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two sohp ; the Princéun de Gatparin ; ths Culniess de Rasto-
phin, wifo of the Governor of Moteoly ; \he 'Diton dé Thayl,
Ambdsdador; the Countess de Telstoy ; Madario'de Schwitzin,
a freud of the Count do Maistre; M. Lbchowsky; AL
Skc.hngn:uv and his two daoghters; the Princess Wolkon-
5K1, NC,

T'he Annals of the Propagation of the Faith relate the pro-
gress of the Cathohie Raith in Turkey, iu Syriz, in Egypt, in
Australin.and in Western Oceanica. Eastern Ocenica is almost
entirely the conquest of Catholicism, aud tho Missionaries of
Fraace and other countries are renewing at this moment in ma-
py a far ol isle, the miracles of regeneration and ci-
vilization once operated by thie Jesuits in Paraguay.

Lettees have ticen recefved within these three weeks from
some of the Jesut Fathers In China, whera that illustrious or-
dor has numbered so many glorious tnartyrs during the last two
centurirs, which announce the harvest springihg up far and wide
from that ssed of blond.  How magnificent would be the spec-
tacle of China united to the Holy Sec! and how much, if we
could penetrate the secrets known only to God, has the noble
Companyluf Jesns—that wonderful ereation of his watehifal Pro-
vidence over the Churcii—accomplished towards hastening Yhe
event!

We cannot canclude without a word upon the events whieh
are taking place in our country.

‘ ‘Three countries ohscrved a great preacher who has been
more than once quotea in these columns, *havabeen the seat
of a tutal revolt fro'n Jesus Chrnist ; England, Frasce, and Get-
many. Asto England, It is long since incredulity has pos-
sessed therc either power or renown.  If yoor eéars have been
attentive to the echioes of tho British Parlialnent, that most els.
vated expression of the national thoughts, you will not have
heard from the beginning of tho century to the present day, a
word which has been an injury or a menaée ‘agrinst Christ —
England has emancipated the Cathlies ; she has recalled 1o the
tribune of her Parliament the proscribed voice of the subjects of
the Papacy ; she has opened her felds to the plough “of the
Monk, and her schools to tha science of tho Roman Clergy..—
The ancient walls 6f Oxford have heard the ‘most celebrated
doctors of Anglicanism speak of Jesus Chuist after thé manner
of the Pnmitive Church; they have witnessed the Retreat of
many amongst them, who tave passed from the chair to the hu-
mility of the cell, there to resite the Divine Office afier the man-
ner of Relivions, and to supplicate at the foot of a crucifix, the
return of their own soul and of their country 40 the faith of he
Anglo-Saxons. Catholic Chapels and even '¢athedrals, have
nsen in splendour from the land of proscription,avd Jesus Christ
has walked forth in trivmph with His Bishops and His Priests
1-the very streels where they were dace pursaed with swards
and stones.  BEugland, at length is snatched from unbelicf, she
who was the first to shield 1t with the proteciion of her ILords
aml he- men of wit.”’—Conféruncesde N, Dime, Dec. 1846, per
le R. P. Ileuri Dousinique Laco daire.

Such is the reflection of one of the rost powerful minds in
France upon the preseot stateof England.  Bossuet had said
of her, one hundred and s1xty years earlier, in a tune of mingled
sorrow amd hope—* When Icansider the admirable piety which
so long flaunshed in that island, once the example of the world
I feel, ir I may say su, my spint moved within ‘me, ufter the
example of St. Paul, in beholding ‘her wedded 1o heresy ; and 1
groan to seo that in abandoning the Faith of 80 many Saints
wiuch she produced, she should be compelled 10 pronounce oon-
demunation upon them, and to losc at the same time, those glo-
rious examples which «ere given (o her for her enlightenment.
But 1 hope more than ever, that God will look updn her in com-
passibn. . 1 dare “even trost in eur Lord that the
very oxcess of her aberration will hecome & means of re-
covering from it —CBuvres, tom. ii., pp. 95, 133, edit.
Guurtie. .

“ Oh'" thit I dight 20, exclaimed St. Franels deo Sales,
‘“and preach the gospel to that country lying in darkness and
the shadows of death !'** what ‘iould these ilfu'sfﬁous‘ Servants
of God eny IF (Rby Could 'seetlidEathe colritry fow! or father

how dp they rejuicp in heholdin m their place of rest that
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uften afferod, and which, pethaps evea cow owes 20 much to
their ibtereossiohs ! Yes, there 18 ¢* joy in heaven,’' 1n the
contemplation of the tender minletry of that patient and wearniod
shephard, Who at this day s once more visiting this scattered
tlock, and carrying ono by one upon 1lis shoulders the sheep
which had strayed from the eternal fold.  1le has not visited us
anly 10 quit us s2ain, and He will complete that wuich he has
begun. ilis sheep will know his voice that voico which has so
fong been sileat amongst them, and they will gather togothe:
at the svund ; and He will ** guide them into pleasant pas-
tures.”’

It is timo to conclude. 1€ we have suceceded in suzgesting
the thoughts with which the preseut aspect of Chrnistencom fills
our mind, ur in persuading any to believe that mutual love and
charity must be good for us at this solemn moment, when God
is mamfestly working amongst us; we shall have done well.—
Wae abatain {from any such enumeraton of His mercies 1n our
owh land as we have briefly auewpted in spezging of others.—
What he has done, is known, for 1t has been wrought before
the eyes of us all.  May none offer a vain opposition to what ke

has yet to do!
T. W. M.

LETTER FROM ABBE DE LA MENNAIS TO A
PROTESTANT,
WHICH CAVSED HIS CONVERSION TO THE CATHOLIC FAITH.

‘Sin,—Your very polite letrer of the 27th ult. informs me
of your being a mentber of the Protestant Churceh, and though
not 3 hittle shaken in your opinions by a perusal of my reply to
Me. Vincent of Nismies, in defence of my work on rebgious in-
difference, an nhjection to the doctrine of the real presence,
you tell me, still withhelds you from considering the Church of
Romo asthe solc and only depository of fruth n the Christian
world ; to which you add (having reasons fur conceal:ng your
name) a request, that I may reply to vou through tho medium
of the periodical print cailed the [Defender. Wuh true and
heartfelt joy do I embrace, Sir, the opportunity you offer, in or-
der 10 remwuve, as far as I can, this last and only wmpediment to
| Your conversion to the only true Chreh of God ; happy, 1n-
deed, if He, from whom all Jight aund every good descerds,
will but aid my feeble eflorts in enhghtening your tnderstand-
ing, s¢ as tu discover truths so indispensable to your eternal
welfare, and svught afier by you with so much upnightness of
mind, and purity of intentton. Before we proceed funher,
allow me, however, to direct vour attentivn, Sir, (o & gredt
incongruity :n the methed which you secem to have adopted.

The poiat at jssae is simply this: To kuow, to a certanty,
the doctrine once taught by Ghrist, audin what church it
tanght and professed.

The Catiiolic veasons thus :—¢¢ The Catholic Charch, the
drpository of revealed truth, must of necessny he known by
’snmc cxlerior marks, all being cailed to her communion, and the
| greater part of mankir ~ Ueing utterly mcapable of an examina-
; tion iuto matters of comroversy. I find all those marks united
i1 the Catholic communion alone; Ihave, then, according to
the command of Christ, but to hear her voice, knowing that,
founded on his divine word, she will teach trath to the end of
the tworld.*

‘On the contrary,” siy you, aflter laving eXamined the
peculiar doctrines of each cummunion, ** that atone shzll be to
“ine the true Church, which teaches what Ishall consider recsom-
eble, and that alone.’

Now, do you not perceive, Sir, that you begin with a down-
right 'suppusition of your own infallibility ? that 1s, you put
yourself personally in the phace of the very Church you songht.
And, in God’s name, what would you want her for, if, ‘without
her, you were yourself intapable of error? ** Oh ! but,” say
ivou, ‘“ witn all the boasted inerrancy of thie Catholic Chureh, 1f

can pruve bdt one eiror in her doctrines, she certainly cannot
be tite Charch of Christ¥"?  Verytrue. But, Sir, how ¢#n-you
be assured, that what seems to you to be an 2rrur, is one in rea-
lity't  Who, in such a chaos of opinions, is to decide belweedn
yb wid the Catholic Chuvch - For ‘example. ‘you think thwy
you'¥ét'a tanifest conttddictidn in the-dociine df'thie ‘real pres




