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THE PRESBYTERIAN'S VISIT TO AN
ENGLISH CHURCH.
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We occasjonally give our readersa glance at por-
" wons of the Episcopal Church through Presbyterian
- sectacles.  That blots shoull bo seen upon ler es-
eatchicon, when surveyed through such a medium, is no
eduso for surprise, that somo good things should be
" Bund, may serve to mako us thankful. D'Aubigne,
&o historian of the Reformation, tock alook at Cam-
syidee, and koecled by the side of Simeon and heard
" %is decp-toned, earnest prayer, and was cdified and
Mesed. Honry Ward Beecher went on a pilgrimage
% Stratford-upon-Avon, whero the bones of Shaks
pparo wero deposited ; and, while seated in the parish
-shurchjoined heartily in the responses, and folt the inspi-
zation of the service, and tho blessedness of the joyful
r:and in the earnest teachings of 2 minister of Jesus
i“‘arist. Tha Rev. Dr. Dafficly, a Prcsb)lcnnn Alin-
siter at Detroit, Michigan, is at present in Europe.
The Christian Obacrm'ol‘ last week contains a letter
from him, in which hie describes a visit to the Rov. Dr.
$1'Neile’s Church, Liverpool.+ We make the following
sxtract, for the purpose of showing how tho Ennlbb
sorvice, &e., strike the mind ofa Presbyterian stranger
from tho far West :
~ “J determined to avail myself of the opportunity to
3¥ hear the Rev. Dr Hugh McNeile, of the Eutablished
*~~Church, of whom, from his publications, ¥had formed
-8 favourable opinion as an evangelical ministor. Nor
# was 1disappointed. His Church was two piles from
tho hotel whero I was staying. It is of the Gotbie
: at) le of architecture, with a handsome steeple and s spiro
" huiltof freestone. The main building forming tho
> housois withont aisles and witbout gallery, excopt for
-+~ the organ on the end fronting tho pulpit. It has a
J&-modcta'cly sized transept cach side, and cach with 2
1,,galk:ry flush with tho wallsof tho nave. Tho pulpit
dsin front of tho chancel, which formes a recees
“Fhack-of'§ it, and 71 in such position as to have the gnllcn*s
of the transept and the entivoe congregation in fi ront,
and right and left of the 'pc:d\-.r. in fairand casy view.
The building is situated in 8 park,~ which is tastefully
. adorned with trees, shubbery and flowers. The dwel-
:}; lmg of the rector is buta short distanco from 3, Luilt
«. 18 corresponding style—the wholo presenting a very
-, pleasant gnd attractive viow.

'I’lm sexYviees hall commmccd when we rcnched tho
church. Crowds weru standing at the transept doors
of cotrance.  ‘The house, though quite large, appear-
ed ‘o be well filled ; but alter the prayer prece d‘mg the
reading of the Seriptures, two mun dressed in black
worsted gowns, one at either door, very pnlm Iy and
promptly conducted strangers to a scat ; passing con-
tinually round, and sup;lying vacant places whicl they
obsorved. Suatsalonptho aistes wers all filled, and
most who orcupied them, had both their prayer books
anC Bibles, which they opened, and apparently accom-
panied tho reading of them with interesied attention.
Many of them, Iobsorved, were younx men o .1 lads
of tho middlo and lownr class of sociely, and such, Y
should think, was tho great body of fhe congregation.
It was a plrasant sight in a stranigo land, to meet and
witness so large an assebly of Christian worshippers,
and apparcmly so attentive 2nd devoutly interested in
the sorvice of the sanctuzry »ndthe proaching of the
Wond,

“Ipe «*ngregation gencmlly united in the chanting
of tho Psalter, and the singing of the Psalm., The or-

.gan wgelrge, end woll tuned, appropriate to tho sizo

of the-vuilding, Thers was alwo a choir of singerr
otk indies wnd gﬁndemsﬂ, and some very sweetl voi
ces; ang otk e organ was pleyed 2nd the choir sung
in & subdned manner it being avidoatly intended, that

.ab & merd suxiliate thoy ehould sustain the singing of
-the enlive cunpregativn. The congregiftion seemed fo

be well accustamed to sing.  Thero wits a 1ull, rich,
chotal volusws of sweet musle from tha whole mass.
Nor did Yhear acor or remots fromms a discordant
note tr deawling sound to disturk thé gencral har
mony. YThatover of this qyil there;mdy havo been,
was-drosaed by the organ and the sound of man

voices, Whenthie Pstlm was given on t, its designation

was first mentioned, “Then.the organ played the tune, ]

afierwards the Paalm.was read by the preacher; and
immediately following, argan, clioir and congregation
all commenced tozethor, te sound the praise of Christ
Jesus. ‘The power and effect of such music was far
beyond that of the artistic strains oTany amateur choir
of professional singers, however excellent they may be
or appropriato their exclusive services, under par
ticular circumstances.  Would that in our churchesin
tho United States, the singing of the praise of God
could be restored to or resumed by the masses of the
congregations. The day of singing masters and their
tramned choirs and schools, usurping and engressing
the vocal praise, Itrust is alrcady beginning to pass
away.

Dr. McNeilo isan Irishman by birth, and has suf-
ficient of tho Irish tongue and accent to show that be
is nvither English, Scotch, or American. He is in
person tall, well made, and proportioned, and excced-
ingly graceful in Lis appearance ond in all his move-
wments,  His voice clear, strong, and melodious. Ilis
curate read the service, but he himselfread tke Scrip-
tures. They were well read—no holy twang vor un-
meaning cadences, but asii ho entered into the full spi-
1it of their meaning, and so accented, emphasized and
varicd his intonations, as to make the reading of them
apopular exposition. ¥ chserved the effect was the
syme there that such reading always produces. It held
the atteniion of tha entire audience o fixed ard en-
tranced that there was not 2 motion or 1he least rust-
linz noise from any quarter to disturh, and when it was
donc, there was a goneral mosement, not ouly in shutting
up the Bibles, but inother ways, indicating that the
almost breathless sliness had been produced by the
simple, solemn, and reverent attention given to the
reading of the Word of God.

Tlio preacher took his text fiom Rom. xiii. 7, *Honor
to whom honor.” He spoke from briof noles extcm-
porancously, in a few fervent and appropriate supph-
cations.  His clocation was very effective—his style
zimp]c. and his manner plaia ; but little gesticulation,
yot that always graceful.  Occasionally ke asssmed a
collequial stylo of addrese, but always preserved his
own and tho pulpit's dignity. There was o vein of
Evavgelical trath running through his discourse, and
it was evidont that his hearers wera accustomed o hear
from him tho goepel plamly and faithfully preached in
all'its great distinerive doctrines as taught by Calvin-

istio divines, Not one wonl mu:catcd any 1dolatry of
tho church, or exahing her authority above, or before
Clirist.  Christ was fint and last, and my heart ro-
Joiced that 1 the Establidhed Churelr of England, there
aro yes laithfu} men who * stand in the gap and avey
tho wrath-of God from the people” His object wasto
entorco tho duty enjoined in the text by the influence
of Evangelical motives. In doing so, bo explained
what was meant by the hunor required, and unfolded
the reason why it should bo rendered,—not with mota-
physical or phiivs plucal precision, but sn a manner a-
dapted to the minus of the simplest and most illiterate
ofhis hearcrs. And he ddd it wsucha way as to ponr
deserved censuro upon the' luvelling tindencies of the
ago, and at the samotuno to exalt the claiws which
oven the poorest man, possessed of moraland real
worth, has for respect.  In such acondition of society
as there 12 1 England it was ealculated to beal the
wounds and sufferings prodaved by the friction and
envyings incident to tho great disparity botwetn the
bigh and low, the rich and poor—and was just as per-
timent to the one, as to tho other. It bors noappear

-anco of an attempt toexalt the claims of thaaristocracy
‘ to the respect of the lower classes, but would havebeen

as aprropriate and well calculated to dn good i the
Caired States as here.  God deserved sdpreme honor,
and Christ as equat with God was to be equally honor-
cd, as ono with the Father—tho magstrate, asordain-
ed of God for purposesof rule, just for his office, and
then for his personat worth, and all men generally in

-society according to their rel.tions o3 parents and teach-

ers. Thochims of moral or intellectual worth were
rightfully sustained; tho idea tbat there must be a
moral and intellectual equality, he said was preposter-
ous. There was no such thing , gor can there be, for a
week, such a state of things among men as levelkng
disorganizers, sosialists, &o., advocated.” In some res-
pectsallinen were cqual, yet the wise, the good, thevirtu-
ous, would ever co-exist with the foolish, the selfish, and
the depraved, at leastin the present dispensation.  And
the only thing that socicty necds to correct and
counteract the evils which Utopian philanthiropists and
reformers profess to be secking, hie truly eaid is the Bidte,
the Bible, the precious gospel of the grace of God. This
alas® is too often underrated and neglected altogether.
1 have little hope from any system of improvemant, or
method of reform, which is not fouuded on the word
of God, and defers not to its supreme authority asthe
infallible oracle of infinite wislom nnd truth ——Ep Ree
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** Yot 23 though I LUad already attalned, cither were
already pasfect, butl fullow after, ifthat I may apprehead
that for which alio Iam apprehiended Chriss Jesus.”
P, il 12,

1. Resolve in the strenath of Divine grace to walk
this day humbly with your Ged, drawing near nnto him
(P=a. Ixxii. 28) in renewed acts of repentance and
faith, caming unto Christ, depending upon bim, and
looking to him as your atenement and example,
as the Author and Finisher of your faith.

2. Givo diligenco to make sure to yourself,and to
cevidance to others, vour personal interest in the Son
of Ged, your convenicent relation to the Father through
him, and cons>quent title to an eveslnsting inheritance
in heaven.

3 Lectnothing provail on you to omit secret duties,
or to perform them ina nepliment manaer.  Earnest.
believing prayer, the diligent study of the Scriptures
devout reflection, and self examination, must be,your
every day employment, if yoa would keep up commu-
nion with God, and walk warthy of the Lord unto all
pleasing.  Thas, in the {uithful and dilizent uso of theee
precicus means the man of God trims his Jamp, and re-
plenisbes it with the heavenly oil, ginds up the loins of
his mind, becomes fruitful in cvery good work, and
increases in the knowledge of Ged.

4. “Keep thinc heart with all diligence.” Examice
well your thoughts and matives ; guard parucalarly
arainst the occasions of sin; vigilantly watch every
avenue by which sin, Satan, or the world may approach
to hurt you 'This will bo found tho best preservavits
of inward peace and outward consistenc:y of tendes
ness of conscicnee, brokenness of spirit, and epiritcality
ofmind ; and thus will you be prepared,
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