
EDTTORrAI, NOTES AND COMMENTS.

empire, LheY haxve began an existence that pi-omises to be pros-
perous;j noi shal 11 refer to the islands of' Polynesia or the wilds
of Africa, but I must speakc of' a province of this Dominion, of a
part of the inhabitants of' this vei-y city, of a body of gentlemen
belonging to wvhat is tormed by courtesy one of the 1 "leaîned"
prVofessions, who deliberately and as a body have declai-ed thieir
ignorance of the value of a university training in arts and of the
B. A. degi-co, whiclh crowns its termination ; not the B. A. degrre
of this university atone, observe, nor that of Leiinoxville, but
those of ail uiniversities, whatever be their province or- countr-y,
in the iiew world or the old, however ancient or howvever famous
they may be. Ail alîke, ari-e rjected as unworthy to give suffi-
cient preparation for the bar of the Province 0f Qiuebee. 1 amn
p)erfectly aware that there are rnany able mcn ind men of lea-rn-
ing wvho belong to the profession, and I arn also equally aware
that they cannot but fbci sharne at the action of' the body to
which thiey belong, a body whose titie to be called a learned pro-
tessioni in other countries, depends upon the fiict that so rnany, if'
.loV ai the members of it have been and ai-e compelled to, takze a
university (legr-c before -admission to it. 1V may be :îsked hiow
is it possible to accouint for the fluet that, while in ail tAie i-est of
the civilized wvorld a univer.sity training is so highly esteenicd, in
this province so littie is thoughit of' it. 1 shall not attempt to,
account foi- it. 1V is no moi-e my duty to account foi- this thian
to explain why a man, in addres-singr a letter Vo me, puits two Ps in
professor. He may irisist on bis legal right Vo put in two fs if
he chooses. At any rate the fiiît is there. JtV m-ay give soine
com-flort to you, gentlemen, to kniow that thec degfrees which you
receive to-day are appreeiated elsewhere than in the Province of
Quellec. If* you go to Ontario, your diploma will admit yolu to
titudy for the bar without 1turther- examnination;- so will it foir the
bai- of'England, and not Iess for the bai- of France. In your own
native province only -%vill it be ignored. I hope, howveve-, thiat
this will not hast long. The lighit of kinowleû'ge lias often been
(-ompared to that of the tsun. I fear that in the pi-ont casie the
compai-ison to that of the electî-ic lighit would be moire al)l)iopiiate;-
thî-oughi it, as you must have noticed, thei-e often shoot long-
beamns of darkness, forming a violent contrast to the bî-illiancy


