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marshes, Onone side, behold a cons of
black naphtha looking lili: A mountain
of pitch; on another, a hidl at fuller’s
earth, through which, a3 thioush an
artiicinl tube, nature orces up tie ciny
in one huge cylinder, which, when 1t
sttainsa ceriain hegitt in the aip, bursts
by its own ncight, und fatls iv a shower
over the hill, the heizht of which g
thus incessantly augmented, Down
youder, in a spacious dépression in the
plain, you observe an eapan~e of whis.
tsh sand, interspersed with heaps of

tey ashes,and hereand there tall braght

ames, liko immense gas jots, surgn:g
upwards cverlastingly, cometunes with
a low cracklng sound, but geuerally in
profound silence, About these nres,
men, more or less in number, are con-
zregated day and night, some tor scenlar
purposey, otiers with motives of «so-
tion. The industrial divisions of ithe
crowd are cooks and fime-burners, the
former repariag thither from all the
neighbonng villages to roast and boil,
and prepare pilaus for the wealthier
childrenof El lsiam; while the latter
stack up over the tlamiug tissures heaps
of stoae, which, when they have been
converted into lune, they bear down to
the coast, to be shipped for Russia,
Daghiestan, and the couutry of the
Usbek Tartars.

Ne:  the largest of the salt-lakes
stands a village, which, like many of
the temples uad citics of the unnocient
world, enjoys the privilewe of sanctuary.
Formerly, they say, winie the calus of
the race of Omar reigued at Bageiad, a
prince of raro sanctity, but wio enter-
taiaed opinions somew hat ditfferent from
those of the Coumsanders of tae [Faithe
ful, fled from persecution, and took re-
(u%: beyoud Kat in the burning penin-
sula of Baku. Here, in a castle on the
top of & rock, snd surrounded by lis
attached followers, he lived to extremo
old age; and when he died, was in-
terred among the flagy on the cdze of
the lake. Presently, an arched tomb,
like thgeo in which the traveller sits ag
night ok the brink of the Upper Nile;
10sC over his remains, and Ly degicesa
village was bailt about the tumi, with
wall, and woat, and gates. Pablic
oginion attached theidea ot «auctity W
this place, so that to pursuc auy one
who took refuze in it was deemed aun
incxpiable oficuce. Nothing was 1e.
quued of the fugitive but to steop and
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kiss tho threshold of the gate, or to

vess his lips agaiust the links of an
iron chinin which hungy suspeaded trom
the srchimay within rewch, and it tune
way shenost wortt away by the graspand
Lisses of the pious refugees, aided per-
haps a lntle by tho action cf rust.
Ouce withia the walle, he mught taste
ot the sweet waters. which, tlhough re-
spect tor the holiness of the dead saint,
Heaven had bestowed npon the village.
The zood people of Okesra, little versed
in geocraphy, could account uo other-
wize than by irscle for the existence
of a weilot fresh water in the midst of
sait pools and  sprines, jountaing of
papninia, black and  white, rocks drip-
ping with buumen, and veins ot fiwxy
fases bursting forth on all sides through
cracks in the soil.

Persons of cool northern tempera-
ments hind it difliccit to comprehend
the state of mind which induces men
to travel trom the pliins of Jaitan or
the fertile vatleys of Guzerat, exvend-
ing large suus of monuey by the way,
merely tosit down for weeks or months
br an openioy n the 1o0ck, through
which a clear white flame, trom flifteen
10 twenty feet in height, ascends into
the atmosphere. Heie, lhowesver, their
ancestors it the remotest ases did the
same, taught, it is sand, vo 1o act by that
mighty  legislator sud  plulto-opher,
whose Oricntal name ol Zerdusht was
trausiorimed Ly the Greeks ino Zo-
roaster.  But the Pavsees, wherever
they reside, are ouly exales in fndia;
titey may be beioved and houored for
thew charity, or knigbted by the Queen
of Great Britain for their weasith and
cuterprise, but the home of their sprit
Jies westwand beyond the Sulimani
range, bey ond the Desert ot Khorasao,
beyoud the pezks and torests of the
Eiburz, in the laud ot fizs and potne-
granates, ol grapes and roses, of
napirths springs and eternal fires, To
then, the iollowers of Mohammed arc
ether sangumnagy couquerors or base
1enezades, who may ndeed be suthi-
cientiy povwertul o heep them, the
tine ralets and owuers of Persia, far
uway from their ancestral possessions,
but who arc doys and intidels neverthe-
Ievs, over whom they seem o trmmph,
hewing their way through their catal
mwuititades by the Jorce of gold, they
cotie back to the everizsling dwelling-
rlace ol fire, and bow and worship with
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