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THE'~ FAITE TR-A'1 SAVES.
1nY ILEV. 'rlEoitotE L. UI

NE of the survivors froin thle recent, terrible
Sburing of tlie fanions luotel iin Albaxiiy tells lis

that wvlien lie was driwni back by the flearies, lie
svized thte escalte rope iii lus owvuî rooin, and front
,an upper story Iowvered Ihiiself tlirouglî thîedark-
nebs otesidewalk. lie nmzy have looked upolu
that rope pre'viously as a Very VatlUable super-
fluity, for lie liad nieyer felt the need of it. 1le
had a good opinilon of its strengtlî, but it w-as
conly an opinion; lie lut it to thte test -%Nlien lie
ewuang out of the w in do' andhtmt-sted Itis lifelo it.

Tîtat inîcidenit illustrates thue core idea of the
onl y faitit that can sav e us whlin we realize onr
guilt and danger. Faitiiii Jesus iChrist held a-i
siipily asentimienit, anopiniioni,or even an admir-
ilg belief in His divine loveliniess, worlzs nto
chiange in character or condition. That sort of
mental faiLli is lield by abLutall reputable chturclu.
goiiig people. They sntiell no snioke, and per.
haps regard a faititful sermon Vo te iunpenitent
as a false alarm.

But whet te Iioly Spirit awakens a nian Vo
the fact tlîat lie is at sinne!r anîd ini peril of God's

riitoswrath againist sin theai faithi niutiý,
p asro t opinion Vo an act, or it avails hin

io more thitn tliat rope a% itiled that liotel guiest
w-hile it wvas coiled up in the cornier of his rooin.
The only faitît that saves the sont ig thxe sunil's
aetuai anîd h earty -qi-(<sp of Jes us C'hrist, v.w t
complete trust in Ilii and Hira alotie for sail-
vation. Otir veaikness laiye hold of His oninipo.
tence, our ignorance confides la Bis %visdon, our
gailtiness trus.,ts in His atoning hlood to clean5ýe,
and wvo are ready Voà risk our eternial ail Vo is
keeping 0

If aîty reader of tItis article is anxious to be
sa'-cd f ront lits siif ul life Vo at bet ter lîfe. I w-ould
imipress upout Iiim that, a good opinion of Clîris-
tianity or a desire Vo be a Chiristiitn is flot eiiougli.
.And the faitit titat you mtust exercise is a very
dilferent thing frora a child's quiet trust -%hen it
goe te s!eep in Vite armns of its niotier. You
imust make a resolute gr«tsp oit Clirk't, and put
vour wltole energies into te art. If you escape
the hieIl-fire that sin kixîdles, vont must 1' lay h old
upon te hope set before you,'" and that only hope
is te crucified .Iedeeîîîer.

"'But must I net repenît of rny sins before I can
be saved, anud does notre>etiitiite precede faitlif"
Yes, you must repnt b - ut repentance is more
titan feeling bad, it~ is an abamidoament of your
gins, a "tur-nizg front your sin -with full pur-
pose of and endeavor after new obediexîce." To
,whoin do you Vurn ? Whotn are yen Vo, obey'?
0f course the onie you must Vurn Vo anîd the onte
yout must begi. Vo, obey is te Lord Jesus. Se
that repenanice uxîto life and faitit in Christ go
Vogethler. They are inseparable. They are te
two italves of one globe. To break away from
te dominion of sin, Vo " cease Vo do evil and learn

Vo do well," is a treinendous task w-bm uxîder-
taken ini our owvn weakncss; but it becoînes a
perfectly possible tiig wlten wc surumon teour
aid te strengt i of te loving Saviour. That very
summoning, te very act 'of prayer for help,
inîpleefaitit.

*Very like ly yon have feit shaine and self-re-
prýoacit for your evil tougluts and evil deeds and
mrisspent life, hundreds of tintes. It ail caine Vo
nlothing. Yon did noV quit te sinning and lay
hold on lm who alone can give you the new
heurt and te nev life. Your good re'solutioîts
~were Nvorth no more titan a rope of strawv would
have beeit te te lodger in that burnixtg botl.

Feeling ashamed of sin or grieving over sin,
und then going back te, it, is %vorse titan an idle

farce;-, itis a deitdly mnisehief to your sou]. lt
liar(LI s t le heart. People wh-Io arc conscience-
sinittcîî iiinder faithful sermons, or who, go int-o
iniquiry mneetings, and thenl go away ilito the oid
life agii, bot hi grieve the Holy Spirit and dirnin-
i'.li terribly the probabilities of their o%% ii safl-
Vation. Sueli footinîg ivitli conscience axid tue~
Sipirit of God is fearful business.

.f you aie troubled about your sins and lionestI-
want to, begin tie new>% year %vitlî1 a nie% and truly
Christian 11fe, then do jtist, what Peter and Johin
clid when .Jesus met themn ont the hhore of Geix-
îîesareth. Ilesays ,to you- wlîatHesatid Vo thein,
" Folloit' 31e." NV ith. themi i' turnced on1 a si mple
l'es or No. They did not sit down and ery over
their sins ; they did ziot go off Vo cons.-uit any-
btidy; they did not promise the Christ that sote
ti 1tie or other they wouldjoiin theinselves Vo, l-irn.I hley left tler nets and startedoffstraigbtvay

into a career of unîtralleled usfulîîcss and( at imn-
miortality of wondrous glory. There asfuilh,

Iaud the ontly sort of faitil that can savey~ofl.

sins. The only effectuai repentance of thei is te
follow Jesus Christ's leadixîg laVe a difreruent style
of every day eonduct. Whatsoever le saiVt te
you, throughi your con science, (Io il. The first
thing you do to plcase Je.sus Christ marks the
turning point. Conversion must prove itself by
conduct; it menus a new character, and that
only eaii corne front Christ.

Ri-lit there coines ini the omnipotent worlz of
the Ilivine Spirit; righit tiiere shines out the
marvellous love of the precious fledeemier; right
there begins your one besdhope of heaven.

Have you a lit.tie failli? Use whvlat you have
and pray for more. Hie ivill help y-ou -lien you
lwgin. te, fo1lov I-imi evven %ith totteritng steps.
flon't; be satisfled %vith half-wety ',vork; for that
inakes a feeble fraction of a Chiristian. MUake a
elean break w'itli your old sins and old self, and
la ystrong lbld oit the alt-iighty Saviotnr. A
"lîappy iieWv year " will it bc for', ou if it ses you

clothed with a inew cluaracter ahid Jesus Christ
leading -You, stey, by ste-p, inte the only life worth

livig.ý-Evaigeist.
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R\,~ AT an influence Christian parents have

Vhern realize te extent; of that; influence, or te
imiportance of i n earnest; effort to bring their
children to, Clirit!1 To the mother and father is
given the 1best, opportunity, by te lielp of God,
of saving their children for tinte and eternity;
but far too often this mostsacred work is largely,
if not, entirely, entrubted te otiters. If there is
not entire nieglect-a semi-religious talk occa-
sionally-a getting Vhe children Vo, commit Vo
niemory a, fev pasýsages of Scriptxur, and seeur
ing their attendance ut Sab1't-i-bchool, and,
perhaps, the cîturcli is regaraîed by mauîy as the
extent of parental âuty. 1-'arents should itever
rest satisfied un Vil they have takzen theirehildren.
by the hand, as it were, and led then Vo, Christ,
Vo, knowv Min and Vo love and serve M. Nothing
short of titeir present salvation should be the
ob.ýject we aim at, and %vork and pray for.

But, oh!1 the temptation te, forget Vhis, and te
neglect te golden opportunity of Nvimting our
chlldren Vo Chiris t, un Lii it is too laVe, wlîea the)
have jýrown up unconverted, and parental inthi
ence in this inost important Inatter is almeest
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