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CORRESI>ONI)ENCE.

AGRICULIURAL EDUCATION.

SIR),-1- need hardly say that the system of farmiîîg iii Canada differs very
greatly froin that pursuod in the British Isles. lu trutb, wve have no systoni,
properly speaking 1every mani, ini the more inland distriet8, doing what bis
neiglibours do, and rcsenting, alniost as an affront, any insinuation tliat
the practice lio and they follow adniits of any improvement froni the intro-
duction of foreign methods of cultivatioxi, or of modern modes of rearing
aud feoding stock ; and the consoquence is, that whereas thc,- average yicld
of wbcat is 29è buishels per acre, iii England ; liemo, it only roaches 8j - the
ago at wvhiclh bullocks arc slauglîtorod tiiore is 2 yoars, boere 3.1 or 4, the
ivoight being about the same.

1 presurne tbat this etiormous difièrence bctwveen the produco of the t-'vo
countries will surprise as wveU as shock many people. [t is one of those
things "cnot generally knowri." But, wlien khnown and approcik.ed, 1 think
only one opinion cziu be fcîrmed uiponi it; tberc mnust bc soinething terribly
faulty in the education of our farmors. The làact is, tlîoy, as a mile, receivc
no education; no spocial education, I i noan, tbat wiii in the henst degroe aid
tbmin h thoir future pursuit. Th'e Iawyer, the physician, tbe mnemehant, al
are at oue tine or anothor put through a course of training peculiar to thoir
intonded professions; the farnier alone is ieft to hunt out a road to succesis,
and the chances are, tat lio foi1owvs the beaten piLtl whicbho li inds invitingly
tracod out for him b>' his forbears, and setties down on bis land, contontod
wvill tho miserable i)roduce it affords under the old systemi of cultivation,
froin wvbicl it secems to ho the lot of tliis Province nover te escape.

'ro cure this defeet in our farming population, wve must, as in cverytliing
cise, bcgin at, the beginning. Nothing short ot an entire change ini the tearlh.
ing of our elementar>' sehools can do any reai good. 1Prujudice is thé first
fou to be conqnemcd. In tho Island of Montreal the victory bas hîcon lon-
ago wvon; and the Somnervilles, the Drummonds, the Ponds, and the Logans
can showv faris as wohl managed as any one could wvisli to sec ; and ail of
theni cuhtivated after the modet. of the best Scotch and Englishi districts.
But ia the country parts it is neot so. flint that, sncbi or such a plan might
answer butter than the one genemali>' foliowcd in the neighbourhood, and you
are met at once with the unreasonhîg answcr, "cOhi! that's Englis -fasion, and
wvon't do ller." Fior this terrible bout of mmnd the cure must rest with the
gonerai instruction of the population of the Province, tMore 18 no special
remedy; buit as its parent is ignorance, entime ignorance of a specifio subjeet,
it xvill not 1 think, bo disputed that wve are te a great extent fanit>' in flot
baving that, subject t-auglit in, at ieast, our country sciioois.

And of wlhat should this teaching consist ? In as few ivords as possible, I
wvili give, not oni>' my own ideas, but the idoas of a gentleman svho, froni his
p)ositionl, bas beori compelled to sttiQy the question wvitlî attention.

lu ever>' sehool assisted by Government thero shouid bo given uit Ieast
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