THE CRITIC.

HEADQUARTERS 1 OR
Railway, Colliery and
Gold Miners’ o
SUFPLIES. &N

124 HOLLIS STAEET, -
HALIFAX, N. S.
ENGINES, BOILERS, PUMPS,
WROT IRON PIPE,
CYLINDER and MACHINE OILS,

Picks, Shovels, Steel, Miners’' Patent Sperm
Candles, Belting and Hose.

W. & A. MOIR,

Mechanical Engineers & Machinists,
0ur Specialty—MARINE ENGINE BUILDING AWD REPAIRINC.

——— DEALERS IN ——

MILL, MINING AND STEAMSHIP SUPPLIES.

Agents for GARLOCK'S PATENT PISTON ROD PACKINGS.
Agents for *“ MAGNOLIA,” a Perfect Anti-Friotion Metal.

Engine Works, Barrington Street, Halifax.

MACDONALD & CO,

(LIMITED)
HAT.ITFAX. IN. S.

Manufacturers of and Dealers in

PUMPING MACIZINERY
FOR MINERS' USE,

IRON PIPES AND FITTINGS, &c.
Robulrite.

Lhis is the only explosivo cver invented that can in reality bo termed

A SAFETY FLaMELESS EXPLOSIVE.

It is not .Tected in theleast by chanpo of temperature; neither Fire, Lightnirg,
ZTlectricity cr Coucussion can fire it, and nothing but the insertion of the Detonator o
the cartiidges can make it explode  Since ita first introduction THERE HAS NEVER
BEEN A REPORT OF A SINGLE ACCIDENT UR LUSS OF LIFE citherin fta
uss or manufacture. Any explosive containing NITRO GLYCERINE when exposed
altornately to moist and dry air is LIABLE TO_8PuXTANEOUS JGNITION, andsuch isreported
aggln:t by H. M. Inspector of Explosiver. 31— X1I-90. Henco the terrible anidents
which a0 constantly occurring frum tho use f Dynamite whereby THOUSARNIS oF MINERS
BAVE BEEN KILLED. .

ROBURITE is also 40RE ECONONICAL TO TSE than any other eaplosive. This has
been clesrly demonstrated in the oNE HUNDRED AND THIRIY-FOUR CO.LIERIES IN ENGLAND
that aro using it exclusively, and Ainersin Nova Scotia have only 0 study cloeely the
character of the material to be operated on, and after a little practice will discover that a
very #mall charpe of Roburite will deall the work that larger chargea had Qrexiouxly been
usel to do.  MORE COAL CAN BE GeTTEN BY ROBURITE AND AT LES3
COST thas, by any other exploaive whilst attle same time ALL RISK OF ACCIDENT
IS AVUIDED. These are facts which ahould bo well studied by Managers of Mines and
Miéx:;nl lwho have any regard for their lives and the conufort and Lkappicess of their wives
an dren.

Manufactured in Halifax and for sale by

THG CAVADA CPLCSIVES CONRANY, Limbal

Office: No. 2 DUKE ST., HALIFAX, N. 8.

MINING.

Tho business men of St. John aro ehrewd and onterprising, and it iy
not surprising to find that they are invesling to a lirge extont in the gold
mipea of this Province. Thero are soveral syndicates and onv construction
company formed there with amp:e capital, aud any good mines offered aro
thoroughly investigated, and if the circurtances warraut, purchased or
capital advanced to aid in devolopment. Tne same is ttuo of coal mines,
and sowe of our largest producers to-day wero started with capital sub-
scribed in St. Jobn. The deep and intelligent interest in our minoral
tesources ovinced by leading morchants and capitalists in St. John is in
.triking contrast with the apathy disp'ayed by Halifax business wen, who
when they do invest gemerally lose, as thoy refuso to recoguize native
talent, but put up their money on the plau-iblo tales of smwooth-tongued
outsiders who have absolutoly no mining oxperience. There are of course
numerous sxceptions to this rule, but recont developments prove that it
still holds good.

3Mr. Chas. M. Dobson, AL E. and C.E, of Chicago, has lately paid a
visit to New Brunswick in the interests of Chicago capitalists, who con
templato tho purchase of the Stockton manganese mines near Suzsex, Mr.
Dobson is a thorough metsllurgist as well as mining engineer, and has had
chargo of some of the largest mines and reduction works in Arkansas and
Colorado. Ho has held prominent positions in all parts of the world, and
meny large properties have been sold on his fuvorable reports. In his
reports on the treatmont of gold ores he always bas a good word to say of
tho pattern of stamp mill ‘manufactured in Nova Scotia, and on ono
occasion imporied into the States & mill manufactured by the Truro
Foundry snd Machine Co. While in St. John Mr. Dobson received a largoe
retainor from some gentlemen interested in gold mining at Isaac’s Harbor and
Country Harbor to visit and report on their property, and spent a short
time in thal part of the country. Ho was cvidently most favorably
impressed with both Now Brunswick and Nova Scotia as favorablo fields
for tho investment of capitsl in mining enterprise, and ss ho is now
located in Chicago, where he has the best of connections, bis visit hero
may resu.t in important-business.

The action of ™s government in increasing the royalty on coal under
o-isting leasee froms 73to 10 conts on run of the mine coal has already done
barm, as ‘ho discussion evoked has brought into unpleasant prominence
the fact that lessoes of coaland other arcas in this Province aro at the morcy
of the government,who havo the authority—or claim they have—to increase
the royalty at ploasure. Under tho heading ** Proposed Mining Logisiction
in Nova Scotia; Bad Polical Economy ;”’ Rossiter W. Raymond, Special
Contributor of the New York Engincering and Mining Journal, has ax abls
and logical article on the proposed increase in royalty, in which he goints
out tho probable effect 0. the enforcoment of the measure. Wo quote bis
concluding naragrapbs only, as space for' as the publication of the wholo of
his valuable letter. ¢ Thero has never been, probably, more unemployed
copital in London, Beilin, Paris and New York than thers is to-day. Yot
it has seldom heen so dificult to enlist it in promising cnterprises. One
principal reason is di 3lared to bo (and I believe the statoment), the hostility
shown by legislatures to capitalists and corporations. Grangoer laws,specisal
tax-laws, laws indicating prices of cormmodities, and ahost of other fanciful
experiments in *State Socialism,’ are driving capital away from the places
that need it most. Would it be wise for Nova Scotia to join this procession
of folly, and give notico ihat sho also, * from time to time,’ intonds to
pluck and squonze, and see how near she can come to killing the gooss
that lays Zier golden cgys? If she does, even geeso will shun her shores
hereafter.

* But,' it may be asked, ¢ if it should be clear that the royalty now paid
upon coal is smallor thar, in fairness to the Province and without injustica
to the industry, it ought to be, may not the Legislature, now or at any
other time, at least wherever it bas the oxpressly reserved right to change
tho royalty, exerciso that right ¥’

My answer is that, as to futuro Jeases, thero can bo no queation ; and it
would bo a very good thing for the Legislature to try the experiment and
seo whether, uuder the higher royalty impused, anybody would want to
loaso tho lands. As to lands leased but pot worked, thero might be no
special harm dono by giving notico of a higher royalty to bo exacted when
work should bobegun. Butin both of these cases I think assuranco should
bo given that this now royalty would not bo raised again for a poriod of
years, long snaugh to justify theinvestment of capitalin extensive oparations.
Fiually, as to enterprises now ~~live upza 1. sed lands, I think an immedi-
ato increase of royalty, whether lawful or not,would beiu the highest dagree
unwise, and would inflict upon the Province an injury far groater than any
benefit which could be expe:ted from a tomporary incroase of revenuo.”

The Stellatton Journal .nd News states: < Weo are now in a vaqition
to s3y that tho valuable pre perty of tho Inverncas Coal and Reilway Com-
psny haschanged hands. The lucky purchaser is, wo understand, Mr.
Wm. Penn Hussey, of Dz . ers Port, Mass. It may bo ssked, ¢ If the pro-
perty is a valuablo one, hew is it that it has not been developed 37 There
aro sovoral reacons, the chief of which is, that to dovelop the proporty would
have involved a largo outlay in the building of a railway or othor means of
oxit for tho product. The building by the Government of the C. B railway
rendors possible shipments from the property by a branch railway. It was
considored that conneclion with tho sea was impossiblo oxcopt on an outlsy
of $100,000 or more. It is 2 ow bolioved that a canal can bo cut between tho
Jako in tho centro of tho proporty and the ceoan at s cost of S15,000 to

25,000, This canal onco built would give the Broad Cove field practically




