TRE CHURCRH

for the people to go so far at once into the in-
terior of the country. To this view it may
be replied, 1. Uniform tradition is in favor
ot the present kbal and Gerizim; 2. God
could easily put the fear of the Israclites upon
the inhabitanta of the land; 3. Ebal aud
(ierizim were in the very heart of the coun-
try, and they might be regarded as represent-
ing the whole country; 4. This was hallowed
ground. It was the tirst spot where Abraham
reated, and where he erected an altar, (Gen.
12:6,7. See also in connection with Jazob's
Listory, Gen 33: 19.)

Matthew Henr:- remarks that the reason
why the alter was crected on Ebal, the
mount on which the curse was put, Deut 11:
2¢, was to signify ** that there, where by the
law we had reason to expect a curse, by
Christ’'s sncrifice of himself for un, we have
peace with God; He has redeemed us from
curse of the law, by being made a curse for
us. The curses pronsunced on Fbal would
immediately have been executed, had not
atonement been made by sacrifice.”

The law, probably only the ten command-
as being the sum of the whole, was written
upon plastered stones. This insacription, with
the altar of rough stones on which the sacri-
tice had been offered, was lelt on Mt. Ebal.
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him of what God had said concerning the fu-
ture ownership of the district visited by the
spies. (See Numb. 14: 24.) It is well for
us to remember God's promises, and expect
their fulfilment. Forty-tive years had elapsed
and yet Caleb had not forgotten the promise,

Vv. 8.—Caleb whollv fullowed the Lord his
God. He was not half-hearted. He was not
unbelieving. His fuith was strong, and_his
expectation high, notwithatanding the diffi-
culties in the way. And the Lord honoured
him,honored him in recording his stedfastness,
in sparing him and Jo.“ua alone of all the
people over 20 vears of age to enter the pro-
mised land, and in giving him a goodly heri-
tage in a green old age. Here then is anim-

rtant lesson for the voung. They should

ollow the Lord wholly. They may at one
time be laughed at, and at another threaten-
ed, for their piety. But let them cling to the
Lord in all simplicity of faith ; and shou!d they
be spared to an old age, it will be pleasant
to review the past, and for themy the future
can have no dread.

Vv. 12.~Caleb asked for a tract possessed
Ly the Anakim, a powerful people who had
fenced cities. Look at this man’s faith. God
promised him this district, and these Anakim
are as nothing. Look, too, at hishumble de-
God - if 30 be the Lord will

In the valley hetween the ins the
Levites stood with the ark of the covenant,
while six of the tribes stood on Ebal and six
on Gerizim. The tribes on Ebal responded
with simultaneous * Amens'” to the curses,
while those on Gerizim answered to the bless-

inga.

Nablus, the ancient Shechem lies between
Fbal and Gerizim. The valley has beensup-
posed 1o be too Lroad for the purpose stated in
this , but a gentleman long resident
in the neighhorhond has asserted that s voice
can be heard without difficulty across the
valley separating the two points in question.
Gerizim is said 1o be 2600 feet high, and
Ebal about 2700.

DOCTRINES.

1. Nations should remember that right-
cousness will exalt but sin will destroy. Read
history for illustrations.

2. God is good in so faitfully ard solemnly
setting before all who have the Bible, the
blessing and the curse.

3. Let us ehoose the blessing. And for
this purpose muy we first come to Christ for
pardon, and then trust in God for Chaist's
sake to keep us from falling.

THIRD SABBATH.

SuBJIECT :— Calel’s Inheritance, Joshua 14 :
6—15. Golden text, Jobn 12: 26. Read also
the 14th chapter of Numbers.

Eleazer the priest, and Joshua the son of
Nun, and one prince of each tribe were chosen
to divide the land by inheritance. Of theiribe
;\f J :ddlh Caleb the son of Jephunneh was se-
ected.

Vv. 8.—Before the work of division com-
meaced, Caleb came to Joshus and reminded

d upon
be with me, then [shall be able to drive
them out as the Lord said.”” He was not dis-
appointed in leaning on Jehovah's arm.

mt our faith like Caleb’s he ctrong. Has
God promised anything? Let us expect it.
We should never say, ‘‘ The Anakim are
there,” *‘There is a lion in the way,”
&c. But at the same time let us be
humble. Should we ever in our own strength
go against Anakim, we must fall.

Vv. 14.—Great emphasis is rut upen Ca-
leb's following the Lord wholly. m
Numb. 14: 24. Because he follwed the Lord
wholly he obtained Hebron. We should at-
?dll: great importance to a life of stedfast
aith.

The city of Hebron itself was given to the
priests and was made one of the cities of re-
fuge, but ** the fields of the city, and the vil-
lages thereof,” were given to Caleb. Hebron
is one of the most ancient cities existing,
(Numbers 13: 12,) and its Listorical associa-
tions are most intercsting. Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob spent much of their time in its
neighborhood, where they were all entombed.
But 50 long as it lasts the name of Caleb the
son of Jephunneh wha wholly followed the
Lord God of Israel shall not be forgotten.

FOURTH SABBATH.

SunirCT:~— The land dirided, Joshua 13: 1
~ 10; Golden text, Psalm 16: 6.

In previous lessons we had studied the con-
quest of the land of Palestine, now we come
to the division of the Jand among the twelve
tribes. Besides the picreribed leason it will
be necessary to read Chron, 14:1-5,and &

part of chapters 15, 16, 17.

Vv. 1. Shiloh, for location see Judges 21:

19+ It was situated in the centro or midst of



