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and agitating for the abolition of this triple curse.  Alfred S. Dyer, editor
of the Bombay Guardian, a very worthy and consecrated Christian worker,
a member of the Socicty of Friends, is among the leaders in this righteous
crusade. In consequence of their active efforts the government officials
and the newspapers which reflect official opinion have manifested much
bitterness toward them. The editor of the Guardian and three missiona-
ries were prosecuted recently by a native opium contractor for defamation
for having published a statement in reference to the infamous opium
¢ clubs” in Bombay, a statement which they had from various witnesses
which they believed to be true, and which probably was true. But the
English magistrate, with every show of intense dislike toward the missiona-
ries and their cause, gave judgment against them and sentenced them to
one month’s imprisonment, which they endured in the Bombay jail. The
severity of the imprisonment may be judged by the fact that they were
denied even the use of writing materials while in the jail. Their crime is
that they write and preach and protest agwinst these great public evils in
which the Government is both directly and indirectly a partaker.

In a notorious street in Bombay, inhabited by prostitutes of many
nationalities, probably the worst and most shameless vice market in the
world is protected by Government, and city missionaries who go there
to preach righteousness and warn sinners of their doom are driven out of
“1e street by the police ; and when the denizens of the place and the
European frequenters of the same brutally assault the missionaries the us-
sailants are sustained and protected by the authorities.

This contlict thickens daily. The advocates of righteousness cannot
and will ..ot desist from their agitation of these subjects while the Govern-
ment of India continues to be the producer, manufacturer, and exporter of
a vast quantity of opium, by which countless numbers of the people of
China are ruined, and while the same deleterious traflic is promoted in
India and Burmah to such an extent ; nor can they rest while the Govern-
ment makes provision for licentiousness for the seventy thousand British
troops in India, and while the usc of intoxicating liquors is overspreading
the land as at present.  According to the police commissioner’s report for
Bombay there were two thousand more arrests for drunkenness in that city
during the past year than in the previousone.  The Government distilleries
produce cnormous guantities of intoxicating liquors.

On the other hand, those whose living comes from the Government are,
almost to a man, apologists for and defenders of these abominations.  Thus
the two parties arc arrayed one against the other.  There can be no peace
nor truce while these abominations last. Real peace was impossible in
America until slavery was abolished.  And so in India to-day missionaries
and others who lift up their voices against these cryving evils may be fined
and imprisoned till officialdom is weary, but they canuot cease to agitate
for reform.  Rev. A. W. Prautch, one of the missionaries recently impris-
oned in Bombay, hes been sent to Eugland by the anti-opinm party in



