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saine human mind that exercises itsoif about spiritual things, that has to
exercise itseif about temporal things, and so Up te a certain point the pro-
cesses vilbe the sanie. N~ow yen know quite well how frequently persnns
are otiier thsxi steadfast in their ordxinary avocations and persu asions. Yen
have perhaps met with mnen who could speak in some sucli way as this :
"lThere is a business enterprize ; 1 looked at ît; [ regarded it favoil-abiy; it
seemed to nme in the firat instance as if it was sure to be a auccesa, and I
went a certain way into it, and by and by 1 saw, as 1 supposed, reason to
change my wind, and s0 i got out of it."I And in soma instances yeu will hear
mon acknowledge, f rankly that they regretted that it was so. There may be
for examnple, great public enterpriBe3, and yeu hear men speak about thein ip
some such way as this; :"lAt first 1 thought very favourably of the moveme.:it,
and went a certain length into it myseif ; by and by 1 had occasion, as I sup-
posed, te change my mmnd, and se 1 passed out of it, and ceased to be inter-
e.sted in it;'I and sometimes you will hear men make confession that they

~regretted that their minds did undergo this change. The sanie thing occurs
occasion, .ly with individuals in the matter of outlay of hait own energies.

oushahi hear a maxi say IlI thought of preparing myseif to be a iredical
mnan, or a lawyer, or a clergyman, and I went a certain length in that direc-
tion, but in the course of turne other viewvs of life were presented to me, ana
1 Ichanged my mind and have mnoved in another direction," I and sometimes
yen hear men say they regretted that tLhey did allow theinselves to zhange.
Nw, what 1 waut yciu to understand is, that each individual has but one
mmud, and that mind wcrks along distinct and definite lines, s0 this matte, of
steadfastness has soniething in comnion, in4the inatter of ordinary aft'airs, with
the higher occupations of the spirit wlien engaged with thinga spiritual and
eternal. :Now wvhat the apostie says is, Il'Be ye steadfast ;" hold by the con-
victions of truth that you have receîved and avowved, and through which yen
cau be posszasors of the hope of which Ihave been speacing'0 te you. l'Wall,"
bu t one may say, "11looked at in that point of view, steadfastness is net a
tIîing that will corne by order ; it is net a thîng which a mani can evolve

jfremn within hirnself; it is flot a thing indepxndexit of evidence ; it is net
a thing which yei an direct soniebody to get Up as it, were within hlm-
self.", steadfastness-firrn ana fixed convictî'n-according.to the laws of

*the hurnan mmid tests upon the intelligent perception of evidence. IlWel,
Jbut petrhaps " sonme of yen sa.y, "lin this matter of Christian faith, 1 don't
stand exactly as I used te stand ; I was brought up by godly parents; 1
had faîthfal Suniday-school teachers ; I lived ini an atinosphere that ivas
saturated with Chiristian tru th; I was perfectly satisfied, without the least
heitation, at one tinie about the absulute truth of this Christian faith ;

Ibut ini the course of my life other thoughts were, presented to mie, other
views gained possession of my mina; 1 came te lock upon other aspects
of things ; I took, I venture te think, wider and k7eadl )r views, and the con-
sequence is 1 have not the saine convictions now that T once had. " Yon may

¶perhap., hearpersens 3nrke an acknowledgement of this kind, followed by the
statement, I 1 wish 1 dié believe with, the saine clearness with which I used

Ito do."> Why shouïd yen net believe as yon used te do. 'W ht change has
takon place in the ground'. of belief <1 'What modification lias there beéen of
the evidences ? Whiere is the point on which the Christine cause is weaker
than it was ten years ago, twenty years ago, flfty years ago?1 Try te answer
thlbe question to, yourse1ves. Where have the manziscripts been discovered
that weakcn our faith in the originals o! these holy oracles?1 Where have
the monuments corne te light that dispreve, their historical acourcy ? Where
are the travellers who have detected blunders and mistakes in the geegraphiy
cf the Bible?1 Where are the historiea that have pointed out blunders, proved
blunders, i the light cf contemporary literature 1 Wliere has the evidence
brek-en dcwn? 1 t is very easy for yen te allow yourselve3 te think for the
xno..ent that thxere must be sorne very great change bacause you lient s0 many

thîng-s, and yen read se rnany things niow, with which yon wvere unfamiliar in


