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ceived a somieiwhat stout, Middle agcd gentle-
man, who was lcaning against one of the
colurans of the veranda, quietly enjoying his
evening smioke-.

As I approached, feeling soinewhiat uncom-
fortable at thus appcaring, an unbidden and,
it miglit bc, an unwretcorne guest, lie rcnioved
tic pipe fron bis lips and stood with a sort of
surpriscd and enquiring gaze. Walking Upl ini
front of hinm, 1 cnquired il' Squire Grahami lived
tiiere. As 1 expectcd, lie replied that Oint was
bis naine, whereupon 1 took froin my pocket-
book my brother's letter and, after bianding it
to hua, I stood anxiously awvaiting the efflet it
miglit produce.

Aller glancing briefiy over tlîe letter, the
Squire grasped nie cordially by the hand, ini
such a inanner as to shake mny late unpleasant
feelings completely out of mie. Vien, taking
Up miy valise, lie led the wvay into the bouse and
conducted mieint a handsomely furnishied par-
tour, at tbe saine timie exprcssing bis regret at
the absence of bis iwife and daugbiter, who were
off on a v'isit to a neigbouring fainily, and ivould
not return until late in thîe evening.

IlSo you sec," lie added, Ilwcv must endeav-
our to make curselves as comnfortable as pos-
sible under thd cireumstances."

And we did make ourselves comfortable.
Ailer alquiet littie chat of hiaif an hîour or so,
wve lcft the rooni on a foraging tour to the
kitchen, where ive discovered a cold tùowl and
some other littie etceteras, ivhiich afforded us
an excellent supper, to ivhieli 1, at least, did
ample justice. Then, the rest of thec evening
was oecupied in smoking and tbe discussion of
a ivondcrful varicty of subjeets, and about ten
o'clock my kind hîost showved nic to niy rooni
and bid me good night, and in fifleen minutes
more 1 was sleeping as soundly as if I was in
my own room at the botel in the city.

'When r awvoke next imorning, thie early rays
of the rising sun ivere just beginning to mnake
visible tbe surrounding objeets. I lay awake,
turning over in mny mind the eveats of thie pre-
ceeding day, until I hîcard a eock striking six,
and thea hopped out of bcd and prepared to
arrange my morning toilet.
tJust as 1 hiad finishcd drcssing, soine one
rapped at the door, and on opening it, I fourni
the Squire standing outside.

I heard you stirring about," lie cxplained,
"and thought 1 ivould ask you to take an early

stroli. until breakfast time, just to wliet up our
appetites a bit you krow."
tTo this 1 readily agrced, and wve sallied fortli
together to get a breath of the nîorning air.

and beaution ia bbcxeine; ws itue on
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portion of highi land, it affordcd a most chiarin-
ing vicw of a wide expanse of luxuriant Meadow
and magnificent forest. The grounds iii the
vieinity of the bouse ivere laid out ivitlî great
SUIi and care, and altogeblier the .cene was
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the splendors of the natural panorama, wihil

lay before and around us, we turncd and re-
traeed our steps to tlie bouse.

At tbe breakfast table I %vas inti odue' to
tlie ivortlîy Squire's wife and daugliter. The
former vas a fine sprightly lady wvith perfect
goo(l-nature beaining in evcry fenture, and
wvhose eiieery smnile, as well as lier ivords, be-
spoke ine a hearty iwelcoie; tbec latter, Miss
AXlice Graham, was, without doubt, bbic niost
1ierfect specimien of feéminine beauty that 1
bave ever laid niy eyL*s upon: a complexion
of pure wbite and pink; eyes of bieavenly blue;
a tiny nioutlî wbose rosy lips, wlien parted,
revenled a double row of pearly teeth; briglit
fiaxen bair, wbieli lîng iii dm'ncing ringlets
about lier neck and shoulders, and a figure of
exquisite synîmcetry, ahi comibincd to produce a
face and forns sueli as mnight mire to envy the
fairest of our haughîty city belles.

After breakfast, thec Squire infornicd us thînt
sonie business, of a legal eliaracter, Nvould re-
(luire liiin to proeed( tu tic Sbiretown, some
miles dlistant, and very probably lie ivould not
retura until late ii thie evening, and suggestcd
that 1 inighit pass flic forenoon very plcasantly
by ivalking out wvitb the ladies.

They biaving no objection bu thie arrangement,
wec set out at once, and a iniost pleasant tinie wve
lia(. 1 %vas as miucli delighted Nwitli my coas-
pany as with tbec beauties of thme landscape.
Mrs. Grabiam was a wvoman of more than ordi-
nary intelligence and culture, whlose conversa-
tion and mianner displayed sucli eourtcsy and
affatbiliby of disposition, as enablcd any one,
even an ubter stranger, to feel perfectly at case
in lier presence.

Alice Grahamn posscssed many of the excel-
lent qualities of bier mother. Her's was a
happy, loving, trusting nature; lier deportasent
was easy, gracefuil and wvithiout affectation; lier
language wvas simple yct elegant, and, iii a
word, slîe wvas one fittcd to fill and adora any
position in socety, biowever highi and exalted.

Very quickly and pleasantly did tbc lîours
slip away that miorning, as wve rambled over the
beautiful grounds of Rosemount; and by the
time wve biad pretty Nvell '- donc " the place, and
vwere recalled to the hîouse by a shrill blast of
tbe dinner-hora, I felt ns much at home witli
my kind hostess and bier gentie daughter, as
bhiougli I had known tbcmn long before, and not
as if I lîad nMade their aequaintanee, for the first
tinie, but a few hîours previouisly.

In tlîe absene of tîme Squire, I conscnted to
undertake flic carving, operations at dinner, but,
owing to lack of skill and experience la the art,
1 only succeeded in liacking a few inisshapen
fragments froiu the joint, spabtering the gravy
over tbe snowy table-clobli, and getting vcry
wîarm and rcd in Che face. These little draw-
backs, however, we did not allow to lesson the
enjoymient of tbc occasion, and ample justice
,was donc ta thie excellent viands iwhichi iere
set bufore us.

Whcn wc; arose fromu the table, Alice invited
mie bo accompany lier into lier fiower garden
ivbich I hiad not yct seen. 0f course 1 ivent.


