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Sir Frederick Pollock rnust be credited with ýa new departure
in law reporting. It wiIl be expected that one so eminent in the
field of legal literature will do well and thoroughly whatever
he undertakes to dIo, and there seemns ta be no reason, judging
from the miaterial before us, for apprehending any disappaint.
tuent in this respect in relation to the series of Reports just
Ian nched. 'They are called - The Reports," and, as he savs,
are " sent into the world wvithout any ad.jective at al"Te
wxill be cited as"

There w"-re great expectatians in the rniinds of the profession
when the Incorporated Caunicil af Law Reporting inauguratetl
the newx sv-sten af reporting which resulted in the " Law~ Ro-
ports." It is clainied, however, by the Iearned editor of the
Lazî, Quarlerly Reiwand the eminent Nvriters in that publication
tha' these expectatioas have nat, in ail respects, yet becn reaIîid .
NIr. justice Lindlev, iii an article in the above-naind Reviczw.
gave his v'iews as to wvhat the idea] reports should be. 'Ne (lukte
sonie of his ý%-ords : " The profession doeF not want reports of
cas(es valueless as precedents, nor reports af complicated facts
when a short condensation of thern is iii that is necessarv ta under-
stand the h,-gal principle involNed in the decision. This observation
applies not anly ta the reports theisclves, but particularly ta the
headnotes af the cases reported. The legal pith of a case, au(]
nothing1 more, should appear in its headnote. . . \.Vbat the
pro.fession wants is law, and such facts onlv as are necessary to
icnable the reader of the report ta) appreciate the Iaw found in the
cas.. . .As tgards the tinie and forrn of publication, the'
profession nnt the reports published as speedily as passibleé,
good print, gaod paper, -convenient portable size, convenient
arrangement of matter, good indexes, and the lowvest price con-
sistent with the pavinent of the expenses of publication."

There is good reusan for saying that the Lawv Reports hav\e
beeni in many cases far framn npproaching the standard of excul-
lence wvhich wvas expected af themn, and do nat nieet the require-


