
TH1E CRITIC. 1

links %vere fast vearing out. Presently Paul rose up in his %vrath, %vlîich
was as still and white as lima's was fltished and violent.

IlYou are making my life so very dis.-grecable," lie said, Il tlîat if vwewere any more closely connected I duni't îliink tîat I could endure it. Ali
this brutal bullyirig of yotirs lias made tue late you. I curse the day wvhen
you first temptcd me to be a scoundrel and put myseli in your power I

"I tempt you 1" she said, wîîth a gratiiîg laugli. Ilhist a mistake 1 It
was you, M1r Lorrimtr, îvho bail your littie plans ready, and I wbo gave you
courage to carry them out. You are riot a very clever scoundrel."

* 'Perîsps not,'! lie said, Iooking at her %with a sort of loathing. la At ail
events, not clever enpugh to be your htisband."

IAli," she said, Il that is my tiffair. If you suit me--"
Site came a little nearer, and laid lier hand on his aîrn. -ie slîook lier

off.
"lBut 1 do not," he siid firmly. ItI is altogether a mistake. For hecaven's

salies Irma, let me go. I do flot love yoti axiy more."
IlI sc tha ," she said, îviih a sort of fierce self-control. IlI arn neither

deaf noer blind, nnd you do flot take pains to deceive nie."
"aAnd 1 do love," lie went on, as though she had flot spoken Ilsorne one

elso."
'I knov that, too," said Irma.
She ivas quiet now, anld looked worn out %vith the struggle.
'«Listen," said Paul, sitting dowvn, and rnotioning ber to a seat beside

him. IlI have something to propose.,
"lNot marriage ?" asked Irma, saxirically.
"aNo ; that is out of the question."
as Yet it is flot cvery Amtrican who cari marry a countcss," suggcsted

Irma.
'aNo." assented Paul; "t is not every Arncrican. who ivants to."
Irma actually smiled, but coldly. Her fury had subsided.
asWhat 1 ivish to propose is this: I will give you the money wlîich I got

for that accursed deed-"
Il You said that you got noue."l
'aI lied," said Paul, %vitlî the air of a man who is tired of explaining.
The countess tbrew up ber hands, wvith a brief ejaculation in ber mother.

tongue. Theri she turned to Lorrimer with a strange mixture of mockery
and surprise in hier face.

asIs it that you die to.night, my friend, that we have these strange
truths ?",

I don*t know,"' said Paul, whth a sort of dull wveariness. Il Perbaps.
1 don't care."

laGo on," said tht countess. '- Miy amiable mother will bc bere soon.
Miake hiaste."

Il As you care s0 much for money, >'ou may have it-if you tii? À-cep
quiet."

He turned his dark cyes upon lier, and locked straight into her own.
Irma moved uneasily, but ber gaze did flt faller.

IlTh'bt, you know," she said with, a littie flippant laugh, Il 1 can neyer
do. It is nor my nature."

laVery wvell," said Paul I know as mnuch about you as you do of me,
-rather more. It will be a scand.lous flot for B'erlin socicty to crack."

IlThe Btrliners are flot so simple as you believe," she said IlThey
ivou'd not listen. Now give me the rcst of your charming p)rogr.imme."

What a wonderful Wonsan you are !' lic exclaimed, in spite of Ilimself.
"And yct you do flot marry me.",
aNo; you are too wonderful."
IWcll, what is the plan ?
" SThe rrst of it is, . . - 1 arn going to ask M.%rs. Thoradyke to bc my

'Ah !" said Irma, 'wilh a sort of passiflg shudder; Il you ivili, will you,?"
uîThat is My intention," saisi Paul, with deci.lîon.
'No ivonder )-ou can afford to givc mc a Iittlc moncy. MViIi she acceî,î

you, do you tbink ?"
" Probably flot; but I nîcan to ask, ber."

VYou are kind to preparc me so gcntly. You are flot such a brute, after
ail"'

She said tbis ivitb a kiid of deadly pleasautry, which was cnough to frecze
a timid man's blood. Biut Paul ivas flot t'mid.

'a1 hope,'" said lie, politcly, "lthat I shall become lcss and lcss brutal
under thc influcnce of-"-2 But tic name stuck in his throat.

'1 1 suppose that you will sec lier to.night," said Irma, also politely.
Then, as thc aId countcss's step was beard nt the door, shc addcd, ««<Tel]
ber that 1 will cai, on ber carly ir-norrow morniflg."

And, as the Gr.iifinn cntered, Lorrimer left tîte rooin.

CHAPTER XV.

lfter a dinncr caten quite a!one anid cmbittcred at cacb moutbful by bis
Own refiections, Paul carri-ed out bis plan of calliDg oni M rs Tborndykc. It
would bc unncccssary toi describe bis thon;'bîs as lie druve to the Hohen-
zollcrn.Strasse. ]3y the time hc reacbed the house, hc fcit thorougbl;
unhingcd anid rcady to do anything reckless and foolisb. He was sbovwn
into tho çalon, wberc the servant told him that bewould find AMrs.Thorndykc
alone. The room vras flot brilliantly lightcd, yet lie paused on the
tbresbold with a look of dazzling bewilderment, for standing beside thei
Iii-eplacc, iwith ber arm resting on the mantcl-piecc, was the most lovely
woman hc had ever scen. It cortainlywa iras ic,-but Jessica trarisfornied,
sublimattd, glorîficd inio -onicthing mois: exquisiîc than she had cvcr been AL
hcforc.
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