Il supplied with grease. This inde.
scribable “music” of the old Ro® River
cart, though somewhnt melancholy in
tone, was often a welcome sound to
the hunter or distant sottler.

In the new ordor of things theia is
no place for tho ox and cart. Tho
transition from the cart to thaq rcali.
way carringe was 8o rapid that tho
departing ox was hardly thought of
in his golng. To some, however, the
doleful walling of the ungreased wheols
teemed o lament for the conditions
that wero rapidly passiig away.

But even after the ox and cart had
largely  disappeared as a means of
conveyance, there contlnued to ho o
conslderablec demand for oxen for farm

THE COMMERCIAL

found bLleaching on the prairie, after
having been pleked by the prairie wolf.
The oxon tue farm, like his hrother of
the trall, required lttle. e would
do a falr day's work in tuening up
the black prairie soll and rustie a
lving for himself between work hours,
and after faithfully working for his
master untll his services were no ionger
required, he would yield up his fiesh
as food for those for whom he hid
latored, while his hide would bring o
few dollars in cash from the trader.

Thongh  the patlent animal has
ceasex!l to Le g commereinl commodity
in the Winnipeg market, 1t is certain.
ly not thwe fault of the ox. Many =«
new sottler going to lis future home,
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The eut of old Fort Garey with tho
ox and cart In tho foreground, given
herewlith, seems  appropriate in con-
neetion with a reference to the passiug
of thé ox. The scene 1s o familinr one
to many of our readers, but it is one
whiclt wili always provo futoresting.
recalling  as it will memorics of the
past. Al roads lead to Rome.” {Iere
in the wesc all roads lead to Winnipeg.
So it was in tho early days; all ronds
led te Fort Garry. ‘The tizils that
led across tho great plams all centered
at tho old fort, which might be des-
eribed as the chicf station on the cars
teall roads. Hero the ox carts were
loaded for thelr long trips across the
plains, and to this spot they retura.
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Old Fort Garry, Winnipeg, Now Demsolished.
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purposes, from new settlers. Every
spring a brisk trade was done in
Winnipey in oxen. New settlers com-
iz in found an ox tcam a very de-
sirable thing to possess for the fivst
year or two on their prairie farms.
The ox would piek his living from
the. prairie, while the horse reyuired
to be fed graln and hay, and new
settlers could only secure fead by pur-
chasing it. The horse also required
stabling, to protect him from the
pestifential flics, or from inclement
weather, otherwlse he was not it
for work, and the new settler of course
could not get his buildings ready at
will. In @ word, the horsc required
areful handling, feeding and stabling,
and if he did not reecive such atten-
tion., his bones were llable to soon be

mght do n great deal worse than
possess himse of a good ox team,
Untit the setiler can get comflortable
buildings crected, and provide himself
with a supply of feed, he would prob-
ably L ltetter off with an ox
team than with horses. Many new
settlers have suffered heavy losses
owing tc the mortality among tho
horses, 1o which they were uot able
to givo proper care, owing to lack of
fced and suitable stables. This ioss of
horses has been so heavy 1n some cases
o5 to cripple settlers for a time, many
of whom come to the country with
limited weans. 'Tha passing of the ox
scems therefore, premature. There
should Le an opening herc for the pa-
ti-nt, bardy and frugal beast for many
years Lo come.

¢ with theiv loads of fur.

The last twenty year: o° Lhe nine.
teenth ceatury has brought many
clm.nges.to the civilized world, but per.
haps in no quarter of the earth has
the whiriigig of time wrought o
greater revolutlon than in onr own
western country.  Within this period
we bave advanced from the ox ecart
stage to the railway carriage. More
than a dozen railway lines now, centre
in Winnipeg, At the very point where
the oX curts were londed for their trips
acroes the plains, now upwards of a
thousand railway cars are sometimes
handlea fu & single day. The rallways
have been strung out across the plaius,
and loncly posts on the old trails have
become  busy, prosperous railway
towns. In fact a largoe section of the



