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WINNIPEG, SEPT. 16, 1899.

AN INTERESTING DECISION.
An interesting decision has recently
been rendered by the United States
Interstate Commerce Commission re-
garding several matters in dispute he-
tween «<raiu shippers and the railway
compaules The points raised were as
to whether railway companies have o
right to make a luwer rate to the
scaboard on graln intended for export
than on grain intended {or vonsump-
tion at the tcrminal or intermediante
points ?  Whether railronds nave a
right to cliarge a disproportionately
higher rate of freight on flour intend-
e for export than on wheat and
whether they should be allowal to
make betler rates on flour intended
for cxport fron: an interior point such
as Minneapoiis than from intermediate
points between there and the sea-
board,
On the whole the decision given Is
adverse to  the railway contention.
The commission nolls that it is
wrong for United States railronds to
permaneutly trausact business for
foreigners at a lower rate than that
which they give to domestic custome-
ers. Dhis ruling "disposey of the first
point. On the second point the com-
mission ruleg that both public policy
and private interest require that the
same rate be charged on export wheat
and export flowr allowing, of course,
a small margin, estimated at
not more than 2¢  per 100
pounds’ for the differceuce in bulk be-
tween the two, On the tturd point
it is declded that no suach discrimina-
tion, as a lewer rate on export fllour
“from AMinueapolis than 1s given to
points between there and the Atlan-
tic railway terminals 1y allowable.
Thesa declsions are regarded Ly the
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Interested parties as of far reaching
importance altliough lavgely of a
theorotical charancter as the commis-
sion’s decivions will have, to be fortl-
fied by rulings w court before they
wra rendered cffcctive,

PROSPEROUS FARMERS.

The Canadian farmer {8 experienc-
Ing th's ycur g perfod of prosperity
which s seldom been equalled iy the
history of his business. ‘There  has
heen o declded iImprovement in  the
value of farm property amd algo in the
current quotations for farm products.
This Is bringing its natural results in
a betterment of the farmers® condi-
tion all around., For cxample the
western farmer is getting a much
higher lovel of prices for his grain
thisx year than for some time past,
live stock prices have advanced fully
25 per cent, and  batter, cheese
and eggs are each realizing higher
than an average price. As an instance
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come: greater, as it seems bhound to
do. lu the mecautime it I8 vleasing to
know that the farmers are «Jdoing well
an? in wany cases beeoming better
off by faxr than their neighbors who
iive In town.

LABOR DAY PARADE,

On thie page is shown wu viow of a
section of the recent labor day parade
as it passed along Main street Winnl-
peg. The parade this year was a
very large one and embraced practi-
cally every branch of labor and handi.
craft which is carried on in the eity.
Great pains were taken by its organ-
izers to make the parade u success
and they may falrly be congratulated
upon tho results of their efforts. A
pleusing variety in the proccedings
another year might be obtained by fol-
lowing the examples of the Minneapolis
unions and opening a labor and indus.
trial exposition in connection with
tho regular demonstration.

Section of Labor Day Parade, Winnipeg, Sept. 4, 1899.
From amateur photo by A. G. \Wat on.

of the improvement in live stock prices
horsce which have been looked upon
as unprofitable for a number of years
may Le wentfoned. These are now
yielding handsome returns to thosz
fariners who are fortunate enough to
have any for sale, while sheep and hogs
are worth gool figures at <ountry
points to-day. MNanitola should pro
duce more of these ammals and could
do it at but very livile cost if the
business were given more atten-
tion. It scems too bagd to sco a {ine
farmang country like this importing
the lhorses wkhkich are used on  the
farms as weli as a large percentage
of its mutten and porx. More atten-
tion to thece lines would pay huand-
somely at such prices as have pre-
valled this year. There is no doubt
but that these neglected opportuni-
tles for augmenting his Income will
receive due abeention frum the farmer
as tme goes on aud the demand be-

COLLECTION DEPART-
MENTS.

This is the time of the year for
western merchants to sce that their
collection departments ave thoroughly
organized. Although the credit sys-
tem hae been very much cried down
in this country during the past three
ot four years, and the extent to which
credic is given greatly curtailed, still
the fact remaing thit much of the ve-
tail business done, espocially at coun-
try points is on n credit basis, and
probably always will be. Therc are
practically only four months in the
year when money can be sald to be
plentiful throughout this country and
it is dQuring these four months thag
mecst of the trading bills are met,
With thie fact in view, it is & good
thing for the merchant who
hae accounts on his books
to thoroughly prepare himecif for
the collection scason. This i1s o de-



