteristic mark of god-
liness, on the part of the strangers gener-
ally ; that is, the Gentiles who should join

bath are spoken of as belonging to the
eunuch, who, under the Mosaic dispensa-
tion, was excluded from the congregation
of the Lotd ; and also to the sons of the
stranger, who might also be said asa body
to be excluded ; the calling of the Gentiles,
and the removel of all outward personal
disabilities in God’s service, are unquesti.
onably marksofa New Testament Church;
aud yet, of succ a Churchit is expressly
predicted, tbat the observauce of the Sab-
bath was to form a distinguishing peculi-
arity. And finally, not only is the obsec-
vance of the Sabbath three times repeat-
ed with singu!nr emphasis~—which alone
might sufficiently distingaish it {rom a
mere céremolliul institution—but it is
coupled with the greater things of the law,
with laying hold of the covenAant, doing
justice, and loying the name of the Lerd ;
clem-]y impo\'tmg that its place wa3s with
the more important and permanent ap-
pointments of God’s kingdom. )
The only possible oljection, to which
the application of this prophecy to the con-
tinuance of a Sabbathi in gospel times may
seem liable, is, that in verse 7, itis suid
of those to whom the prophecy refers,
¢ Their bnrnt.offdl‘il)gs and their sacrifices
shall be accepted upon mine altar”. From
which it may be thought, that if the pro-
phecy does indeed point to gospel times,
yet as the things predicted.are couched in
language derived from the Jewish wor-
ship, no certain counclusion can be drawn
from the express mention of a Sabbath.
For, if tha offering of sacrifices must be
understood spiritually, why may nut the

lobservance of the Sabbath also be under-

stood of that spiritual rest wkich believers
in Christ enjoy under the gospel 7 If| in
the onz place, by outward institutions and
services, practised under the Jewish reli.
aion, the prophet intends inward spirituay
acts, is it not natural toinfer that he does
¢0 in the other also? There is the appear-
ance of truth in this objection, but noth.
ing more than the appearance., For the
way in which the sacrifices in question
are mentioned i3 such as necessarily to
tmply, that not outward and carnal, but in-
ward and spiritual, exercises are meant—
being spoken of as oblations that were to
be offered by eunuchs and Gentiles—that
is, by their personal ministry ;for the

gound of the trausition. in the worship of the]themselves to the Lord. Now that this; word serve, in versa 6, used of the con,



