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Correepolibence. sen crime. Cleaiiiliness may not bc godliness, but
______ --___ -- __________-- - it does not enicour-ag-e cither dr-unkienn:ess or crime;

LETTE R U'ROM ENGLAND. "dean haids aid apur-eliear-t" a-e bractketed to-
gether in the scriptures of trutit.

1)EAi EDi>OI!r AND BROTIIFR,-Tliougli (1).V.) icThe social condition however, is fizseparable
I shal Ite homte andi at 'vork again ere this Cali be front the religious. And hiere 1 know it is hîLrd
L..efore your ý-caders, yet wvritten now, my thouglits to speak withiout JiILS. 'My render miust thcrefo-e
to mie at least are fresîter, and impression-, more eliiniate the persoiial equatioli fioulit my remnarks.
vivid. Besides, it ;vill not be possible iii titis let- Speak-ing, generally, 1 would say that a large pro.
ter to say ail I niay have to say :and tliere is no portion of the workiiug class, liaviiîg painful recol-
opportunity lik-e to the present foir beginning. lection of the fox-hiuntiîig, parboîts, and conipulsory

It bias been my privilege to ineet several of our tithes, is alienated froin chiurcb-life. The Cont-
]eading< churches within the circuit of mighty stantly recurritilg zcaîidnLl of highi life, niioreover,
London ; to feel sonie of the pulses of London life, within the supposed cirele of the Establislied
and to forni soi-ne opiinions-which you inay have Cliurch, mnakes 'vider the ahienatiozi. Again, the
for wvhat they are wvorth. Comparing iiiy obser- nîanifest tenclency in that church to sacerdotalisin
vations to-day, with those of nmy twvo former visits, and ritualisni, so inseparably associated witlî the

whichi bridge over the past thirteeti years -and Papacy, in the popular mind - iiîteinsifies- the dis
the recoliections of my boyhood, wvhich will cover like, and Christianity by tlie people lias been for
twventy-seven rnore-my fi-st thoughit is this the inost part read through the inational church.
Britain in its own gîeat centre shows no signs of But of late, the N'ýonconiforiiîgi bodie. h&. - made
decadence. Conîmercially, socially and religiously, themselves feit in the coiiiîmunity. its nieier before:
lier progress lias been nmost marked. Ejch of these tlîe Salvation Ariy bas preaclied a gospel to the
subjects opens up material for at least a sutaîl vol- people whose centre is Christ , 'Methodisin has its
unie. Let tie just give a samnple illustration for forw'ard mo' enient, anid oui- InidependenltChîurclies
each :Let one step into any one of the, many rail-
way trainîs lea% iîî- the centre, for, say, a ten-niile
trip ; ab hie looks ont of the wvindowv lie wvil! soon
be bewildered ut the tangled network of tracks.
Trains wvhizzing past hit like a rocket ; trains ap-
parently i-acing with bis own ; trains thundering
above hill, trains whizzing below hit. 1 arn cre-
dibly told that at one of the junction-stations,
twvelve-hundred trains pass every t'venty-four
hours ; yet so perfect is the management, that
not, a single serious accident bias occurred within
the past ten years. Think wvhat that mleans, coin-
mercially and pTactically 1And stili the cry is
for greater accommodation. This does not speak
of commercial decay.

Socially ; I amn preparect to accept statistics
wvhicli declare that paupe-isut and crime ai-e de-
cî-easing. Tiiere is, heaven knows, squalour and
vice enoughi to inake one weep ; and the cursed
gin-palaces stili dazzle with their bnighitness, as
they blast with their traffic ; but the old filthy
haunts of the poor are disappearing ; sanitary
ineasui-es are being vigoî-ously carried out;. and
wvhere filtx cannot remain, the tendency is to les-

-the Lonîdon Unionî niost inarkedly-are rising
te the occasion ;so that the iiasses are beginningr
to i-ealize that tîtere is a Cl-,'istianiity which is no
shiatit. Titat 'lBitter- ci-y of Outcast Londont,"
voiced ly the inidefatigable Secî-etaî-y of the Lon-
don Congregationial Union, 1kv. A. Meariîs, lias
beeîî heard, and the churches are î-esponding there-
unto.

But whlat. of the Il Dowvn Grade " controveî-sy ?
As fa- as I can se dig- Tliere lias heen most
certaiîîly a castinîg down of sote foi-ner walls, andl(
a nelect of soute dogrnatic statenients, once deemed
essential ; tut the-e is activity in the churches;
and an activity that owvns Jesus as its guide and
life. I do not say that the iilenium, either of
faith or of works bias corne, but 1 do say that the
spirit of the churclies I have seeîî, is evangelical
and pi-actical : they are not asleep.

And the deacons iio?-k. I know, titis tinte, 1
have been in pleasant places, but is it net a cause
for gratitude that theme ar-e pleasant, places ? A.nd
because tlîey 'vork, theî-e is littie faultý-flnding-.
The wvork prog-esses.

It 'vas my privilege, throughi the kindness of


