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TîLE attention of ail conccrtied is cspecially
directcd to the advertisemntt announcing

the meeting (If the Executive of the Home Mlission
and Augmentation Comw.ittees in St. Andrews
Chntrch XWest, Toronto, on the morn ing of Tucsday,
i i ti October.

IF there k, much more qaid iout Mr. Blikes
appearaiiceq in England, Engflishmni may bu

temptcd to conclude that tic are greatly surprised to
find that our countrymnan amouints to aniytiingZ uver
there. Is there any reas on why a Caniadian should
not be a first-claes man ? Englishmen wouild think
more highiy of us if ive lad more self respect, and
did îlot take colonial inferiority for granted.

T HIE annual vacation kq a cnmparatively new
thing ini Canada, but it is a really good thing.

A rest and a ncw stait lhelp a îvorker of any lind
miglbtily. It kq a good thing to stop occasionaliy
and look at one's ivork froin the outside. Iin the
îiiick of the fighit a mani cannot sec bis work in thie
saine ligflit as hie secs it in the quiet of bis vacaion.
Canada affords splendid opportunities for recreation.
1 lie northerni part of Ontario is one of the besî re-
cruiting places in the wcorld.

AN idie mani is to be Pitied at any' seasoiof the
Ayear, but neyer so much as iii Atigntst. Dur-

ing this montil thousands of busy workerý pack their
grips, say good.bye to their work. and s;tart for the
lakes or the mountains or the sea-side. to have a rest
and a good time. A chronic idler cannot take a va-
cation. H-is whoie year is a vacation, and hie cannaio
have the luxury of a rest, because he has neyer en-
joyed the luxury of liard work. Vie somnetimes pity
people who have to work hard, and sorne of them are
objects of pity, but positively there is no humani
being so much 10 bc pitied as a man or woman that
lias nothing 10 do, and does it cvery day.

W-1HILE many other counties in ibis Province
W have formed Chris;tian Endeavour Unions,

York bias been bebind in tbis matter. With the ab-
je-,t of forming a County Union, a Convention will
assemble ini Cookes Churcli, Toronto, on September
2nd and 3rd, the first session commencing at 2.30
p.m. on Friday, September 2nd. Good speakers
have been secured, and ample lime wiil bc given 10
the discussion of ail practicai (questions in connec-
tion witli tbis important branch of Christian wortc.
Full particulars cani bc obtained from M1r. Thomas
Rennie, Secretary of Commîttec of Management,
corner Jarvis and Adelaide Streets, Toronto.

T HJ- colleges are deeply interested iii the ques-T io-,i of the missing two hundred thousand.
Ilard-headed methodical buçineçs men, witb a weak-
ness for figures, wben asked for moncy to, support
theological education, will be apt to ask ini return if
the young meni arc being properiy îrained in pas-
toral theology. Alil the pastors in the Churcli bave
not been trained in Canada, and it is just as muchi
the duty of the eIder as of the minister to look after
the stray shecep, but stili the questicn of pastoral
efficicnaLy ill corne up. There is flot much use in a
young rinister îvbo knows the bieresies of the îcnth
cenitury, but lias not the most distant idea of the spi-
ritual condition o1 bis oWvn village.

T IERE can bco no reasonable doubt bliat thel-oud swaggering of iilionaires and railtvay
inagnatcs on the othier side of thxe ligie lias liad
muci to do in lhiteva1' of ititensifying the feelinig
betuveen labour anîd capiital. The îvorld lias lieard
a good deal abouit the overbcaring condîoct of the
aristocrats of bloe old %vorid, and îîo doubt many
Lords and Dukes have been disreputable bullies.
Tiiere is no kiîîd of lordling, liovever, quite so <lis-
gosting as the vulgar, ignorant American million-
aire wvho bas made a fortune out of the hard work
o! aIliers, and %viîo coiishantly thrusts bis ili-gotten
gains in thîe faces of lus neiglibours. Sa long as
money etiables men ta do as lhcy please, and mil-
lionaires lire above the lawv, lucre %vill bc constant
w-ar bctwen thie rich and the pooi'.

T Tl; amusing la rcad sonie o! the jiredictiontîsIat
are being made aboLît the futurc o! the Glad-

stone Governimcilt. Tite difficulties the aid parlia-
metîtary hiand lias ta, contend against are r--presented
as quite insuperable, and il is graveiy asserted that
lus Governimeîît cannot iast a year, perhaps not six
months. Nov, ail thiat may be truc, but thue wish is
generally thie father of thc prediction. IPeople ofteîî
pursue thie same course ini Cliturcli matters. If you
hear a mati predict tuIt is iîiter is goiîxg ho faîl,

ralwva) s expcct hîjîn o help lu fulfil lois prediction.
.île is pretty certain te, work, for the prediction ah
1ieast niegativeiy, il îîot positively. Thie man wvlio

predicts Iliat a collection wili be a failure, does not
intend 10 do much 10 make il a success. The mati
îvho asserts that a Clîuirch debt can tuever bc paid
does not intend ho lbelp ho pay it. Predictions gener.
ally indicate the feelings aithe prophet.

T IIE pri-îhing of the" Acts and Proccdiiîxgs of
thîe IEighiteenth General Asseonbly of tloc

Preshyteriari Church ini Catnada" is nov completed,
and the distribution of the volume is beg-un.Likc
the Clourcl i lîosc ork and progyress it records, it
ks groiving larger every year. As formcriy it con-

ttains the officiai record of the proceedings of the
General Ascm idy, ail the reports presented t the
Supreme Court, and much valuable anîd auîlîeoiic
information concerning the wvork of thie Clourch.
Many people still chcrisli the delusian Iliat thie
Church's Biue Book is merely a mass of dry and
unintereshing details toat îorth anyorie's uviiile ta

tread. We are convinced, hiotvever, that thie aost
volatile individuoal wvho casually glaiîces a thue 1 home
and Foreignî Mission Reports, the Statisticai Report
and inany of the others will find matters of sur-
passing interest embodicd ini these necessary por-
tions of this valuable record of the Cîxurchus doings
duririg tic year. It is certain that if the mnîisters
and officc-bcarers in the Church took a pcriodic
course of BIue I3onk, their interest and efficieîicy iin
Christian w~ork would bce eîîhaîced. Future Clxurch
historians will bless bhe niemories of the coinipilers

>of " The Acts and lrocccdings" long afler tiîey
aefinislied tlîeir earlhly labours

N O ilecapable of formiîog an intelligenît opinion
Noon istîch mathers doubts Iliat the census eu-

rnerators arc substaiîtially correct Mien they find
230,000 more l>resbyteriaos iii bbheIDominion than
the Church finds. Dr. Torrance says iii bis report

1. liat IlTîiere is every reason to conclude that the
-figures rcporled b>' the Govertiment are substan.
t iaily correct."' Dr. Cochrane, we knov, holds the
fsame opinion, and both arc first-class business men.

Tie cold, liard fact thie Clîurch bas ta face is that
wvhile we have been talkixîg about Ilthis great

iChiurch,» and passing resolutions on political ques-
r ions, and legislating about the dcceascd îvife's
1sister, nearly a quartier of a million of aur owvn
ipeople in a population of oniy five millions are
1unknown ta the Churcli and persumably uncared

for by the Church. Tîxere is no use in concealing
this fact, and naonmais whoo lias thie welfare of the
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;ON SCHEMS ERANGEMENT of rade is not the most
h004' fot C,02.ialei. te LJserious lealure ni the strilce at 11uffalo. No

'UtILt5tilNG Co, doubt the accumulation of freiglit there causes a
joaian Sreet, ruranta. vast aunount of inconvenience and loss in many

places and ta maay iindividuals. but a litile lime
~ T.~R v ould soon rectify miatterq of that kinui'l'le

alarmîng féature of the caqe ik the bad blood that
am -secens tte bc permiancntiy stirred up betveecapi-
îî~lî,îj .x, ~ t-aI anîd labour. The contest at H-oinestead actuaiiy

ai-oonted te civil ivar. There are 8,oo mcin under
- TORONTO. ams at Buffalo, and the ivlole niiitia force of

the State of Ncuv X'orkli as bei called out. Howv
mnucli wvorse :-ouid uatters bc eveni if civil war ex*

i Ativnce. sted ?Terns: $2 Per Annum n

Cbntrcb at lieart can liîep fearing tuat there is somne.
thing seriouly if not radically \vtong sornwa1îee.
Tite Cbiurch courts spend many hours on matters
of very little importance, but wlieiîtbey are told ini
an officiai way that over two hundred thousaiod
Preçhyterian people in a population of only five
millions ire like sbiecp without a sheplierd, the f.îct
does tint awaken as muclb interest as the puitting n!
a name on the Standing Committee.

W 110 bas tiot hecard scorces of sermons on the
relative importance of temporal and spiti.

tuai îlîings ? Conigregations are urged t0 give more
attention ta the things that concert, hie soul and
eternhty, and lcss attention to the affairs of this
%vorld. 1 Iortation on Ibis Une is onie of the most
common of pu, commonplaces. Do mriniqters
practise their own precepts ini tiî connection ' lin
the Cbiurcli courts, give the mosî important inatters
the most attention P Tite Gencral Assembly speit.
a considerable amount of lime in putting one
name on the Home Mission Committee, but it
spent no trne enquiring int the decrease ini the
number of Presbyterians in the Maritime Pro.
vinces, or in iooking for the stray quarter of a
million Presbyterians that the ministers and eIders
do not ]kîîov as mucbi about as thie agents of the
Dominion Government know. Plresbyteries wil
probably spend more lime Ibis auttumn iiin aking
verbal criticismn of their minutes than in mal<ing
enquiry about our 200,000 lost sheep. How can
ministers expèct their hecarers tc0 give superior at.
tention o 1 vital matters if the becarers know Iloat iii
the spiritual courts of the Clîurclî the greater part
of the lime is often given ta matters that arc îlot
only non-essential but trifling as wvell ?

DR. COCH-RANE is o! the opinion that there
may be a fetv groupq of t rsbyterian families

in the older Provinces of the Dominion that are not
reached by thc Chtircui, anîd arc therefore n in-
cluded in the statislics. Exploration is ex pensive
and the Dominion Governiment cati stand the
expense niuclî better titan lthe Home Mission Coin.
niittce. Viben eýqploratioio k aàked, the Coinmittee
explore and -ive the e cwly found district ait the
lbelp bue Commitîce cati afîard. No doubt ibis i-ý
true ini regard la a fcw Presbyteries, but the numibcr
is certainly few. Bruce and Barrie are tie Prcsby-
teries in wlîicli 6tucl groups %vould niost likely bc
fourid, anîd there is a mnost efficient mission suiperin-
tendent in these Preshyteries to wvatcl Ithe formation
of Presbyteriani groups. Aq a malter of fact lic
does watch and report th2.in. If there. arc such
groups inithie older Presbyteries, inore's the shame
10 the Piesbyteries. We do toot believe that uinre-
ported groups exist in one od P-esbytery out of a
dozen. lit Dr. Cochranc's own Presbytery, for
example, %vbere is there a group ? and the samte
question mighit be asked abouît a dozen ýrhxers.
The only possible places ini Ontario wherc such
groups cati be found are the 1resbyteries i the
north-eastern part, and %ve doubt very much if thhere
are many groups ini tiese. Dr. Campbell iill lper-
haps give his views on this question. As a matter
of fact ive believe that the great majority of the
missing îwo hundrcd tloousand are ta be found in
cities, towns and villages righit under the shadow of
our church spires. They aie 100 careless to attend
Church, and ini ton many instances the Clîurch does
not exert itself muc i in the îvay of compelliixg
them ta come in. More anon.

CJILDREN'S DA Y.

C ONGREGATIONS and Sabbathî scîmools are
taking kindiy 10 the observance tif Clilidrcn's

Day. The Sabbath School Com milIe bave made
ail necessary arranîgements for briçylit and attractive
set vices on the day appointed. The lasI Sabbath i
September. the 251h, lias been selectcd as bhc day
most generally cotîvenient for holding sucli services.
0Oving to the meeting ai the Pan-Presbyteriain
Council. most of the Toronto Sabbath schools have
resoived ta bold the children's special services two
weeks cariier, on the i i thi September. Tbe Sabbatlî
School Committcc are cordialiy in favour of observ-
ing a day annually as Childreîx's Day, and the Gen-
eral Assembiy bas givej itis sanction to the appoint-
ment. It is superfluous t0 add that Sabbath scîxool
teachers generally, and ail who sympathize with
tbemn in the delightful and valuable wvork in îvhicb
tbey are engaged, hcartily approve of the effort to
establish an annual Cliildren's service througlaout
tbe lengtlo and breadîli of bhe Chîurch. In a short
lime it wili be eagerly [ooked forvard 10, with joy-


