CANADA TEMPERANCE ADYOCATE.

Your Memorialists submit their prayer with the more readiness
to your Kseellency, and eonfidently anticipate a favourable
answer, from a knowl dge of the regard for the weil.being of the
communitv, and the patronage of every effurt to promaote pubhe
morals, which have disungwshed your ISxcelleney’s public and
private carcer.

And vour Memorialists will ever pray.

Mountreal, February, 1541,

T the Worshipful the M eristrates of the District of Montreal.

Mav v vreask Youw Worshies

We, the undersined  Clergy, Merchants, and other citizens
of Montreal, hereby express our  satisfacton at the cfforts
made by you recemly in Special Session, to red ice the mnmber of
tavern hicenses 5 a measure which, we constder, will greatly
promote the public good, and lessen the existence of poverty, viee
and come, w the community.

And we carnestly hope that His Exeellency the Gov. Gen. will
accede to that past of the Report of the Commitice of your Wor-
shiplul body adopted on the 30th nlt, (in the views of which we
entirely concur) which sugaests the propriety of all future apprals
for licenses to tne Exceutive, being referred not to any single
mdividual, but to the body of the Magistrates.

Allof which is respectiully submitied.

Montreal, February, 1844,

As it took some time to obtain signatures to the above memo-
rials, the Committee of the Montreal Temperance Society adopted
and despatched the following with the least possible delay :—

To His ‘Exrellency Sir Churles Theophilus Metcalf, K.C. B,
Governor in Chief of the Provinces of British North America,
&e. oo The Petition of the Committee of the Montical
Temperance Society

Humpny SHEWETH :

‘I'nat the eity of Montreal has long borne a gricvous load of
pauperism, vice and erime, of insanity, discasc and death, resul.
tng from mtemperate habits, formed and fostered by the traflic 11
intoxieating drinks: and that to remedy e part the eficets of this
traffic the public are in varous ways heavily taxed, whilst at the
same tme public prosperity is greatly obstructed and pushic morals
are deteriorated.

That recent investigations have demonstrated the actual cxis.
tance of a vast umount of destitution in this city and called forth
the active exertions of the rehgious and benevolent for s rehef.
But whilst the taverns and dram shops are the chief agents in
producing this dest tution—extracting daily from the pockets of
tire poor probably more than would supply their daily wants, they
al the same time render 1t nnpossible to admmister ctfectual relict,
s charity, whether i the shape of money or clothing, passes to a
great extent immediately into the hands of the licensed trafficker
in intoxicating drinks,

That in view of these evils so great and so loitg reluctantly
borne, public opinon has at length been roused to bear forcibly
upon the cause winch produces them, and to claim from the laws
at present existing, aff the protection which their strict adminss-
tration will affird—to claim zs a mitigation of suffering, that no
lutitude of mterpretation be allowed ou the side of intemperance.
As u proof of this feelng, six memorials and petitions having the
aboye objeet in view, were presenied by varivus influential clzsses
of the community to the Magistrates at their late Special Sessions
for granting licences; which petitions were graciously reecived by
the Beneh and favorably noticed in most of the public pupers.

That the Magistrates thus supported by public opiniun, cnterud
with enlightened and honorable alacrity into the work of protecting
the mterests of the public agamst those whomay besaid to Jive un
tha life blood of the commumity; und after insututing a rigid scrutiny
imto the character of applications, rejected all such as appeared
from want of accommodation for travellers 10 be mercly drinking
houses, and conscquently no way nceessary for the public goud
but rather highly detrimsntal to 1t in cvery sensc of the word.

‘That this measure has been hailed with great satisfuction by
your petitioners in common with, they belicve, all the well dis.
posed part of tiic community, as hkely to prevent an mcaleulable
amount of evil and in the same proportion advance the best in.
terests of the pubhe.

That it is however much to be feared, that strenusus efforts of

ali kinds wil b: madc by the disappointed applicants to obtain |
i
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rom vour Excellency a reversal of the Magistrates’ decision in
each pariicular ease, and for this purpose, by dint of cntreaty on
the one hand and weak or venal eomplianice on the other, certifi-
cates and recommendations may be obtamed and forwarded to
your Execlleney, whieh, to any ond at a distance, nmight appear
conelusive in favor of the parties applying, but vour petitioners
submit titat the faets of cach case could not be propeily ascertained
without agam proseeuting the wvestigations which have been
already caretully made by the M ygistrates,

That govermnent has never enterfered to protect the public by
dimpushimg the nuber of heenses even when that number s
excessive, aud surely it ought not to interfere tor the purpose of
addimg o them when such addition will certainly be an mcrease
of crime, nnmorahty, pauperism, discase, and sudden death in the
community.

Wherefore your petitioners respectfully pray that your Execl-
lency will steadiastly refuse all appheations for liccuses to scll
intoxicating drinks, and take such steps as may appear best cal.
culated to suppress the unlicenscd and consequently ilegal traffic
m these drnks now extensively cernied on; satisfied that in so
domygr your Excellency will consult the best interests of the com-
muntty ana confer a lasting obligation on tho city of Montical.

(Sigued for the Committee,)
Joux DouvGaLry, President.
Jaurs Courr, Cor. Secc.

MoxTuEaL, February, 1844, °

To this Memorial, the following gracisus answer was reccived
CwviL SscneTany’s Orfice,

in duc course :—
g Kingston, Feby. 9 1844,

Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 5th mstant, and to mforn you that the mcmoral from the
Montreal ‘Lemperance Socicty wluch it enclosed, has been
transferred L the Provincial Secretary, and  will receive the
Governor General's favourable consideration—as His Excellency
15 fully sensible of the great blussmg conferred upon the inha.
Iitants of any country by abstimence trom the use of intoxicating
drmks, and would gladly, as fur as depends on hun, encourage
the adoption of mcasures caleulated to seeure so very desirablo
an object.

The Governor Gencral also desires me to tender to the Montreal
Temperance Society his acknowledgements for their humune and
generous exertions in the youd work in which they ure engaged.

I have the honor to be, Sir, Your most obedt. humble servt.

(Signed,) J. M. Hicuinsos.
J. Dougall, Exq.,
President Montreal Femperance Society.

Decming that if after these representations the Governor took
any action m the matter at all, it would be to rcfer the applca.
tions back to the Magistrates—and knowimng that they would bo
greatly strengthened by the approbation of the Corporation, the
Cummittee of the Montreal ‘Pemperance Society decmed it ad.
visable to present the following memonal to that body :—

Ty the Mayor, Aldermen und Cutizens of the City of Montreal,
The Memor:al of the Comnuttee of the Munireal TLemperance
Sucicety,

Reseecrruniy SueEwrrn :

That the Worshuplul the Magistrates of this District did at the
last Spectal Scession considerably reduce tae nunber of tavern
licenses, a weasure whica though fraught with benetit to the public,
has met widh much opposition from suterested partics and which
may yct possibly be fiustraied.

"That your Mumonabsts deeming themsclves winranted in as.
sunmg that your honorable body us guardiens oo 1 ity feel in.
terested in @ subject so intunatdy connected with its welfare,
ventare to roquest your attention tu ssne of the vanous modes in
wlneh the best mterasts of the eity are injured by the intemper-
ance fostered in tavern and dram shops.

1st. Where mdividuals becoine chareeable to the public in this
country as paupers, they are, it @ vast majority of cases reduced
to that state by tieir own mtemperance, or that of their relations,
from which it follows that if the temptation to indulgence in
intoxicating drinks were removed from the people, the great bulk
of ull the burdens for the support of the poor would also be re-
moved. But to licensc taverns iy nearly eyery street and at



