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SUMERVILLE HALL—CHAPTEBR II

BY MRS, 2LLIS.
(Continued from poge 260.)

It msde a great breach in our enjoyment of the hospitality
of Somerville Hall, when Mr. Ferguson joined us, as he
sometimes did, that winter. On my first interview with him,
1 felt surprised that 2 man so gentlemanly as Mr. Somerville
should be able to find pleasure in his society, for he was any
thin%nt attractive in his own person.

« Well youn do me a great kindness,” said Kate, one morn-
ing, when he hed been invited to spend the day with us;
¢ well you watch thet man for me, and tell me what you think
of him? For I cannot make up my mind whether he is
rather good, or wholly bad—tolera%ly respectable, or altoge-
ther mean.”?

¢t How long have you known him ?° I inquired.

« Nearly four months.”

& I shonld certainly say then, that a man who inspires ro
eonfidence in an acquaintance of four months, must, at best,
ba more bad than good.”

¢ Vet he has some redeeming qualities—he listens patient-
1y to my poor father’s stories.”

It struck me at that moment, that Mr. Ferguson might
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ggaaib!y heve his own interest in doing this; but I watched
im

T had been requested, without betraying any of the suspi-
cions which were beginning to gain ground in my own mind.
My evidence, though confined to subjects of a superficial
nature, was fa: from satisfactory ; ané, asif by a kind of
tacit understanding, we ceased to mention Mr. Fergusun to
each other, though his presence had the same effect upon us

Much as I now admired Miss Somerville in her father’s
house, I was not,aware of eome points of excellence in her
still undisciplined cheracter, until one morning, when my
sister wished particularly to see her friend, and I was sent,
by no means an unwilling ambassador, to the Hall, to request
that she would ride back with me, and spend the remainder
of the day with us.

I found her in the hail on this occasion in close conversa-
tion with an old woman of the neighbouring village, whose
daughter lay at the point of death; and so entirely was her
attention occupied, that she only bowed as I -entered, and
waved her hand for me to pass into the dining-room. She
soon joined me there, with her accustomed welcome, and
when I told her the object of my visit, she willingly acceded
to my sister’s wishes, endeavouring only to stipulate that 1
should not wait for her, but allow her to ride alone.

« You must not object to this,”” she added, « on the score
of propriecy, for it is what I'am sccustomed to; and though
it may appear to gan & breaeh of decorumn for a young lady
of nineteen to ride alone, you would find it difficult to con-
vince me, thatit is not in reality more safe, and more pru-
dent, for a girl, who, like me, has managed her own affairs
from her childhood, %o ride a sure-footed pony alone, through
a neighbourthood where she is both known and respected,
than fo be accompanied through highways and byways by a
servant with whom she is but%itﬂe acquainted.”

<« Bat a gentleman friend.”

« A gentleman friend 1 she exclaimed, interrupting me
with impatience, ¢ where is he to be found? A motherless
girl cannot be too careful how she yields to the delusion of
making friends of gentlemen; and if you were not Lucy
Langton’s brother, end did not dislike me besides, I certainly
should not ride with you.”

There was no erguing with Kate Somerville on subjects
like this. She knew little, and cared less, about the corven-
tional rules of polished life. Whatever point was discussed,
she went directly to the question of its gcod or evil nature ;
and acting on the same pr.aciple—~regarding only what she
believed to be essentially right or wrong—she necessarily
often did what the world would have condemned ; and some-
times even acted in 2 manner, which, however justifiable to
herself, might, on a wider scale of influence, hava been in- .

jurious to the well-being of society.

¢ Leaving the argument of propriety then,” said I, ¢«en-
tirely out of the question, you will surely permit me to ride
with you as @ personal gratification.”

¢ T must dispute with you again,” said she, ¢ for it would
be no gratification to any one to ride with me this morning.
I am not going to amble over grassy downs, nor simply to
enjoy the freshness of the exerci®s and the air. T am under
the necessity ot making ssveral ealls ir. the village ; and if’
you ride with me, you wiil have to wait forme at the cottage

through the day, and gave my report in the evenirg, 4s:doors, with more patience than I imagine you to possess.”
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