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perbaps every third or fourth nest would have from onie to tht..

eggs in it. These arc used by the -inhabitants very largely for
food, and a huncry mani cati dispos. of a good many such amail

layers, that it is iot very long belore te inhabitants tire of eggs
as a diet, and the. birds are thus allowed to taise theïr young in

pec.Ev.. before this period arrives it is impossible for the 1
inhabitants to eat aIl the egg that ame laid by so many tees of
thousands ai birds ; tiierefore many nesting places are lait untouch-
ed, and the egg collecting is largely confine to those localities
moe acesie and convenient to, tiie houses. Mithough too,
early for te main crop of eggs, yet tiiree oi aur party orne evening
gathered over a iiundred egga in about tw.nty minutes. Tii.y
reported te mess as being so dlose together that one could step
rou ase ta ame, and this was als te case an a small island in

ana of te fresh-waer ponds. which 1 visieeJ, where tiiere vere
probably a hundred nes in a space am more <han twenty yards
long. Tii. majpority of te nests were merely a hale scoop.d in te.
muid, but a fair number had more or les straw aid dry grass as a
llning; aid a very few had quit. a ciomypact and tiiick lining Mf
te smm materia. The. eggs "ar mucii in color, te normal type
being day color wieii bLackisi spots, probably &. Mf te eggs
heing thus colored. A few are of a rida dark brown. similarly
spoted while nt tii. otiier exereme about one of tii. hundred is ai
a dlean pale bIne, almost or quit. unspoead At heast two m-

con species ai gulîs show a simlar variation Tii. birds are
axceelingly graceful Iyers, living almost entirely upon tii. wing.
and catching their prey, whicii consista of small isii, by darting
dm.n and taking kt (rom tii. water, someimes without wetting
ame than the. bil. while nt other times tii. force Mf te plunge is
not sufficient ta carry tii. bird deep enougii ta catch te isii.
They îe.d laigely upon a long, sieuider isii, calied te lance, and
a"s upon sticklebacks, whicii grow ta, a lagth of about 3j indites.
Over every favorable piec* of inland water tii. birds may b. see=
iiunting at ail times of tiie day. a"d thousads mareo ame out upon
the ocean, fillowing the. schools ofcod, wiichas.m te $mais &sii

drivng themi ta the. audace, wbere tiiey becme te prey ai te
tonm. Their cati ii eard everywiiee, aid at ail times. Ev.. i.


