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'Zhe comnmercial

À SHORT CROP.
It la %low Pretty wvilI beyoild t1uestio,

tlint in the Calndianl Nortlîn (St titis ventr
the crop ail ov'er w~ill fail consideralîly
short of u av t~erage yield, altolio.I in
parts tbeî'e wilili ho cause foi' coluplailit
on tlmat, liea(. Ran lias leen sadly waîîted
ail over the territories wîest of Manitoba,
and unless îin tie districts close to the,
prov'incial bou'îdary, tiiere wvililieo a big~
aliortage iii grain yield. Froii, tie western
liiiits of the province eastward to w~itIuiî
forty mniles of the Red River tliere is
littie if any reason to couiplain, ait the
thickly satted area wiUîin these lituits
having liad suflicient, min to insu re a grain
crop, althoughi at soine points root crops
have sufl'eréd fromn drouglit, and the yield
will hoe veryV light.

Thiere is no great reason for astonislî.
ment nt tie droughit whicli lias existed
away west of Manitoba, wîhere settlceit
and cultivation is as yet too limiitect to, ii-
sure a cliniate wîith a regulated mnoisture.
Such eccentricities niay bu looked for ini
any IIOw and unclevelopcd prairie country,
and tlîeirdisappearance iniayalso bc looked
for as% the country gets settled and lîroketi
Up'

But Uie dî'ouglit w'lucl lias talken pincé
iii the Red River v'alley titis suiîîmer is
ratier a surprise to niamiy, anîd eau only
be accouîîted foi' on the gî'ound that thtis
valley is the iîorttîeri tail of tue gi'cat
drougl,,it irt'a whlicli exteuded over the
no01tlîerîî portion of the conrtinent titis
suiînineî'. Tlîat iL. lias (ltie lieav'y lainage
to crops is lh"voîîd doubt, and yet thc
yield of graini îeî'e prolîlises to bc iiuçit
lieavier tlîan could bo expected undeî' the
circuin statices, especially the yield of
wheat sownî early. The( fie growving anîd
showery weather late in April anîd early
inà %ay inisureda lnifiicet stanldofgrain
sowîi before tliat, nîo droughit heing lîeaid
of', unt'il suca grain lîad iîîde coiîsidci'able
lieacwav. But the barlpy, oats and
wvheat sown since the lOtlî of May lias
liad a bard tinie of it, aud niowliere i thue
valley will the crop of tiiese, go iuch over
liaif aii average yield. Ton <lays ago the
outlook wvas nicli worse titanî now, as
local slîowcrs have ini tht' interval miade
wonderful ituprovoî-nents in înany places.
AU ov'er the. vallev the stand of gtrain
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sceeiis te hiave bîeii good aîîd ininuîy
piaces, uîuîisuaiy tbick. 1' wvihi no doubt
couie to the tiireslier short ini tic head as
vecil 11s tie straw, but tlla quaîîti'ty of
lîcads wvill bct sufliciuîit to imistire a larger
yield thau a t'asuîa) glance w'ould wvarranît
uis inepetn.

Root ei'ops ini the' Red River valley
-,vi!i ulidoubtedihy prove a failuî'o titis
spasoii, aiîd the liay cu'op is aiready a
faitui'e. liesie will lie gi'eater dlrawbacks
tlian the sliort graini crop, foi' lînîf a crop
of thie tîuality of wlîeat, we are likely ta
have titis year, aiid at the imiproved prices
we mîîay look forward to, wiiI after ail bc ait
iiprov"ieîît upon a lieavy but daiaged
crop and iow prices. Tihis wint4'r a large
shiare of tlîe local freiglit traiie on tlîe C.
P.R. will bo the carryiiig of potataes, and
other î'e-etables as weil as pressed lîay
froiu iuîore favored parts iii tlîo province
to the Red River toaiîs ai.,l the city of
Niunipeg.ý The crop of root feed for
animuinîs wvili uidoubtedly be very short,
aîîd tlîe <îuaiity of graini now in prospect
does not iîîdicîîte auy daiînged stufi' to
feed. TIiere is tiiei'efore ne fear of stock
dying next spring frontî over feediing dur-
in- thie u'iiter iîow Lt'fore us.

As ta the wvheat, wve have no0 reason to
chiange our estimîuate of Uie probiable yield
gliven iii a formiier issue, anîd if we <tid
change it %% ouid bo toi ralse figures al little.
We look foi' at lea.st liaI f a croit ini tle
Red River Valley, a fîull ave'rage crop or
v'ery iiear it fî'oiii foity toiles west of tie
river' to tic western limiita; of the' province,
auîd bî'yonid tlîat a cri't mot aîîy better on
the average thaui titis V'alley. Ail over
thîe counîtry %ve look foi' a two-tliird crop
as thie average, and we look forw~ard to
lîaviîîg a bettei' sainple of wvleat, thian
w'e have liad for four ycaî's past,

TRADE 'WITH BRITISH COLUMBIA.
Now that the C. P. Raiiway lias been

opeiued for traflie tlîrougli to tlîe Pacifie
coat, and direct trade conununication
-ant ho lîad witli the' people of Britishî Col-
unîh)ia, it is of inîportasice to, the nier-
chants of 'Manuitoba to do wlîat tlîey can
ta establishil a tracte witlî tliat province.
Before tlîe openig of tlîe railway, anci
viie dependent upon tUin iound about

way vii the Northern Pacifie, thme tratle
bctwve-n tic Prairie and Pacifie provinces
wvas of course of litnited proportion. Now
liowever, there is every opportunity for
the developurient, o? trade intercourse ta
the fiillest extent, and it is flot u-ilikely

tliat tlîo people of tue two provinîces bo
lately united by tîze iroîi band, xîîay find
it ta tlîeir inutual interest to lîold consid-
ermble trade intercourse witlî ecdi other.
Tiouglh thîe population of Britist Commtt-
bill, Jike Manitoba nd the territories, is
as yet Iiîited, espeeiaily iii proportion te
thme v'ast exteuit of territory, yt it fiq a
groNvilug population, and slow thuit colu'
nhunicatiomî lias beeit opeued between the
province and the rest af the Doiiion, its
advancenieut is likely to l>e nînch im
rapid. It is tiierefore iîot so, lnuch for
the preseiît as to, tlîe future tiat aur muer-
elhants; shoutd look, in using tiîcir hast ef-
forts to immnediately estabhish trade rela.
tions with the people of Britishî Columibia.
TViat our îîîerchants are fully alive ta, the'
imiportance of tiis trade lias already heen
demonstrated. Several of aur ruerclmants
aud exporters liacl visited tOiat province
before tie C. P. R. wvas opened for traffic,
and sinco tlîat Limie a mîuniber of others
have sent represemîtatives ao' are preparing
ta do so. The Province of Br'itish Coi-
unibia difrera widely ini somne respects ini
natural coniditious ai( rosources, fî'omî
Manitoba anîd the Northwvest Territories,
and tlii should be an imnpor'tant fieature
inii îakircg imter-trade pr'ofitable. The
gîleat w2altlî of the, forests of British Col-
uinbia should be turtîed imita account iii
supptyiîîg, the Y-\orthw\ est with wvooden
wvarL'sna produets of thme forest. lier
vast minerai resoureps should aise lic
turîîed to, accoumt iii Uie production of
-iarious hutes of goods, whit'h wvould find
ready sale aiiioiîgl thîe lar'ge population
whivli iiust soon iniahit, the prair'ies. Thei
Iisli for wlîicli tliat provinîce is so, faiî'ous
'-vould also fimîd a profitable mnarket ia flic
Nortlîwest, both freali and caniiect ; wliilst
for fruit there is already a large demand
lîcre. M1auy v'arietie.9 of fruit iîow iîîu-
ported froîn California and Oregonî could
lie grow il to equaliy as gî'eat advantage il%
Britisht Columuibia. li returti tuie.'L'orthi-
wvest could supply thie British féoluilibians
with ant unlimiited quauîtity of produre
and provisions. Fiaur iiauufactured hy
tht' îîost îiiproved proces, fromîî our No.
1 liard, tlîe fini-st grade of wheat iii the
wo'ld ; butter amîd cheeao naufactured
in Nartliwestern dainies and creanieries,
rich front tlîe liscious prairie grasses up'
an which the cattie fced, and havin- a
peculiar nutty flavor, unequaled by the
produet of any atlier country; cured
meats ' nid hog products, grown in o.
healthy climate an(i nourisheil witlî rieh


