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PHE:CRITIC

CITY CHIMES.

Last Friday was a typical St. Valontine’s day, so bright an 1 gonisl that
oven in tho city whoraver thero woro treea tho choerful chirping of birds
brought to mind tho old tradition of their pairing on that anniversary.
So fino and pleasant was it, howover, that one felt that it must be what ia
commonly called a * woather breuder”  Accordinuty it blow hard and
and ruined in torronts during tho night, but Sitnrday still rom-ined a phe.
pominnlly mild, not to say close, day. On Suud iy it beeame cold vg+in and
continued &0 on Monday w:th overv indication of » wecond edition of win.
ter, and Tucsday’s snuw-fall settled tho question that winter is still hore

beyond doubt,

All the world (without hia wife) partock last Satarday evoniug of the
gonial hospitality of tho 66th P. L. . This was the second of the ploasant
“ At Homwes” of tho reguuoent, combining the plessnre of hearing some
very good singing by Messrs, Beak, Gillis, Ward, Macdonald and Subieski
and somo selections hy the excellent regimontal hand, with the enjovment
of a smoko and much plessant conversativn,  Mr. Sobieski is a valuablo
addition to the musical talent of the city, posso-siug a good and well cultiva.
ted baritons voice. Almost every cliss snd profuxsion in Hahfux wus
reprosonted, including the regulars, amongst whom we noticed Col. Fonn of
the Duke of Wellingcon's, Lt. Col. O'Brien, commanding Roysl Evuineers,
snd meny othe: offi :ars. Lt -Col's. Worsley and McShano woro slso present.

Vhatever the 66th do, thuy do well

The third Subscription Concert of the season was given by the Orphous
Club and Ladies’ Auxiliary in Orpheus Hall on Tuesdav evening. The
weather was not pleasant, but notwithstanding that o very large andience wae
present. Tho programme couristed of three of Mendelssohn’s works, No
1, Sacred Cantata, ** Praise Jehovah,” composed for the church fostival at
Liege, 11th Juno, 1856 ; No. 2, Coucerto fur violin ; and No. 3, * Luroley,”
an unfinished opers, The opening chorus of the Cant+ta by tha Orphous
Club and Ludies' Auxiliary was too powetful for the buitldiog, the volume
of eound being quite ove.rpowering, snd the tonors were slightly out of tune
Miss Laine's solo, *Sing of judgment,” with chorus, was beautifully
rondored. Tho quartette, *“ Yg, who from his ways hive turned,” by Miss
Laine, Mre. Taylor and Messrs, Gullis and Ward, is a beautiful composition,
but unfortunately the voices did not blend, aud a disappoinied feeling
pervaded the sudience. ‘The secound chorus was woll done, and Miss Laine's
solo, ** Lord at all times I will bless Thee,” was sung with much feeling and
olicited a burst of applause. The incousiderateness of many in the audience
in tarning over the leaves of the programme during the last verso of this
beautiful solc was aggravating to thosoe who wished to enjuy the closing
strains, but it must havo been simply exasperating to the singor to have her
voice drowned in the rustle of psper  The third chorus wasa good ono,
and was well done, as was the closing quartetie and chorus of the cantata,
Herr Klingenfeld's violin solo was performed iu a masterly and finished
manner, and called furth sn encore, to which ho responded with a cavatina
by Rass, which was even more approciated than the concerto. ¢ Loreley”
opencd with a chorus, *“ Ave Maria,"” which was very pretty, and Muss
Laine's solo as Lerora deserves nothing but praise.  The male chorus was
given with much spirit, and the solo and chorus, ** Hither wo sweop,” was
well done.  Mis Laine’s last solo, with chorus by the Club and Ladies’
Auxiliary, was very passionate, and wag marked by lise expression.  Miss
Laine was the recipient of a handsome bouquet. Tne naturo of tno
programme precluded oncores, excopt in the case of Herr Khogenfuld's
violin solo, but the *“gems " were nut the less spprectated for this cause.
Mr, Porter deserves unbounded prsise for hiz able conductorship, as does

Mr, Payne for his services as accompanist,

The Childrens’ Carnival at the Exhibition Rink last Friliy evening
was a great succuss, Abuut five tundred skaters 10 cuslumes “ere
on the ice and the brilliant scene was viewol by over 2,070 spectators
The costumes were varied aud must of them pretty, ladies of ye olden
time, colored folke, fat boys, buttesflies snd fuiries, suldiers sud esilors, all
skating round and round, the ka ediecopic scoue changing every miuute
made a very attractive picture. A group of wfants tollowed by therr nurse
carrying a bottle of nourishment w. r~ funuy, ond many of the boys get ups
were of an amusing nuture. A fisherman carryiog a couple of real cud fish,
and a painter carrying a can of paint, scomed to maich very weil tor ugn
ness, The prize for the handsumest girls’ costuina wasawarded te Miss Cora
Macdon-ld, who looked very pretty in her light blue dress tnmmed with
swansdown and stuffed birds Mr, Leigh Guldie obtained the reward fur the
best boys' costume. Little Miss Luckhart as a buttefly was judged to havo the
ost origival custume. The © butteifiy” was made up of blue s okings, hight
blue satin skirt, pink bodice and blue wings Stanisy DoWiit asa ¢ Viking”
took first placo for the most original boy’s costume. A rival tu the mulitary
bands was in atiendanco and appeated or: the ico later on in the oveniny iu the
shape of the ** New Gorman band.” Tbey wero dressed as fisherwen, 1w cau-
vas overalls, blue and white guernseys and suu-westers.  1ney discoursed a |
choics (?) seleation of music, much to the delight of Lho chudren, The 1ca
becamo very wet as the ovening wore ou snd svme of the skaters found a
fall very uncomfortible. Tho children who attended pronounced the
carnival * just splendid,” o it may be considered a success.

COMMERCIAL.

Though a littlo improvement is noticable in the aggregate voluwo of

trade business cuntinuos 10 be slow in moat dopaitments.

The weathor has continued to fluctuate so ns to provent any veal revival
a8 yot in apy branch of business, but the indicwtions serm to favor the im-
pressivn that the epring trado will bo of larger volnme than that of the
same roason last year

Sovoral real ostate ownors, espocially in the suburbs of this city. are pre-
paring to e~ect new dwellings ou their lands during the coming epring aud
summer. Whilo wo aro nlways pleseed to note any ovidences of » tendoency
1o “improve tho waste pligea™ within our limits, wo confuas to grave doubts
u8 to tho wizdom of rushing up a lot of dwolliogs fur which lurge rentals
will be oxpected, while mny plices in the bueiness portions of tho city
stand idle, nud do vol oven earn cnough to pay intorest on their cost, re.
pairs, insurance, otc. If somo of the gortlomen who propose improving
their proporties iv the outlyng districts would +xpend tho same money in
bottering tho condition of their holdings in tho city proper it soows
probible that their investmonts would yield more ready and eatisfactory
returns.

Tho matter of a eafo curreticy for Cannda seoms to baug fire in parlia.
ment. While ministors hive made vague promises no sugh comprehensivo
measure of reform in this respect ag the peoplo have a right to expect has,
»2 yo!, been introduced. As thivgs now siand Canadians nto obliged to
sceepl & currepcy that uoder certain couditivus is not good for ita fico
valun, As, for instance, in tho ciso of a bink failing, the notes of that
iatitution are immedtoly doprecisterd below their pir value and the
huldera thoreof cannot use them as a modium of circulation oxcept at a lnss,
votwithstandieg that they rank as a first lien on tho assots backed by the
doublo libility clause. This means that the poorer traders and working
people have to stand the brunt of tho temporary deprecintion of tho notos of
the failed baoke, as they canunot affurd to wait from eix months to thice
vears uutil the bot: s are redeemed in full, ‘The people of this country are
quite right in insisting upon having n curreney as eocure as that in use in
the United States, which will pass curront at its faco value in nny part of the
world, independont of any consideratiun of fsilure of the bank that issued
it. In other words tho promise to pay on demand on the faco of five, ten
or twenty dollar billo must be su genuine that they can in no way be
affected by ony misman.gement or duwnfall of the banks issuing them,
Thnat the governmant means t> do whit is right by the publio, and that the
Bunking Act will be so revised ss to render our presont imsecurs
currency as safo ag the National Bink circulation of the United States, we
thoroughly believe, but we think that such an important measure should
not be deforred till tho closing days of the seasion and then pushed through
hurriedly. Tho sooner that tha Bill is brought down the bettor for the
country.

The following are the assignments and business changes in this Province
during the past weok :—Union Furniture and Merchandise Co., Bass River,
capital to be increaged to 340,000.

Bradstreet's roport of tho week’s failures :—

Week Prov. Weeks corresponding to

Feb 14, week Feb. 14— Failures for the year to date.

1800 1890 1880 1888 1887 1800 889 1
United States..213 230 311 243 244 2100 2182 1029 1978
Canada........ 46 b7 46 i1 3 250 274 289 196

Dry Goops.—This trade is not as promising now as has been antici-
pated. Sellers continue to bo very cautious owing to payments- being far
below what were thought probsble. Oa the other haud buyers will onty
hindle what they sec sn imwsediste praspect of remising on aud aro indif
ferent, ‘Thiais ovident from the fict that som« linea which last yoar were
long ago pluced in consumptivn h.ve not been touched as yet, but pur.
chasors do not svom tu ciro at all, ®heieas last yoir pustcards and telegrams
wore in order with urgeot demnds for cither *immediste shipmeut or
cincel our order.” Advices from Eogland report & further advance of #d.
in cotton gouds while woulicns huve moved up another ponny.

Inon, Harpware anp MEraLs.—Tho iron market in the United King-
dom having quite unexp-ctedy broken down co fir a8 prices are concerned,
tho tone of trade on this side of the Atlntic is motably weasker though
holders claim that, as thoir stocks ara reduced to a minimum, they cinnot
luwer their quotations. We do ot hear of any chinges in bur iron aed 8
fair j +bbing movement is repurted in shelf hirdwira  Cible ndvices iadi-
cate contivued irregularity in the sp-culative branch of tue British market
with an undsr currout of weakuness that oxtends to other dupartmants; bub
oue fact i+ to bo nuted : that is the wide raige between wartaut quntitions
«nd the prices of makev’s br.nds, aod it is clai.and that, with the orders on
hnd, the mkars will nst he cimpallad to muterilly alter their figuces,
Still it is stand that iron can ba purchased at luwer prices than havo heen
previously quoted since the hulidays. :

BREADSTUEFs —The lucal whuat market hiw been quist and without
alteration and very littlo bu<goss is huard of : the movem+ut is pursly of a
jubbing naturs restricted ontirely to supp ying actusl cunsamptive reqnire-
monts, Beerbohm's ¢ihlo reports wheat and corn very quiet and un-
changed. Weather in Eaglaud fino. Tho C ucago wheat market has boon
merely a repeution of the pravieus report. Tne waather continaes to be
wonderfally fine, It is the samo 10 Europa anid has had similar effoct thero,
They had po frusts in Jnuary and the crops are all luvking fine. Cables
are naturally heavy. In New York wheat closed o to §: lower thau at
last quotations. Tho St. Louis wheat market dropped %¢ w f¢. In Toledo
wheat fell 3¢ to Je.

Provisions.—Wo have nothing new to roport in the local provision
markot, tho situation being unchanged with a smsll trade doing on con-
sumptive account. Dressed hogs have been about steady with s fuir
domand for light woights in jobbing lots. In Liverpool provisions have
been unchanged. Pork 1o Chicsgo muved up bc.  The hog matket in that
placo has also advanced about So. Tho cattlo market was steady.



