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THE CANADA

PROPOSED EXPORT DUTY ON PULP-WOOD.

We referred briefly in our last issue to the re-
quest made to the Dominion government by ¢
number of pulp manufiicturers to impose an ex-
port duty on pulp-wood. The deputation was
headed by Mr. John Forman, of the Laurentide
Pulp Company. ‘They pointed out that while
spruce logs were admitted free to the United
States, a duty of ten per cent. was imposed on
wood-pulp, which, it was cI»imed, had the effect
of giving the United States  anufacturers the
lion’s share of the profit of the pulp industry.
The imposition of 2 duty would result in the gov-
ernment of the United States abolishing the duty
on pulp, and as Canada was said to have eighty
per cent. of the pulp-wood of’ North America, the
Canadians would practically have a monopoly of
the industry. Between five and six hundred
thousand cords of pulp-wood were exported an-
nually.

Below will be found the opinions, pro and con,
of several prominent lumbermen, pulp manufac-
turers, and others, on the advisability of imposing
the duty:

FOR THE DUTY.

Me. Beanett, M. P for East Simcog, in introducing the
question in the House, denounced the policy of permitting
saw logs to be exported without o duty.  He read the
declaration of a manufacturer in Bay City that if Canada
were to impose an export duty on saw logs it would throw
20,000 American mill hands out of cmployment, as the
American mills would have to be removed to the Canadian
side.  He believed it was the influence of the Ouawa
mill men that had previously prevented the imposition o1
such a duty, they being afraid of the re-imposition of the
United States duty of $t per thousand on Canadian
lumber.

Me. W HL Rowley, seeretary-treasurer of the E, B, Eddy
Co., Hull, Que., says : ¢ Canada has an enormous forest
wealth.  Why shoutd we in Canada furnish the paper and
puip mills of the United States with our saw mitterial at
the cost of the destruction of our forests, without receiving
in return anything except the bare cost of cutting down
the standing timber and expotting #t2  The Americans
have placed a heavy duty on all pulp and paper going
into the States, while, without our source of supply for
their wmills, they could not operte them, as they are
almost entirely dependent upon Canadian or Northern
European sources for their pulp wood. Some of our
lumber people are the strongrest opponents to the imposi-
tion of the export duty on pulp wood, timidly fearing that
if Canadians impose 2 duty on pulp wood the United
States would impose an import duty on lumber.  Well,
suppose they dide Mr. Whitney, of the St. Anthony
Lumber Co., who, knowing the value of Canadian green
tree tops, came over here and established a large lumber-
inge mill in our midst, has given hix opinion that an import
duty on our lumber will never be imposed by the UL S,
because the present party in poner is notin sympathy with
i1, and because Michigan lumbenmen arve already making
a big noisc overit.  He adds that if an import duty was
imposed by the United States, it would be so small as not
to be felt by Canadian lumbermen during brisk business
seasons.  The auswer of the pulp manufacturers of Can-
ada to the point tiken by the lumbenmien is that as lum-
ber, the product of saw logs, goces into the United States
free, pulp and paper, the product of pulp wood, should
also o into the United States free, instead of as present
beingr subject to an import duty of 10 percent. It scems
certatin that the Canadian Government will imposc a duty
on pulp wood for the following reasons, amongothers: A
tarifl of $2 per cord scemslikely to be the duty first imposed,
thougehiit would appear to bebetterto fixitat $3, which tax
would yicld a handsome revenuc tothe Dominion Govern-
menty but which would speedily result in the United Siates
paper makers oblaining a change in their pulp dutics
or in compelling them to come to this side and manu.
facture the pulp on the ground. The Canadians have
no desire to cmbarrass or hamper the operations of their
American cousing, asking only that our Govermnent take
such steps as will preserve to us the legitimate trade
advantages.”

LUVMIBERMAN "

W, Mason & Sons, Qutawa s As regards the advisae
bility of the Dominjon Government imposing an export
duty on spruce logs, we may say that i our opmon there
shoukd be a good substiatial export duty placed upon all
vnanufactured products of the forests, such ax pulp-
wood, saw los, timber, ¢te,, where they ae iken from
this country for the pupose of munmnfactming them in
direct opposition to industrics established or capable o
being established in Canada.™

AGAINST TUE DULY.

Jo W. Howry & Sons, Fenelon Falls, Ounto: {t is our
opinion that the request for export duty on sprace logs is
premature, owing to the agitated state of affuirs in the
United States, and anything of this nature comings up at
the present time would but mtensfy the desive to place an
import duty on lumber, making it very much harder for
those interested to do business with the people beyond the
border.  We also think that it will have the effect ot
reducing the price on spruce stumpigre and a gencerad
depressings effeet on lumber, lath and shingles.

Mre. Geo, T Marks, of Port Arthur, Oat,, o large
owner of spruce timber limits, says @ ¢ The Canadiam gov-
ecament will make 2 serious error it they adopt the $2
export duty.  “The owners of standing sproce find diffi-
culty now in competing with the Muine and Vieginia
owners. They can almost supply the U S, market.
Beeause our firm could not sell so cheaply as the Maine
owners Last antumn, we had 3,000 cords of pulp wood
Ieft on our hands. It is rotting now at Port Arthur. It
the government of Cinada grants the request of the
Canmudian  pulp manufiacturers, the timber owners will
have to sell for next to nothing.”

Mr. Edwards, M., in reply 1o Mr. Beanett, made a
strongs argument against the imposition of a duty.  Mr.
Bennetthad elaimed that if the 300,000,000 feet of logs
which were exported Iast year had been sawn in Canada
it would have yiven employment to 20,000 men, with 2
wages bill aumounting to $3,300,000.  The trath was that
the sawing of that number of logs would have given em-
ployment to 2,000 men, with wiages of $600,000, and then
it had to be remembered that alitbough the logs were not
sawn in Canada they were rafied here, and 30 cents
thousand had to be allowed for that, e declared that
while the United States could get along for 1,000 vears
without buying one stick of Canadian timber, that country
took two million dollars” worth more of Canada'’s sawn
lumber than Great Britain, and that was of the lower
grades which were harder to sell. Therefore he wonld
regrard as a great calamity a proposition to impose an
export duty on logs.

Hon. J. K. Ward, proprictor Mono Saw Mills, Montreal:
‘1 think it would be impolitic on our part 1o put an export
duty on sprace logs going out of the country, whether
used for pulp or otherwise. Umil recently the spruce
lumber that found a macket in the United States was
subjected to an import duty of Sz per thousand feet and
pine ta St oper thowsand feet, we atlowing all logs ta be
exported free of duty—which arrangement, 5o doubt, is 2
great benefit to Canadinn spruce producers especially.
Thercfore, the only reason that 1 ean sce for puttingy an
export duty on spruce pulp wood would be, that jt might
induce the United States to take the duty off ground pulp.
[t might, nevertheless, have the comrary effect by restor-
ing the S2 duty on our spruce lumber, which would be a
scrious manter to us.  The Provincial governments, who
are the propriciors of the timber on crown lands, could
make the conditions for cutting pulp wood so oncrous as
to size and price as to make it almost prohibitory.  This
policy, if pursuced, weuld undoubtedly bring about retalia-
tion, which I do not think would be to our interest. J\sa
holder of spruce limits, 1 am not in favoue of imposing an
export duty on spruce logs or pulp wood.  Many of the
settlers on newland in Eastern Canada and other parts of
the country find much small spruce suitable for pulp on
their lands, which would be buraed in clearing if they
could uot find 2 market for it, the price reccived often
helping them to cke out an existence, and the lnmberman
concluding it is better (o realize on his timber than to am
the risk of having it burat up or stolen by boyrus settlers,
Uatid our provincial anthoritics come to the conclusion o
adopt & policy, such as setting apart all lands as forest
reserves which are sot aaitable for agriculture, of which
there is a vast quantity in this provinee, and giving the
owners of limits some security in that which has in most
cases cost them a good deat of money, it will be to thar
interest to xell their standing timber to the fint comer,
regardless of the future.™

PERSONAL.

Me. AL HL Campbell, of the Muskoka Mill and Lumber
Co., ‘Toranto, is at present on a pleasure hip o Bogland,

Me. Samwel Eeb, of Scattles has been engaged by the
Victoria Lumber Co, as foreman of their millat Chenttinus,
B.C.

The death is aamownced of Mas. Eaton, wate of Mo 1D,
R. Eaton, of the well-huown tymber fium ot that weue at
Parshore, N, 8.

Me. Jobm Pringle, Lo mill suaager for the Congger
Lumnber Co., has received a similine’ ppeistment with the
Qutario Lumber Co,

Me. William Armstrong, tlumber merchant, of Portage
L Pandeie, Mang, s veceiting the congratalations of tus
fricnds upon his recent marriage.

Mo Wi AL MeGillis, of Chatottenbusgg, Ont., a1 one
time one of the most prominent lumber deaters in Eastern
Ontario, is dead, aged 74 vears,

The death occeurved on the 12th ultimo, of Me, DAV,
Alexander, of Marysaille, N. B,
prominent mill wan of St. Stephen.

He was formerly a

Me. D O'Comnor, lumber merchant, of Sudbury, Oat.,
is a probable Libeial candidate for the Nipissing disttict at
the approaching Dominion elections,

Me. B P Young, of Younyg Riose & Coo, lumber
maerchants, Paresboro, N. 8., has recently returned from
an extended trip through the United States,

Me. P Cantin, advoeate, of Quebec, wits recently united
in marsinge with Miss Veiltens, eldest daagtner of Mr.
Chiles Veilleux, lumber merchant, of St. David,

Mr. L. H. Shepard has severed his connection with the
Shepard & Moese Lumber Co., of Boston, Mass,, to cme
batk in the wholeside lumber busmess Tor hanself,

Mr. R W, Grabam, of Guyretown, N, B, an extensive
Tumber operator, will, it s

said, retice from the business
as somi s he has disposed of the preseat winter's cut.
The sudden death of Mre. Alexander Shives took place
at St John, N. B a fortnight ago. Deceansed was 58
years of age, and for anumber of yeurs operated osaw
il at Dunsinaine.
Mr. Al L. Fox, who operates a0 saw mill at Aroor,
. IZasex county, Ont., was i recent visitor at the LuMiegMax
oftice.  Mr. Fox seports the prospects as bright for o
oad scanon’s business,

Mr. Louis Dapuis, one of the best haown timber limit
explorers of the Ottanva valtey, is deade His death was
the result of hieart fiilure, brought on by exposure while
e ellingg through the pine forests in the upper Ontawa,

Me. W Gidley, mill foreman for Mo Mo Boad & Co.,
of Robeaygeas, Om., hias been obliged to seck the ad of
specialists at the Toronto hospitad for knee trouble.
Sinee bix return from British Columbia he has suffered
from swelling in the joint,

Information reaches us of the deathat Botsh Colunina
of Mr, Sutton, of Kincardine, Ont., formerly exsshentl of
the county of Bruce. M. Sutton erected the first saw
mill in the township g2 years ago, and mnce that tme has
carricd on business as miller in Ontario and British
Columbin.

One of the oldest lumbermen in Cinada was M
Peter Cockburn, of Gravenhurst, Ont., whose death
occurred at the age of 87 vears. He came to Canada in
1813, and soon after catered inte the square tunber
business, carrying on trade generally between the lower
Ottawa and Quebee. 11830 he removed to Gravenbunst,
where Lo remmined antil his death, He had uot been in
active business for the last fifteen years.

Mesars, Jo & RoE. Butler bave recently opened ot in
the wholesale and retail lamber business at Woodaock,
Ont., and have leased the Peacock planing miill for five
yesus, They have put in o splendid brick kiln and pus-
pose addimg four machines to the preseat equipment.
Me. R E. Butler was amember of the finm of Leschman,
Maundrell & Co. for some time, and has a wiude experi-
cace i the lumber business, while Mr. John Butler is
well known in Wowmkdstock as an encrgetic busimess .

The death occurred at London, Eog., on the 26th of
February, of Mre. John Burstall, lumber sierchiang, of
Quebee, Mr. Burstall had decided io resude wm Engeland,
and had recently taken up his residence at Blackneath.
He was born at Hessle, near Hull, sixty«four vears gz,
and Ieft England for Canada at the ape of 23 vears,
Entering the oflice of his uncle, Mr. Edward Buestall,
at Quebec, after four years he was admitied as a parntner
in the firm.  In 18502 Me. Edward Barstall retired, and his
uephew acquired the business shortdy after, remaining
senior pasiner since that time.



