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s9weî' for tAie result. Anîd, sir*," she eoîîtinued Nvitl cîniotioni, Il înly fiatiier ap-
pointed you the guardimn of niypr-opcrty, iot, tue controller of those, seutiiînenîQ
whiclî a mina oflhonour %vould respect ."

Ilere she rose froin the table, intendiug o leave tic roomn; for at the men)-
tion of lier fatiier, the old elîoking- seiisatiou liad returiied, and.she wvould uoi
let tiîis grim old tyrant sec lier weakness.

&Not so fast, Miss Nellie, if you please," lie calîed out, as suc lîad
gatined thie door, Il I wish foir a littie more conversation witil youi ou h.
squbjeet, tlint is to bc tabooed iin the future. .5etter have it out at once. Pray
be scated." Slie deelinied, and stanîding witi lier lîand resting on the table,
waited calrnly for lîiî to begiui.

6My deai' youing lady," the voice sounided kinider, Ilyou are no douibt peu'-
fectly awNare uhuat tuis is Chirhiznas eve. Now, as y-ou have, pleuised. me cx-
<'eedingly by your prompt complianc witli my wishces, in a matter that shall
be nameless, I will in returu give you -whiat 1 tliink wvil prove a sliglit plea-
sure to You. We wvill have Mr. Arthur Kiglitbridge lucre to dinner on Christ-
ruas day.",

Mrs. Barber Iooked at lier nicce, cxpecting to sec the quiet face liglît up
wvith tluis intelligenice, but she -%as disappointed. Turning f0 Mr. Burton,
Nellie said supplicatingly,-

"If you phease, sir, 1 would mucli ratiex' you did Dot."
"Did miot whiat ?"
"Invite Arthur-Mr. Knigýlitbridgc-hiere to-miorrow."

Eh? What do yoti say?" questioned the old man in astoiisliinceut.
I mean, sir," she rcplied, Il that I think it -would be botter if lie did uîot

corne.".
"ThMen, madaru, I say lie shh"roared the old tornado. "And you inaly

as welI leara now as at any otiier time, that wliatever I command in this bouse
1 expeet to be obeyed. Wlien I say a tluing must be donc it slwll bc donc, or
cisc you may depend on't, thireý'l be a scene. And now, if you please, ring
for writing materials : I -wili send flhc invitation at once."

Ilis ward, not caring to witness the "lscene" in question, hnasteiled lierseif
to whicel a small wvriting table in front of lus chair, -whicn lic began to pen flie
note 10 Arthiur, without hoss of time. Having finished, lie bade Nellie address
it, and after looking at the direction, told lier she, mighit retire, and sec-( 10 ls
being dispatchced immediately.

Wlieîi the door lîad closed, Mrs. Barber drew ker chair near the fire 'c, wUl
Uic resolve 10 'rcmonsf rate %%ith this touchy old piece of îurnanity, on' the
needlcss sevcrity lie ivas dis;playing towards lier niece ; but alas for lier praise-
worthy.resolutioiui! Thue old man's (1iick peu'ception liad doubtless divined
tlie objcct of this geie m'aticeuvi'e; aind being extreinely averse 10 a lecture
of tlîis kind, lie quickly conceived, a desire 10 sec London by gas-liglit, and]
before Mrs. Barber coald interpose a -word , he beggcd she would excuse liîïu.
and lîastily loft thte roou.,

Pausing in the hall to put on a lieavy over-coat, and to draw a wvarm scal-
skin cap down over his cars, lie took his gloves and -walkin g-stick and left
tlie honse, cansing tlue front door 10 vibrate rather unpleasantly. Once out-
Side, he hiailed a cal), and jumping ilbt a, called out to the driver, Il ligh,-It-
bridge & Studly, Fleet street ," and was driveuî off iii ilie darkness ; while
Nellie ivent t(; lier rooin, fo pass thie uiglît in sad thouglîts and forebodings
of' tue futurc.
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