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two ceuturies ago, from sixty to seventy thousand souls.  Yet he
gives as informants persons who had lived twenty yeams among
them.  Little reliance can be placed on the estimate—the ancient
Coureurs des Bols were addicied to vomancing, and the habit of
perverting faets in veference to the more remote tribes they visit-
edy by way of dizcournging vivaley in their luerative trade, must
have clung to them when diseussing those neaver home, Equally
apochryphal, T eanuot but suspeet, must be  the 20.000 warriors
whom King Oppecancanough somewhat earlier, is velated to have
led agninst the settlers in Virginin,  Yet these and other similar
estimates, which it would be easy to multiply, it they fail to fur-
nizh a numerical basis for comparison, convey a general idea of
populousness which, as eompared with what is kuown to our
times would justify anything that can be said as to the deeline
of the mee.  “There are abundant proofy” says Catlin, “in the
History of the country, to which I need not at this time more
patticularly refer, to show that the very numerons and respecta-
Lle part of the human family, which occupied the diffevent parts
of North Ameriea, at the time of its fist settlement by Anglo
Americans, contained more than fourteen millions, who have
been reduced since that time, and undoubtedly in consequence of
that settlement, tosometking less than two millions) (Catlin 11,
p: 288) Inthe elaborate alphabetical enumeration of Indian
tribes and Nations, upward of 400 in number, prefixed to Drake's
well-known Book of the Indians: 10th Edit,, 1848.—we find the
estimated numbers of a large proportion of them statel, but being
of a great variety of dates, and the data probably of very vavia-
ble authority, no general estimate can be based on it, without an
analysis much more laborious, than the result is likely to be
accurate.

In the course of a couple of summers spent a few years ago in
the Hudson's Bay territory, I took pains to arrive at an estimato
of the actual numbers of Indians inhabiting that country, by
enquiries among the resident traders, and by procuring when-
ever possible, a specific statement of the number of huunters fre-
quenting cach Post, the number of young ummarried men, and
an estimate of their families, The two first werey, no doubt,
ascertained very correctly, as far as the enquiry went; the last
does not admit of much doubt.  With respect to the districts
which I visited but from which T did not procure these data, it
is not diflicult to buse a tolerable approximation on the informa-
tion derived fror observation and juquiry, and in respect to those
which I did not visit, which however form but a small part of
the territory, I am guided in the estimate by the facts that where
there are no trading posts, there are no Indiang, aud that where
there are teadiug posts, all the Indiaus of the district frequent
them, habit having rendered the articles of European trade es-
sential to their existence; consequently we may infer the num-
ber frequenting any given post, pretty nearly, when the seale of
the establishment is kuown.  T'here ave, perhaps, a few exceptions
to this remark in the district of Mackenzie’s River, where our
intercourse with many tribes is of recent origing but it is true
almost everywhere else.  Whenever a conjectural addition was
made, by well-informed petsons, on the spat, to the more precise
numbers, it has been included in the following enunseration.

The Buitish territory in relation to its native population, may
be divided into four regions. First—"The tegion west of
the Rocky Mountains. and north of the parallel of 49 °. Second.
—The region east of the Rocky Mountains, but north of the par-
allel of 55 ° ; the whole of which is inhabited by tribes of a com-
mon origin, and grouped by Ethmologists under the generic
designation of “Time.”  Third.—The vegion from the parallel
of 55 ° to 49 2, occupied partly by tribes of what js called the
Eythinyuwuk or Algonquin ‘stock, aud partly by tribes of an
intrusive tace kindred to the Iroquois or Five Nations, Lastly,
~—the British Colonics.
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Beginning with the Second of these subdivisions, we have—
North of Latitude 55° :

Esti-
Men. m‘utcd
N Total.
(1.) Esquimaux—/nu-i not included- - - - - Unkno wn.
(2) Loucheux—ARulchin- - « <+ « v o= oa
On the Youcon mnd Tributaries,—-
Richardson, Artez-Kutcht - - - | 100
" 931, Tchue « - -« e« 100
“ n the ’1':(thzer ----- 230
“  authority of Kutchcha - - < - - 90
“ Mr. Murray Zi-Unka - - - - - 20
“ Tana « « o - - - 100
“ 1850, Teytsd « = = « = - 100
“ Vanta - =« -« 80
. Neyetsé - -« - - 40
£60
On Pecl’sRiver, 1844 - - - - - - {413 [5000
Foit Good Hope Mountain Indians. - - - 7 13
Loucheux - - - 15 5
Francis Lake, 1847-8 = =« - - « - - - 45 |26
Pelly Banks % - - -« « « = - . 73 | 368
6023
(3.) Dogribs, Hares, Chipewyans, &c. Tinné.
Fort Good Hope, Lowland Indians - - - - 8 | 150
. Rapid Indizus - - - - 11 53
Fort Normon Da-ha-Diune, Dag-rib, Hare - | 140 ! GO0
Fort Simpson—Hares = = « = - - - < [ 107
“ Do. Irregular - - - - - 1320
“ Dog-rib = - « = - - - 10
“ Do, Igregular - - - - - 50
“ Nahanies = = « « « < - 2
“ Do, Irregular - - - - 4 12100
Fort Liard*~Hay River Indians, (Haves) - 20
“ Beaver or Chipewyan - - - 30
“ Slaves or Hares = « - - - 10
“ Thecanies « = « « - -« « 30
“ Nahanies - - « - - - - 14 | 60N
Fort Resolution—Chipewyans - - - - - 80 | 420
“ Yellow Knife - - - - - ( 51 |9a60
Big Island or Great Slave Lake Hares - - 20 | 100
Fort Chipewyan, Chipewyans - - - - - 1140 | 730 .
YVermilion Beaver Indians - - - - - - 62 ! 250
Dunvegau Beaver Indiaus = « < - - - 87
“ Seccanies - - - - - - - - 4
Chipewyans- - - « « « - « - - < 12 ;330
Unenumerated Chipewyan-Stations - - -
Churchil - - « = = - - « « « = 100 | 400
Islea la Crosset - - - - - = - < - 1110 | GGO
Dogrib and Martin’s Lake Indians, said by
Mr. Isbester, not to be decreasing in
numbers - < - - - - - - - - 1150 1600 | 7575

*Frauklin gave, in 1820, 685 hunters,
t Franklin rated them at 200 men and boys.

The foregoing: enumeration, although it embraces a large extent
of country, does not bring us into contact with the more numer-
ous tribes, which are to be found only on the plains, where connt-
less herds of Buffulo furnish ample means of subsistence.  With-
out going into any nicety of ciassification, founded upon affinitics
of raco, upon which subject Dr. Latham and Sir John Richard-
son, (Arctic Expedition,) have given much information the
tribes are referred to liere by the desigmations they commonly
bear among the traders.  Mr. Harriet, then, a gentleman who
had passed his life among them, estimated the six or seven tribes
going by the general name of Blackfeet, as mustering 1,600
to 1,700 tents, at 8 per tent, 13,200.

Mr. Rowand, one of the oldest resident traders, gives them
thus :—Sir John Franklin’s estimate in 1820, is added—
Franklin, 1820.

350

Blackfeet, proper. oo ccaae-- .ceemna 300
400

Pe-agans oo iiiae i ..400



