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1111(1 preeedeiul. I3eirI. aî îiieilîher vai oeeuipy a- cabinlet positioni.
lie mîust l)e svorn1 iii a-, a iivy ('ounecillor. 1lowever. the Piv
(.ouuieil itsel l lias niot beeii asked [or politîeal advice for over- two
eeQiI'fries. Thle cab)inet is ilot respoilsible to, it. Mieinhe)rsliip of!
the Privy Coujîcil is ror life. "Plie leaders of the iniorily ilu the
Coinînons wlio have oecupied cabjinet p)ositions in the past, tI heo-
retically, have stili the riglit to, advjse the erown.

The cabiet diseusses al] questions of p)ublic lolicy,-tlie iia-
ttre of the meîasures to bc iintroduced inito Parlizaîiieiit, the i-cla-
tioxis w'itli foreigui countries, and the -well-niighi innumiierable mat-
ters t lîat devolv'e oni the governuiient of a nation. ils deliber-a-
lions are lield iII private, anid the resuilis of thlese deliberationis
ar-e mnade IiiowTn iii its execuitive, adniiiiiîstrative anid 1legisiativ
actioni. -\NVheîî the action oË the sovercîýýgni is requircd in an'y
quýestioný of* State ail aninoiuncenment to Iliat effeet, is conveyed Io
hlmii by the Premier or Rcs onsible M~inister. Whlen thec so-eer-ýign
lias g-ranited bis assenit ani 'ordler-iin-couincil'' (an order pass"dw(
l)y the sovereigul bY ýani %vith the advice of the cabinet) is passed.
wliichliLas the effect of law~. Aiiy documnent wlîicli is an act (d
the exceutive must bc eouintersigned by a responsible iniisti*
or, officiai, and bave the "Great Seal,'' or official evidenice of'
royal w~iI1, affixed.

Thus far 1 luave Ireateci of the Geniesis and ev-%oïttioni of' dhi
British cabinet. It is 1)eyond niy scope to discuss the funcetionis
of the differenit departmnents of admiinistration, for they hide a
tlioiisandi initrieaeies born of that; composite developiiueiit so char-
acteristie of li-misli inistitutions. Nowv 1 wiilh tur iny attentioni
to Caadaiad diseus. the Canadian cabinet. The goveriumient
of tliiis broaid )oiiniion'' (as thecy style it iu 1'arliaînent) 15
for thie înost lpait a faithiful reproductioni of the Englisli systeni;
this applies espeeially to thec cabinet. But hefore discussing- the
Canadiani cabiniet. it is w~e1l to "ive a brief resuiné of thic modes
of' -overniient existing in Canada preccdfli conifederation, vc
the present systcmn -%vas adopted.

Froîn the foundfation of Qucbc in 1608 mntil 1760-flic
period of French rulc,-absolutc goveriiiment prevailcd iii Cani-
ada. 1rior to 1664) Canada wz'as under thec conitrol of conuniier-
cial coinpanics f0, whioîn the Freiieh kzingf gave exclusive righîts
over thec fur trade. The vear 1664 saw the last of this coin-
iieriai rule, and Canada -,xas mnade a Frencli provinice with a
gfovemumiient of ifs own. Tie governînient conîprised the Governor.
the Initendlant and the Bislîop. The Goverinor lîad charge of the
iifiary forces while the Intendant controlled ftic finances. A
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