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v 1he Psaanrvanian Kevigw
THL PREACHER'S WARNING,
BY JOIIN IMRIE,

Remesnek, O youth ! in thy catly pnne,

Tne Lod ol thy fattiers 10 ofden time:

The Creator ol heaven, and eatth, and spheres,
Wuh whain ooe day §s a5 4 thousand years
MWlule the yeare of wman are as eatly giass,

T'o day in hiealth, but o mortov doth pass

In o uural course of Jecay away,

To nungle again wath {13 mother=clay |

Ere the evil days come and years draw nigh,
When pleasure and hope pise way toa sigh g
Ao the eye whuse lusite was clear and tiight,
Gives fonh but a dim and uneeptan light )
Aud the siep, once fum and lithe ln the dance,
Ile enppled, and weak, and slow (o advance §
Oh | yvung man, beware, and remeuiber nuw
‘Ihy Ceeator=God, and thy fah:r's vow )

Let faith and prayer like daily Incense tlie

To Gud above, Leyond the starry skies |

Beek wisdom fiom on high as dadly food,

Lt not thy leit hand mar thy right hand's good ;
Liut prow in grace, and In the hnuwledge maze
Which maketh nch, aod Christ's atoneoient share §
Then shaill thy path be as the tising sun,

And God at Last shall say=3:¥e!! dons, swell dene |

Toroxto,

Fer2he Patssminaian Faviuw
THE PATENT BIRLE.
BY DIAKONOS.

Awout the beginning of the century, a wag.
gish Scotchman, on going into a genetal store
and being told that they sold everything there,
asked if they had a copy of the Bible revised
and corrected by the author, So witly was his
question considered that, notwithstanding its
wickedness, it has been handed-down as one of
the funniest things a Scotchman had been known
to say up o that time. But such has been the
sdvance of civilization during this 19th century,
and so great have been the improvements made
on both the wit and wickedness of past times,
that you can go into any book-store in the Prov.
jnce of Ontaric now and ask in sober earnest
far funnier questions than the wittiest Itishman
of fifty years agt;) was ever known to ask. Your
questions may be: “ Have you any copies of the
Word of God revised and corrected by the Edu.
cation Department, so as to be fit to be read in
public schools?" * Have you anything in the
shape of a Bible that will not offend the preju.
dices of a sceptic, an infidel, or anybody else?”
" Have you a copy of the sacred Scriptutes so
Ingeniously altered and adjusted as to suit the
views of both Protestants and Roman Catho-
lics, and all other antagonistic classes?” “VYou
have editions of the works of Burns and Byron
with the objectionable parts left out—have you
similar copies of the writings of Moses and the
Apostle Paul? “Have you an expurgated
edition of the Holy Bible?” *‘ Have you, in
book form, any selections from the O1d and New
Testaments fit fot*a woman to read?” And
before you have finished your first sentence the
ready clerk will whip down a book from his
shelves and say, * Here it is, the very thing you
want, * Scripture Readings for High and Pub.
lic Schools, Authorized by the Educatien De.
partment’; or, to be more explicit he will tumn
to the title page and read, ‘ Scripture Readings
for use in the Public and High Schools of On-
tatio, patented by the Minister of Education, in
the Office of the Minister of Agriculiure, Tor-
onto. Printed foi the Education Department,
1885.'™ Then, by way of further commenda.
sion, the salesman will call your attention to the
preface, whete it is stated that the volume ‘* has
been carefully revis~d by representativesof all the
leading religious denominations,” and will pro-
bably add in an undertone that it was not thought
necessaty to send a copy to the Pope for his
approval, but the Archbishop has examined it
and pronounced it all right. Rcading further on
in the preface you wilt learn that with this ex-
purgated Bible in his hand a teacher can avoid
“ giving a sectarian bias to the instruction im-
parted,” and can give proper attention to the
“ motal training” of the pupils,

If you still hesitate to purchase, the clever
clerk will turn to the table of contents and show

ou that the book is perfectly pure and harm-
ess. *See, Part I is simply * Historical.! Pant
11. is * Devotional, Didactic, Prophetic, Moral,’
petfectly moral, you see. Part IIL contains
*The Gospels,’ or as much of them as is ncces.
sary. Part IV, ' The Acts of the Apostles,’ not
all the acts, of course, but as many of them as
were found suitable, Psart V., *Selections from
the Epistles.’”  You proceed to examine to sec
if*the passages are all given verbatim; you try
to turn to Deuteronomy vi., 6, to know if that
passage has been amended £0 as to read, * And
some of these words which I command thee this
day shall be in thine heart, and thou shalt teach
thine oton slection of them diligently unto thy

children,”  But you observe that there are no
books nor chapters mentioned, so that you are
quite lost in scarching for the passage. “ You
sce,” says the ntclligent vendor of the volime,]
“ it is not intended that the book shall be com-
pared with the old edition of the Bible ; people
might be curious to see what had been left out,
and the very idea is to keep the minds of pepe
ple, and patticutarly the young, off some of the
omitted passages.  As for that Book of Deuter-
onomy, you hnow there two opinions about [t
anyway.”  Meanwhile you remember that there
is one passage you know wheic to find—the
closing words of RKevelation : @ If any man shall
take away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part out of
the book of lifc, and out of the holy city, and
from the things which are written in this book,”
cte.  Butas you tutn to the end of the volume
and look for these words, the interested shog)-
clerk bids you notice that the passage you arein
scarch of occurs at the 19th verse of the last
chapter of Resclation, while the ‘‘ representas
tives of all the religious denominations™ cone
cluded that it was better that the volume should
end with the 1.4th verse, ' Yout see—that Book
of Revelatimn——wcll—you understand ?*

It must be confessed that this carefully rev-
ised volume will be of but litile practical value
sven tothe patentee and printers of it, for atthe
present rapid rate of progress in wit, cte., ils
contents will soon become cbsolcte, But in
coming yeats it will be of considerable interest
as a litcrary curiosity, The few copies of it that
may survive will be of some salue also as historic
relics, by racans of whicn future generations will
learn what sozt of people lived before them, and
will be able to trace the influences by which in.
fidelity was made to flourish in the last years of
the 1gth century.

What a remarkable advance has alrealy been

made upon old ideas regarding the Bibly, since|’

the Education Department took the moral and

spiritual as well as the mental training of out|-

children under its carel  DBut a few years ago it
was thought that passages of Scripture that are
ntw seento be objectionable were possessed ot
a kind of virtue that was essential to the forma.
tion of sterling qualities in the growing.child;
But recently the most advanced oplnion

that the Bible should be read as & whole; that
he who confines his teading to particular parts
of it will become narrow in his views, and be in
danger of moral statvation for lack of a suffici.
ent quantity and vatiety of moral food  that in
spiritual as in natural sustenance, while the
purely nutritious matter migit be condensed into
very little bulk, yet the substance that is not
directlynutritious must be taken along with the
nutriment if one would enjoy vigorons health ;
and especially that if one would receive the full
benefit to be derived from the essential elements
of truth whizh the Bible contains, he must take
thess elements not alone, but together with the
other ingredients with which by Divine appoint.
ment tiiey have been so Mkilfully commingled.
These were the old-fashioned notions which pre.
vailed only a few years ago, before the school-
master went abroad beyond his wonted snhere,
and in the form of an Education Department,
issued a patent Bible.

Had this patent production been issued a cen-
tury or two ago, our Bibleloving forefathers
would have imperatively demanded the recall of
every copy of it, and gathering them all together,
as an heap of biasphemy, would have solemnly
consigned them to the fames.  But we are not
the rebellious race our fathers were,

For the Progarraaian Revigw,

ARE YOU SURE?

ARE you sure that you will live to see the dawn
of another day? * Boast not thyscll of to-
morrow,” .

Are you sure you will go to heaven when you
die? and if 50, can you give a Scriptural reason
for being so?  Does your life give evidence that
your feeling sure is well founded, and not pre.
sumption? Arc you sure that you are, by the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, taking the road
which leads to present and future happiness—
the way of faith in Christ your Saviour, a faith
which works by love? Are you sure you are not
deceived by a name to live while you are spirit.
ually dead?

mocked : for whatsoever a man soweth, thatl

shalt he also reap.”

Ate you sure you are not injuring the cause
of God in your family, and in public by an in.
consistent walk 2 Are you sure you are tralning
up your children in the way they should go, and
by your example recommending religion tothem?
"] will walk within my house with a perfect
heart.”

Are you sure your temper is mild and affec-
tionate ; that you are of a forgiving spirit and
heavenly in convenation, so that others may
take knowledge of you that you have been with
Jesus? Are you sure you never unnecessarily
speak of the faults of others when absent? and
if you reprove for faults, are you sure that it is
in meekness and love? *1f any man among
you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his
tongue but deceiveth his own self, that man's
religion is vain.” .

Are you sure you read the Holy Scriptures
daily, and search them, and try to retain and
practice what you read? " Keep therelore the

words of this covenant and do them, that yc may

prosper in all that ye do.”

. Are you sure, when you pray, that you arc in

Larnest, fervent, believing, mnportunate ? or are

you cold, hfcless, and formal?  * ‘The ¢ffectual

'grvclnf’ prayer of a righteous man availeth

uch.

Arc you sute you make no vain cxcuscs for
a0t attending the house of God on the Lords
‘day? Will the excuses you make now beac.
‘cepted in the day of judgment?  ** Lor a day in
thy courts is better than a thousand.” ¢ The
‘Jo7d loveth the gates of Zion, more than all the
Awellings of Jacob.”

t Arc you sure that yon spend nothing in gaud

fress, unnecessary otnaments, expensive food,

or valn amuseracnts, which might be bettes ex-
pended in relieving the poor, sending the gotpel
to the neglected at home, orthe heathenabroad;
distributing tracts, leaflets, or in somne work of
beneficence?  *“’I'o do good and to communi.

gate forget not 3 for with such sacrifices God s

well pliwsed.”

+ Arc you surc that you are not putting off re.
ntance ?  Beware, for you may die suddenly,
deprived of rcason, or given up to hardness

pf heatt1 " My Spint shall not always strive

with man.”

i Arz you sure that you are born agzin of the

Holy Spirit, and are believing in Jesus as your

Saviour? Christ said,* Ye must be born again,”

and ** He that believeth on the Son hath evers

lasting life.”

Friend, ponder these questions, and answer
them asin the presence of God ; and may the
Lord bless them to your soul.

{The above may Lc obtained in leaflet form
frem the Presbyterian News Co., Toronto.
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Mission ¥ork
SUMMARY QF A ;ERMON —

DELIVERID BY THE RETIRING MODERATOR, REY,
JA8. ROBERTSON, SUPT. MiSSIONS N.W.T.,y
AT THE SYNOD OF MANITORA,

" Arrzr ;::'ie‘rﬂce Rto the migionary ch:hucter
Jlethe s Mr. Robertson discussed .the fy.
ture of t{:e Indian, contending that none of the
many, suggestions made afford a solution of the
problem. At the outaet several questions meet
us—Can the Indian be civilized? Can he be
madeto support himself? "Can he be made loyal ?
These questions must all be answered in the af-
firmative.  Difficulties may arise from bringing
the highest civilization and the lowest batbatism
face to face suddenly. It may be difficult for
the Indian to become the Canadian. But that
he is an apt pupil is beyond doubt. The sue-
cess of the Roman Catholic, Anglican and
Methodist missions in the north is the best proof
that the Gospel is the power of God to the sal.
vation of the Indian. The history of the mis-
sions of our own church is also instructive
Thirteen years ago the Rev. G, Flett began to
preach to the Riding Mountain Indians. They
wete pagansin religion and savages in theirmode
of life, To-day there are only two or three
families at Okanase that are not Christian, and
the people gencrally have adopted the habits of
civilization. The spirit shown by the Christian
Indians during the last rebellion is e best evi
dence of the cffect of Christianity in making
them loyal He would not attempt to culline a
policy, but a few thinge are plain. The com.
missioner should be appointed for life, and his
accumulated expericnce would be of increasin
value, His subordinates should be selected for
their competence and character, and not because
of their politics or political services. These men
should ‘be liberally remunerated, be obliged to
have their families with them, and so civilize the
Indians by the example of good Christian homes.
Men of spotted reputation should never be em-
ploycd or retained. The census reveals the fact
that there are about 30,000 south of the North
Saskatchewan, west of Manitoba, and of these
nearly 8,000 arc s.ill pagan. Itis not creditable
that the spiritual wants of these people should
be so long neglected. According to the reports
received by the last General Aseembly, the F,
M. C. of our church spent between $60,0coand

]
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“Be not deceived ; God is not.$7°'°°° on frec mission work, and of this sum

only $6,000 in cash on Indian missions, and a
considerable percentage of this sum was for
building. The claims of the new settlers on our
Church arise from various considcrations. No
Church has laboured as extensively, and centainly
none more successfully, than our own. At pre-
sent services are held at over 350 points within
the bounds of the synod. Four years ago the
number was 129. The number of labouters
engaged in our synod exclusive of the pastors of
selfsustaining congregations is tor. Of these
47 arc ordained, 47 are students and 7 are cate-
chists. ‘There is not a single point of sny im.
portance between lake Superior and Calgary
that is without a missionary.

The growth of the work of the Church durting
the past four years is encouraging,

1882 1886
Congmre;ntloa and missloa sta‘bons, . ...... 129 381
Fam N . 3027 St
Commenlesnts.... .... Ve e eiaieas . 1388 4769
Sabbath Schools..... .. ... «.o0avn 18 148
S. S attendante.......... desssiine caan zg $y27
Churches. ..ouivnsnvnne o cioviiasnees )
Manses. ..o o0 . R 3 »

To overtake this wotk ten are needed, and
men of the zight spirit and ibre.  Without the
spitit of entitc consceration it Is uscless o enter
upon the Christlan work here. We need men
of picty—for the religious temperature 13 low=s
of schiolarship-—for the people are atellizent and
well read-—of endurance, for the word & hard—
of cotamon sense, for a minister must be a mis-
sionary, scssion and board of management, all
fn one. OQOwing to the demand in the cast and
the superior advan.aages that areoffered, we st
depend largely on Manitoba Collegc to mect the
growing demand of onr ficld. A hearty and
gencrous supant the college deserves. Weneed
means.  Hitherto the Churrh in Ontario has
responded liberally to all appeals made for the
prosecution of missionary wotk.  Year by year
the amount has been larger, and the Assembly’s
committce have endeavoured to meet our wants,
We have a ¢laim on Ontario.  ler people are
coming to us. She should follow her children
to their new homes with the gospel that has
made hersclf prosperous and contented. Qur
Church in Britain should aid. Hitherto the
amounts reccived had been small,  The liberal
donation f the U, I, Hall, Edinburgh, we hope,
matks a brighter ¢ra. To send her children
here and make no provision for them savours too
Fmuch of Spartan, It would be a pity if Scottish
picty should find here its grave,

Orium REruces I8N Ciina.—The mission.
ari¢s in China are opening homes, where the
patient stays for twenty or more days. He is
encouraged In times of depression, taught to
praﬁ to God for sirength, and the gospel is
faithfully preached to him in daily conversation.
Afier the first few days of pain most patients are
well enough to attend to such things and are
glad to have something to occupy their minds
and make them forget the craving. It is uot
unreasonable to belicve that a fair proportion
arc converted. But cven if nol, the patient
leatns to reapect the man who helped him in his
tiie of need, and in his native place his
Influence would be upon the missionary's side.—
The Christian Leader.

Arrica.—The following testimony from the
Rev. John MacKenzie, late H. M. Commissioner
in Bechuanaland; will, pethaps, help to correct
some of the absurd ideas current about the
blacks belonging to a lower order of creatlon
than the whites ;—" It is sometimes said, that
the field is not a hopeful one, hecause some of
the natives are hardly human. He had mingled
with every class of them, even with the bush.
men; he had slept by their camp-fires, and
studied their habits, and he could bear testi.
mony that there was no tribe of which it could
be said they were not human beings. Tried by
an intellectual test, Africans could hold theit
own. Dr. Livingstone had taken some youths
to India, and placed them in the public schools
of Bombay, and had proved this fact. Mz,
MacKenzie showed by personal reminiscences
how Africans could be selfdenying, loving,
brave, and noble, and expressed his conviction
that missionary wotk in Africa had a great
future before It.

SOUTHERN ASSEMBLY.

‘Tnie Southern Presbyterian Assembly met in
Augusta, May 20th. The opening sermon was
preached bﬂ Dr. H. R..Raymond, of Alabama,
on the subject “ Ornthodoxy” After an ani-
mated contest Rev. J. H. Bryson, of Alabama,
was elected Moderator. The opening sermon

B { and the contest for the moderator’s chair had

evidertly in view the decision of a question
which has agitated the Southern Church for
some years. ‘This is none other than the atti-
tude of the Church to the theory of Evolution,
which as has already been noticed in tivese
columns, Dr. Woodrow, the Perkins Profissor
in Columbia Seminary, taught to his classes,
Dr. Wocdrow was for some lime suspended
from his professorial functions, but on giving an
assurance that he would no longer teach this
theory he was allowed to resume his duties. But
he did not disavow his belisf in the theory, and
in cunsequence the whole Church has beenina
taze.  Overtures from  every portion of the
Church, couched In the strongest language, wese
sent up to the Assembly asking it to utter itself
distinctively on this subject. Whole days were
spent in a discussion of the subject, and by a
vote of 137 to 13 the Assembly adopted the fol-
lowing report: *‘The Church remains at this
time sincerely convinced that the Scriptures, as
truly and authoritativeiy expounded in our ! con.
fession of faith ' and catechism, teach that Adam
and Eve were created bodK and soul by the
immediate acts of the Almighty Power, thereby
reserving a perfect race unity, so that Adam’s
Eod was directed and fashioned by Almight
God without & natural animal parentage of kind,
out of matter previously created of nothing ; and
that any doctrine at wvariance therewith is a
dangerous error, inasmuch as the methods of
interpreting Seripture which it must demand,
and the consequences which by fair implication
it will involve, will lead to the denial of doe-
trines fundamental to faith,”
Tue delivery of the Moderator’s sermon at
the opening of the Genera! Assembly at Min.

neapolis occupied eighty three minutes,



