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elerks, have no right to do in a public oflice. i efceof all this, set down at 1>6. Our pen-
I certainly do lot represent the in.terests of' ple have ceased to obey even the firt great
the Free Church people, ni' do I vish to law, and as there is unonatural inrase, oir
mneddle vith their affairs. I w ish to bring Church. for want oi physical vitality, must die
their case forward as an illustration of iy a nalitural death in aboilt ý0 or 60 ears !
position. I liear accomits all ioiund me orf These 1 nefuil prspecs have led me Io
persons who returned theiseles ias belong make an exaiiination inito the registers of mny
ing to the " Free Clurch." Fron the noto- ,owi congiregation, the resuhis of which, luit
riius dissatisf actionI of a large nimber of Free f w liat las sp'ed, i oild muich iailer
Church people with the lite uni:ai (in whlicl have withiield fron tue public eye. But I
I neither justifv lnr condein theml), and shall lie brief.
which attends unions even of the mou'st suc-, "In looking over a baptismal' reg;ster, I
cessfil character, this is only wlat miight rea- find that 277 children have beein hapîised iii
s ynaly he expected. I au certain tliiat there nine vears. Adding 20 foi' 1-:S0, and.sub-
are hundireds of such etries, and I wo.uld not tratiig 40 remsovld bv death, the result is a-
be surprised if there were thumsands ; aind I itural increase in one coigregation of 257.
would now ask-What has become of thein ? Compare this wth 196, the ilici-ease over the
While the 3 Deists of Nova Scotia form a con- vhole Church.
spicutous trio who have receis ed ytie acknow- " Out of 91 famili- s added in uine yeare,
ledgment in the records of their countr%. w ht 35, at the timue of the last Census, w ere either
hecomes of these people w'ho exercised their iot in the cuuntry or retiriied themselves as
night in inscribing upon the recordls of the bei.ig ' to a different deiomination. De-
Province their sympathy with the priiciples ducting 1 fanil'ies who left the Provilnce, and
of a body vich has occupied a large place coutiiig up thindixiduals, the resuit is 142
in the religiouîs history of modern times. I persons. These 142 persons added to the 257
read a public letter fromuî a Free Chturchmuan above of natural increase, malke up 399, or,
to-day complaining of this, and I mention it say 40o perisns. Compare this iîcrease of
becaise it followvs as a legitimate consequence one congregation wvith the iniercase over the
that if this has been done %sith one class of whole Cuurch of 190 as given in the Ceusus.
religionists it may have been dore with oth- "Again, taking the natural increase of one
ers, just as sectarial bias may direct, and it congregation as a basis, nd supposing that in
is quite sufficient of' itself to destroy the au- other cougregations it is two-thirds i this
thority of the late Census. onîlv, the result would be a general increase

" Recurring to the flag;rant case of the of between two and three thousand. But it
Church of Scotland, the Census gives an in- is quite fair to suppose that the natuîral iii-
cresse of 190 in 10 years. Does an1y man ini crease of other eungregatiuns %%as the saine.
lis senses hlieve tis ? I can easily under- and then the resuli would be a general iii-
stand how other bodies can increase 20, 30, crease of neariy 4,000.
or 40 p..c cent., because, though there are One is entitled to suppose, however, not
adverse periods inherent in all christian deno- oniv that there was a natural increase, but
initations, yet, and especially in a new coun- thai in a Church that Ias added 10 to the

try, the.natiural increase continues, and there number of its clergy in 9 years, there was an
-must always be s considerable increase of this eiiiargement of a more general nature, conse-
kind at least. This supposes, of course, that quent upon the improvement of its means of
there has been no secession or disruptioni in grace. We have a rigbt to suppose that ad-
the religious denominiation. But what are ditions have been made to the list of its mem-
the fiets in our case ? Before the begiining bership. If such increase w'ere equal to the
-of the last ten years, we lad experienced the total increase of this one congregation. th
greatest calanities w'hicb, in peaceful times, result w-ould be a general inerease of about
could well befall any Church, and were re- 5,000. I do not foi' a moment suppose that
,duced to the lowest state. There were only this is the case, for the faet that only one-
four ministers in the country, and three f balf of these congregations have been sup-
theim rather old men. Accessions to our cler- plied in that ine, furnishes a correction.
gy began in 1852, and now w'e have 13 min- Hlence, probably 3,000 is the correct resuit-
isters in this Province. Froin the lowest a very moderat*e one, but a very extravagant
condition at the time of the last Census, there one whiîen compared with, the 196 of the Cen-
bas been a vonderful advancement up to this sus.
time. There is imapnovemeit mit the nuamber
and youthful vigour of the clergy ; there bas
been improveiment in the attendance at YoUNG nN's CHRTSTIAN ASSOCIATION
Churcb ; there has been improvement in con- AND Lrrtat INs'rrUT.-The Rev. T.
tributions ; there lias been n improvamlient in Duncani, as announced, opened the lecture
our literature; there lias been an improvement season for '61-2,inu connection vith the above
in public opinion concerning our character and body. He took for this subject, the liarmo-
primciples as a body ;-but there is one place ny between Revelation and Science. The
ms ihich there is ino improvement, and. that cornstitutinti of the Association, ie suggested
is in the Çenisus. Tiere the increase is, in I as revised and enlarged, is fouided ipon this
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