SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER. /i g

Ver. is, ‘* having more exact knowledge concerning the
way,' that is, the Gospel, and its followers., From this,
and from his desire to hear Paul ** concerning the fuith
in Christ,” it is evident that Felix knew more than
most Ioman rulers about Christiy ‘) He was living
at Cesurea, where a Gentile Church had been founded
wmong Roman soldiers (Acts 10), and the rupid growth
of the Gospel was now making it promivent in the em-

ire. Deferred them. Adjourned the caxe until the

] p ry
::lliel' captain Lysias, who had arrested Puul in the tem- | from on high.

ing. Temperance. Here meaning self-control, or the
mustery over ‘msaiun, uppetite, and lust ; a bold mes
suge to the guilty pair whom he addressed. Judgment
to come. He warned the unjust governor, whose
hands were stained with blood, of u trinl when Felix
himself would stand before u Judge whose sentence
should be for eternity.  Paul’s sermon was bold, prac-
ticul, and adapted to the character of his hearers. (9) Zie
who preaches the Gospel needs the courage that comes

law should be proclaimed before

(10)
Jle, could bring more information, This may have the Gospel.  Felix trembled, Rev. Ver,, ** Was terri-

heen only a pretext, for he could eusllf' see thut the
chaiges ngainst Paul had not been susta ned. |

23. Commanded a centurion,  7he centurion,
(Rev. Ver.), probably the one who hud brought him from
Jerusalem. To keep . He wus responsible for
his safety, and probubly kept him chained to a soldier,
but not confined to a cell. Let him have liberty,
Rather, as in Rev. Ver., indulgence, with such favor s
would be vonsistent with sufe-keeping. rbid none
of his acquaintance. We may picture the visits of
Luke. who perhaps at this time wrote his Gospel, or
made preparation for it ; of Aristarchus, who wus with
the apostle both before and ufter this time ; und of
Philip and his family, who lived in Cesurea.

24. With his wife Drusilla. She was the sister of
the * King Agrippa’ of the next chapter, and like all
the Herodian women, handsome, but wicked. She is
called the wife of Felix by courtesy. for she had left her
Jawful husband to live with him. -~ She perished in the
eruption of Vesuvius, AD.79. A Jewess, By birth,
education, and belief, but far below the morals of hon-
est Judaisim.,  He sent for Paul,  From idle curiosity
to learn concerning the Gospel from its leading advo-
cate, mingled, perhaps, with a slight (lnlckenlnu of con- |
ccience. ‘The faith in Christ. Here meaning the |
traths which were held by believers in Christ. (8) In-|
quiry may lead to salvation, or it may only load the in-
quirer with greater guilt.

|

25, He reasoned, In public Panl treated Felix as a |
il‘ndze . in private he preached to him as & sinner. |
ighteousness. This refers to all ‘moral duties, both |
toward God and man, in which Felix wag utterly want- ]

—

HOME READINGS.
M. Paul before Felix. Acts 24. 10-27.
7w, Tertullns's speech, Acts 24. 1-0.
W. Faith with chastisement. Teb. 12. 1-14.
Th. A good conscience. 1 Pet. 3. 13-22.
F. Law of love. 1John3. 1-24.
S, No fear of man. Dan. 6. 10-17.
S. True worship. Psa, 29.1-11.

GOLDEN TEXT.
A consclence void of offense toward God, and to-
ward men,  Acts 24. 16,

LESSON HYMNS,
o, 658, Dominion Hymnal.

Come, every soul by sin oppreseed,
There's mercy with the ﬂrd, ete.

No, 59, Dom‘nion Hymndl,

Give np all for Jesus,
Weary child of sin, eto.

No. 107, Dominion Hymnal.

Stand up ! stand up for Jesus!
Ye soldiers of the cross, eto.

TIME.—This leseon extends through two years,
from A. D. 58-60.

PLACE.—Cesarea, the Roman capital of Palestine.

RULERS,—While Paul was a prisoner Felix was re-
called, and Porcivs Festus was appointed Procurator of
Palestine ; Ananias was deposed from the high- riest-
hood, and Ishmael took his place ; Quadratus, refect
of Syria, died, and was succeeded by Corbulo Nero,
the wickedest of the emperors, was still reigning at
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) CTRINAL SUGGESTION,—The power of conscience.

fied.” It was an inward trembling, rather than out-
ward, yet Felix may have his fear upon his face. Ge
thy way. He was not angry with Paul for his fuith-
fulness, but he was not willing at once to follow his
counsels. A convenient season. A conve ent sea-
son for hearing. not for repentance, for there was no
Mi,:u of true penitence in his conduct. (1) There are
still many Felizes in the congregation listening o ser-
MONS.

26. He hoped also that money. Te knew that
Paul was a lender among the Christiang, that he had
brought money to Jerusalem, and that there was a
strong bond of union among the disciples, but he had no

| thought of the high principles inculcated in the Gospel,

which would forbid bribery. Given him, Though to
receive u bribe wus contrary to Roman law, yet it was
thoroughly in accord with the despicable character of
Felix, as drawn by all the historians of that duy.

27. After two years, Two years of weary impris-
onment for the apostie. Ttis remarkable that we have
no epistles written at that time. Perhaps his frame
needed its enforced rest, or he may have uided Luke in
the preparation of his Gospel. Porcius Festus, He
succeeded Felix in 60 A.D., and wus a_just and fair rul-
er, but died in less than two years, Show the Jews a
easure. Rev. Ver., * desiring to gain favor with the

ews.” His desire was to escape accusation before the
emperor for his misrule, but Le failed, was churged with
crime Ly the Jews, and would have been condemned but
for the influence of his brother Pallus, Left Paul
bound. Chained to a soldier, but not all the time con-
fined to a cell.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. A Good Confession, v. 10-16.
Before whom was Paul brought ?
What charges were preferred against Paul ¢
Tlow did Paul answer to the first charge ¥
How does he reply to the second ¥
In what did he profess belief
2. A Plain Statement, v. 17-21.
T'o what charge does Paul now reply ?
For what did Paul ra to the temple ¥
Whom did he say should have appeared against him ?
Of what was their absence a proof ¥
To whom did Paul allude in verse 20 ¢
What only thing could they bring against him ?
3. A Long Delay, v. 22-21.
On what pretext did Felix postpone the case ?
On what did Paul discourse ¢
Wh{ did not Felix release Paul ?
Still later. why did he leave him a prisoner ?

Practical Teachings.
How does this lesson show—
1. The ge of a good i
2. The advantage of right-doing ¥
3. The advantage of the truth ¥

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE BCHOLARS.

1. A Good Confession, v. 10-16.
‘At whose invitation did Paul speak ?
‘What encouraged him ¥
Where had Paul been ¥
‘What charges did he deny ?
What confession did he make ?
stained him ¥
ruled him ?
2. A Plain Statement, v. 17-21.
'On what errand had Panl gone to Jerusalem ?
Whose absence did he censure ¥
What challenge did Paul give ¥
What did he admit ¥
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