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THS FAITH THAT SAVES,
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

NE of the survivors from the recent terrible

w? burning of the fumous hotel in Albany tells us
that when he was driven back by the flaunes, he
svized the escape rope in his own room, and from
an upper story lowered himself through the dark-
ness to the sidewalk. He may have lovked upon
that rope previously as a very valuable super-
fluity, for he had never felt the need of it. le
had a good opinion of its strength, but it was
only an opinion; le put it to the test when he
swung outof the window and frusted hislijetoit.

That incident illustrates the core idea of the
only faith that can save us when we realize our
guilt and danger. Faith in Jesus Christ held as
simply a sentiment, an opinion, or cven an admir-
ing belief in His divine loveliness, works no
change in character or condition, That sort of
mental faith is held by about all reputable church-
ﬁoing people. They smell no smoke, and per-

aps regard a faithful sermon to the impenitent
gs & false alarm.

But when the Holy Spirit awakens a man to
the fact that he is a sinner and in peril of God's
rvighteous wrath aguiust sin, then faith must
pass from an opinion to an «ct, or it avails him
no more than that rope availed that hotel guest
while it was coiled up in the corner of his room.
The only faith that saves the soul is the svul's
sctual and hearty grasp of Jeswus Christ, with
complete trust in Him and Him aloue for sal-
vation. Our weakness lays hold of His omnipo-
tence, our ignorance confides in_His wisdon, our
guiltiness trusts in His atoning blood to cleanse,
and we are ready to risk our eternal all to His
keeping.

If any reader of this article is anxious to be
saved from his sinful life to a better hfe. I would
jimpress upon him that a guud opinion of Chris-
tianity ora desire to be a Christian is not enough.
And the faith that you must exercise is a very
ditferent thing from a child’s quiet trust when it
goes to sleep in the arms of its mother. You
must make a resolute grasp on Christ, and put
vour whole energies into the act. If you escape
the hell-fire that sin kindles, yon must **lay hold
upon the hope set before you,” and that only hope
is the crucified Redeemer.

¢ But must I not repent of my sins before I can
be saved, and does not rc{;enmnce precede faith?”
Yes, you must repent; bub repentance is more
than feeling bad, 1t is an abandonment of your
gins, a *“twrning from your sin with full pur-
pose of and endeavor after new obedience.” To
whom do you turn? Whom are you to cbey?
Of couvrse the one you must turn to and the one
you must begin to obey is the Lord Jesus. So
that repentance unto life and faith in Christ go
together. They are inseparable. They are the
two halves of one globe. To break away from
the dominion of sin, to ¢ cease to doevil andlearn
to do well,” is a tremendous task when under-
taken in our own weakness; but it becomes a
perfectly possible thing when we summon toour
aid the strength of the loving Saviour. That very
summoning, the very act of prayer for help,

. implies faith.

‘Very likely you have felt shame and self-re-
proach for your evil thoughts and evil deeds and
misspent life, hundreds of times. It ail came to
nothing. Youdid not quit the sinning and lay
hold on Him who alone can give you the new
heart and the new life. Your good resolutions
were worth no more than a rope of straw would
have been to the lodger in that burning hotel.

Feeling ashamed of sin or grieving over sin,
and then going back to it, is worse than an idle

farce; it is a dcud){ mischief to your soul. 1t
hardens the heart. People who are consciences
smitten under faithful sermons, or who go into
inquiry meetings, and then go away into the old
Iife again, both grieve the Holy Spirit and dimin-
ish terribly the probabilities of their own sal-
vation. Such fooling with conscience aud the
S;;irit of God is fearful business,

[ f you are troubled about your sina and honestly
want to begin the new year withanewand truly
Christian life, then do jtust what Peter and John
did when Jesus met them on the shoure of Gen-
nesareth. Ile says to you what Hesaid to them,
“ Follow BMe.” With them ib turned on a simple
Yesor No. They did not sit down and cry over
their sins; they did not go off to cunsult any-
body; they did not promise the Christ that sowme
time or other they would join themselves to Him.
They left their nets and started off straightway
on a path of obedience, that led themn, indeed, u
steep hillsaud through fiery trials, but onwar
into a career of unparalleled usfulness and anim-
mortality of wondrous glory. There was fuilh,
aud the only sort of faith that can save you.

The “‘net” you are to leave is—your favorite
sins. The only effectual repentance of them is to
follow Jesus Christ's leading into adifterent style
of every day conduct. Whatsvever He saith to
you, through your conscience, do if. The first
thing you do to please Jesus Christ marks the
turning point. Conversion must prove itself by
conduct j it means & new character, and that
only can come from Christ.

Right there comes in the omnipotent work of
the Divine Spirit; right there shines out the
marvellous love of the precious Redeemer ; right
there begins your one blessed hope of heaven,

Harve you a little faith? Use what you have
and pray for more. He will help you when you
begin to follow Him even with tottering steps.
Don't be satisfied with half-way work; for that
makes a feeble fraction of a Christian. Make a
clean break with your old sins and old self, and
lay strong hold on the almighty Saviour. A
* happy new year” will it be foryou if it sces you
clothed with a new character and Jesus Christ
leading you, step by step, iato the only life worth
living.—Evangelist.

PARENTAL FAITHFULNESS.
By Rev. D. M. BUCHANAN, LANARE.
{For the Rrcorp.]
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(X,}KHAT an influence Christian parents have
in training their children, but how few of
them realize the extent of that influence, or the
importance of in earnest effort to bring their
children to Christ ! To the mother and father is
given the best opportunity, by the help of God,
of saving their children for time and eternity;
but, far too often this most sacred work is lurgely,
if not entirely, entrusted to others. If thereis
not entire neglect—a semi-religious talk occa-
sionally—a getting the children to commit to
memory & few passages of Scripturs, and secur
ing their attendance at Sabhach-school, and,
perhaps, the church, is regaraed by many as the
extent of parental duty. T’arents should never
rest satisfied until they have taken theirchildren
by the hand, as it were, and led them to Christ,
toknow Him and to love and serve Him. Nothing
short of their present salvation should be the
object we aim at, and work and pray for.

But, oh ! the temptation to forget this, and to
neglect the C;foldcn opportunity of winning our
children to Christ, until it is too late, when they
have grown up unconverted, and parental influ
ence in this most important matter is almosh



