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State in regard to the groeunds for divorce ia summed tup in the
Mincrity Report of the British Royal Commission of '1912 as

follow: <'. It (the State) bas a coneern of its own in
the peace of the eomniunity, the iwelfare of the family, the rear.
ing of healthy chiidren, and the training q? good citizen%, Nyhieh
renderlî it imperative that the makiug and breaking of marriage
coutracts should be treated as niatters of publie importance
touehing the commonivealth itself, and net as merely private
t l'ln1Kavt iollo< on]y afroet ing' the DttQ.'Iieey i (2enfliet of

1~w P<~flmiot thal the~ doctrine maintaned by the (CoUrts of
»l mimutry hii regard to div-orce depends on the v'iew emtertained
ini regard te the nature of divorce. and sumniariéies these views
mnder ,the ]îcading of contractiual. penal, and stattus theories.
Thuit the right to reseind the miarriage coritraet inueh. as mee
rescinds any other eontraet ham not be-ii recognil4ed ig apparent
toa ny thiinking perse» ; divoree iýs bat rarcly looked upon am
puniiisliiieit for a crime- iii fact in cases of lunivey, such a view
is ont of thé quiestion ; rather divorce ies the extiniction by the
S4tate of a status-thc statits of hu.4bia<îd arid wifc-the dscn
tiimane of whlmih is expedient for tlic purpose cf giving relief
to the îicrson injîîired.

T1he gireiuods- for divorce recognhsed before the lieforination
hy the Ecoleist ival C ourts weve very numeros, but the decree,
it shoul lie remnembered, wvas one of annalment r&àlîer thi if
divoree as mnderstood to-dav. The grounidl %vere: errer as tc
])Prsc'n. eril s Ioeconldition, vow of cimit ity on entering
roi igimis order hefore maîriagc, eisangitin ity, crime. disparit'y
of mworshifp duress. prereding marriage, pu cdecoruni in being
Nolemnly betrothed te another, niadties., affinity, clande-ïtinity!
irupoteniey. aid rape. After the Reformation the greuinds.-for
iivore were I jimitd te consanguin ity, previeus marriage. cor-

porcal iminlity, and mental itieapacity. lu Englail during
flie pi'td of divorce lîy Private Aet,4 cf Parliarnent, of the twao
hîzndretd wffd £erty-nîie Acts passed oniy four werc in faver cf
mîvo'<. the finst being that of a Mrs. Addison ini 1801 ; ail of the
reinainder were izî'anteil te the husband on account of the wife's
atlffliery iii two of the four calies, the adultery w&î ineostuoiis;
iii the thirdl there, was profligacy, deceit, abandonmev1'. and
grosl injury; iu thec foîîrth, there wua bigîumy. The Act of 1857
(l mp. '), elh. 85, prac~tically adopted the former parliarnentary
pimetîe in regard te grounds for divorce. Under thim Act a man
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