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The Erie Ganal.

(Contiaued from Lage 89.)
thozn railroalsin thoir oTorts to raduco the
cost uf transp rtation.

The vsiteaads havo daon constantly bettor-
jng their transportation facilitias by unprove-
monts i theie roadbeads. 1 the siza, capac-
ity and ccomomy of thar biemtives and
cars, 1n thair teruuaal facilities, sad in the
greater perfeatiom of their orgamization for
seciring ard dong  business  Lhe Erio
cannl has not popt Lace with tho warch of
improvemen', ard 1t may be asserted that
conditions have been rovorsed and, whereas
in former years the Erio canal forcol down
rail frei tht rates, that of late the railroads
have fureed tho canal rates duwa to such an
extent that under existing cunditions of the
eana) thero1s lLittle profis tu buatmon, and
the amounts carried are very humited. Tho
canal to fu.fil its highest functions, must
eantinunasly ba improved, to keop pace
with the ratroal auprovemonts. aud thoss
caunal improvements should not drag along
after the rail improvements bat should pro-
cado them, or, a% loast be ceiucident with
them.

Tho state of New York has anpreciated
this ia providing for the improvements
which are uudaer way, with the S9,0UV,UWV
appropriation. but, whon these are accom-
phshed, tke demand will bo for still more
and greater improvements, When the
current imprwements are completed, 1t is
fair to estimate that. with boats 115 fest
long aud drawitg safely eight foet of water,
in conpection with the tuna which will be
saved in lockage, the capeaty of the canal
wiil bo 1oerease] inlly 73 per eceot; thatis,
a s1uglo buat of the large size can, in asingle

easou trausport ¢3 par caut more than ouo
of the prasent type of boats can under exist-
ing conditions  Tho added expenso for this
additional amouut transported will not
oxceed 25 prr cont of the cost of transport-
g the smaller amount under the present
conditions. This would reduce the net ficst
enst of transporting o bushel of wheat from
Buffalo to New York to about 71 per centof
tho present co-t, aud if this prasent first cust
13 assared at 2ie, (during 187 thoe avoerage
caual freight charge from Bufialo to New
York was 2 2+ per bushel varying from 8¢
to 1 %, thess being tho {owest rates over
known . will, under tho now conditions, with
boats 115 feot long and Jdrawing cight feet of
water, bo reduced to 1 75~

If the capacity of tho canal were still
fuarther 1inereased, so that bosats 21 foot wide
e-omb] ba usel with,ut any 1nerase in drafs
beyond eizht feat, the capacity of cach boat
for doaing basioess wonld ba inereased wo
abaug 2.13 tumoes the capacity of tho singlo
baas uander tha presend couditions,  Assum-
ing that the iuecreasod cost of opera’’ g
would be 15 per ceut over tho cost of ope, at-
g a 173 fout beat for an oqual number of
tripa. thns wuuld reduce tho net cust of traus-
porting a bashel of grain frum Buffalo to
Now York to.abiut o per cant of tho prasont
cost, or 13c per bushal.

If the cajaity of thoe eanal were tuereased
50 thas brats could b used without vy ia-
croaso in dreft beyond eight  feot, tho
capacity of each boat for deing business
wonld be 342 times that of 2 boat under
present canhitions  Making proper allowan-
ces for iuercased st of doing greater basi-
ness, this would 1 fuco the net cost of trans.
partiaz & bushel «f whaat from Baffslo to
New York to about @) por cont of the present
cust, or 13 per buchel, I tkocapacityof tho
caval weroauereaead as above to provido for
bLrats of 35 foet wid b ate eapacity would be
increased 3 51 times and the cost of trans-
porting a bushel oi wheat reduced to 44 per
cont of tho present cost, or 1.11o per bushel,
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It is balioved that this could bostill further
reducod by desponing tho canal and widoning
it whers necossary s by battaring tho torminat
facilitics ; by  p rfocted organization wheeh
will labor to securo busiuess and do gway
with delays at terminal points, and keep
boats going continvcusly during the poriud
of navigation anl secure return freigbt t»
groatost possible oxtent, anl by tho total
ohmunation of tho mule as & potive power
and tho comploto substitution thoreo! of
steam and, possibly. of electricity. 1o is ho-
lioved that tho goal, the aim of atl interestel
in tho Erio canal, may well bo to put the
canal into such condition that it will bo
possibla to transport wheat from Buffals to
Now York at a cost of Ie por bushel nud
other articles in proportion. Such & co~tl
beliove to Lo reasvuably capable of atta’n.
mout, and the eslargement of tho lorks. as
estimated fur hervin would bo a great unid
deeaded step theoreunto—Nurthwestern Mill or

The Markets for Linseed aud its
Protnets.

The recent drop iv domestic flaxscol,
amounting to about 8 conts por bushsl wita-
in a fortaizht came rather unexpectodly, and
is having a somowhat demoralizing eTwt
upon the products. Extrema dallress in oil
is a notable featuro of the European mnarkoets,
as woll as our owan. whila thoe position of
cako hero 1s alwaysa reflection of tho cun-
ditions prevailing abroad. The Contiveutal
matkats, according to latest reports, were ia
rather good shape, but those of Great Britain,
to which American markets aro most cluse'y
related, are in uusatisfactery condition, the
tondency of prices 1n vil being steadily doan
ward, whilo cake is unfavorably affected by
tho cheapuess of grain feed stufis.

Tho price of seed at London, as shows ke

Jatest reported salss, has declined to about
tho equivalent of Sl per bashel for Caleutts
and 89 conts for La Plata, the former afluat
and tho latter ex ship Iondoa  This, in the
face of conditions which 2 few weeks ago
wero thought to point to a possible serions
deficiency in tho sapply. is o dopressing stato
of affairs. It iz true that Argentine ship-
monts have inercased sufficiently to indicate
less of a shortago thore than wes feared, bat
tho Indian supply is very short, thoshipmonts
to United Kingdom and CuLtinent sizeo Jan
1 being but 56,U00 quarters. agaiust 257 010
quarters for tho same timo lest year. Maan-
timo the Argentine shipmants have been
630,000 quarters agaiost 352 (KW quarter last
year, and tho Russiau shipmouts 75 k)
quarters, as compared with 342009 while
North America, which 1s credited with no
shipments during tho carly months of the
year, contribated 33 000 quarters in tho firse
cloven weeks of 1897. Tho shipmonts from
all sources to Great Britain aud the Con-
tinont to March 20 this year amounted to
1,695,000 quarters, against 1,181.000 quarters
in 1895 and in the prevailing dulloess itas
evadent that this deficicncy of lews than S per
cent, is too small to produce the conditions
that had been feared carly in the year.

It will bo scen from those figures that tho
probatulity of North American sood being
wanted to any gTeat oxtent nring the pre-
gcut crop year 18 not at all encouraging.
The late docline hero waould apreseut & cost
on board at New York above tho exprrt line.
and it1s questionablo whether any pricesnow
in sight would bo ow cnough, cven with
casy lake and canal rat~s, to meet the prosent
basis abroad. Amenican seed 13 offered at
about 97 cents, ex-store London, but itis not
aaleablo on that basis, and would havo to bs
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lail down their to soll at about 91 cont g,
ghip, to tind a market. This w.ull meay
beluw 89 couts f. 0. b Now York  Vaw Vork
Q1il, Paint and Drug Reportor.

Too Much Early Buying.

- Evory dry gouds merchaut ' writeg 5
dry gouds rotsiler to the Ecuu amish, U s
nodoubt poticed that the custow of early
buying s weronsing overy yoar  Travoliiye
salestaon start out to got order. from zbz'
rotaler fur gouds at from four v wx months
boforo thero s any domand fur«, § by ths
constaner. The usual plea of the sal'txsman
i3 that if wo do not placo our urlers at the

tuno wo sholl not be able to get the goods
when wo need them. ‘This way Ly tropig
ease of jobboss and & few largs rovadars, bay
our oxporienco hus beea that ve could get
ail tho gouds wo needod 10 alincst anyrezalar
line of dry goods in ten to tweuty days bafare
tho retail seasunu upens fur thewi  \We knoy
that wo buy much more intelligently iy 3
rezard to quantity, stylo aud yrico in te:
or ifteen daysbefore we ned the goods thas ]
wo can §ix mouths boforo the s:2zon opem,
The jobber of the menufacti-er gives wf
topg dating, which we appre. i serymagd,
but 131t pot & fact that the ear'ly baging and
loug dating cause many of us to crerdey]
ourselves, as the buying time a- 1 the selli
time aro so far apars? M.ss dry ....é
merchants ard optimsts, and 4. ways looking]
for a big tradoin thefutu.c av ! auticipatisg]
greater things 1n tho way of bisigess tha
como to pass. We beliove that 17 the buyix
timo tho selliug time, 2nd the paying tis
2!l came closs togother. 1t would maks o
moro careful about quantity at leest, apd wy
would buy more 1 touch with the soe
aud also with tho wants of our customes]
Wo bolievo it to bo a fact thot the g
wajority of dry goods merchants who
good creit or cash to buy with am o
stuched all the year througa ™

Breadstuffs in Sight.

Tho aggregato sapplies of breadstuflsiat
United States and Canada ou April 1,180
a3 roported to the Daily Trade Balletio sad
the Minneapolis Marget Rocord, exhibitd o
decreaso during March of 14.50§,00) bas
compared with a docrease of 1-4,692,50) beh
cla during F ;bruary, and a leereasscl§ 7
300 bushels aaring Maych 195, Theo
a guaeral shrinkage in supplics, eseciel
at the Atlantic seaboard avl in ths N
west.  \Whero an increase hastakerp
1t was duo to the remaval of round lots
tho larger distributing poiz *~ in theintg
The docrease 1n stocks of tlour was §
marked —189,70) barrels— azainst 2
of 101,104 barrels daring Vebrosrs, sug
reduction of 23,000 barre's durig
1896, Supplics 1n New Y 1k, iat
west, on tho Dacific Cuast. and in (e
were shghtly onlarged, shile 12 all o
section, thera was quite a marked &
In the South, stocks waro materislly
duo to somo extent to lorge shipmeek
Newport News. .

The aggrogate supplics of brotdeam
FEuropo and afloat therefur and in Al
tho United States and Cacada oo A
1597, were equal 189,010 *++ bushels, o
155,501,900 buskols on Al+r-b1,sdlN
7w bushels on Apnil 1, 194 The 0
16 the agzregatn was equal 15.3700KE
els, against o decroaso «f 1750250
during Fobruary, and 1125750 4
during March, 1533, The agiregss
aro 41,518,801 bushels les< than 1

year ago.—Chicago Trad: Ballezia: K



