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knowledge of the real facts of this seemingly
inhuman, unjustifiable act on the part of the
Eaglish rulers towards the defengeless, Aen-
dl.lm, the mouwrnful story of Evangeline, bov
love, the peaceful happiness and comfort pf
the simple Grand Pre peasants, their subse-

quent privations and  wanderings among
strangers, have ereated s impression almost

world-wide, which has enveloped that unfor-
tunate people with a sanctilied hilo  of mar-
tyrdom, and heaped a corresponding amount
of disapprobation and -obloyuy upon the
Iinglish. But poetry is nut history, and
harsh as the fate of the Acadiansundoubted-
Uy was, it must not be supposed that there
were 10 causes—whether justifinble or not
we shall presently see—which led to it.

At this time Acadia was in the hands oft
the British, and a deadly struggle for su-
premacy in Ameriea, was going on between
England and France, with the chinces great-
ly in favor of the continental power. French
priests aud emissaries were doing and had
been doing all that lay in their power, to
cause dissatisfaction mmong the Acadians
toward the British Government, which, it
appears from indisputable evidence, was try-
ing to conciliate and induce them to remain
on their lands instead of listening to the
misrepresentations of the French agents,
and requiring from them only the oath of
allegiance.  Witness a previous communi-
cation sent to the French Comminder by
the Deputy of Minas:—* We live under
a mild and tranquil (speaking of the British)
Government, and have all good reason. to-be
faithful to it.” What a great pity it is that
they had not maintained that faithfulness!
Aud again, Lord Cornwallis’ reply to the
Acadians, when they announced to him
their intention of leaving "the Province :—
« My friends, the moment that you declared
your desire to leave aud sulmit yourselves
to another Government, our determination
was to hinder nobody from following what
he imagined to Le his own interest. We
know that a forced submission is worth
nothing, and that a subject, compelled to be so

forts at Minas and Pm«pml to make no |

against his will, is not very fai removed

from Leing an enemy. We frankly confess,
how(,vcr, that your determination o leave us
gives us pain., .. 4 . . 'This Proyince
is your country, you and your fatheis have
cultivated it; n: xt,ur.\lly)on yourselves ought
to enjoy the fruits of your labor. Sudx was
the desire of the King, our master.  You
know that we have followeﬂ his orders. You
know that we have done everything to se-
cure to you, not only the ossupation of your
lands, but the ownes rship of them forever.
We have given you also every possible as-
surance of the enjoyment of yuur'wll'rmn .
and the free and pubh«. c\cwl\q qf the
Rowman Catheiic faith. . S And
again :—* Governor Hobso, th;h a \'u,\v-.bo .
remove all causes of comp].ﬁnt issued
stringent orders to the commanders of thc
re-
quisitions on the mhabxt'mts, and if_ they
refused supplies not to rediess themselves
by military forée, but to lay the case Before .
the Governor and await his mdu s, The
provisions and fuel furnished by, the inhabit-
ants were to he paid for recording to a. fr (.e
agreement betwoen buyer and seller, and not’
at a fixed price.” Thus far the Butlsh au-
thorities do net seem to have been ]N)\\L\bul
of an gverwhelming desire to have the Aca-
diansremoved from the country either by
force or by their own free will. On. the
contrary thoy seem, always to have agknow-,
ledged the rights of the Acadians to the soil,
to have granted them further privileges and .
immunities than aere vouchsafed to the:
British settlers. The only conditions im-
poscd on them were that they -should: sign
the vath of allegiance and-not give the (wm—
erniuent t.loublc. They were not: compelled
to cerve in the army, and were allowed
fair price for whatsoever v.eey sold to the
military nuthorvities.  Fhe whole (course of
the-Government scens €o have been to  con-
firm them in the vights- and privileges en-
joyed-by them under the French administra-
tiou; fo warn them, aund expostulate with
them on the suicidal folly of allowing them-
selves to be misled-and vuined by the intei- |
ested machinations of La Loutre aud his




