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Summer Session, xve Lelieve, must corne on the
princiole that the calieges exist for the Church and
not the Cliurchi for the colieges. There need not Le
mucli discussion about the month ai April. Practi-
cally that month is aimost useless for mission xork,
ini a large portion ai the liome fild. If ail the other
Presbyteries xvould imitate Toronto and hLd a twao
days' conference on mi5sions we would soon have a
practical solution of a number of prabletns that are
naw hindcring the Chorch's progress. Sending thiese
vital questions up ta the Assenxbly ini a crude stateand
ailotving thcrn ta take their chance thiere along %vith
the dcceascd %wif's sister, and other perplexing prob-
lems, is simply piaying with the vital interests af the
Church. The AssenLly lias far tooa much to do and
it spcnds far too much time on matters not ncarly
50 important as Hiome and Foreign Missions.

MfISSIONAR Y CONFERENcIÎ.

M EMBERS cf Toronto Presbytcry iii institu-
ting a Missionary Conférence have tak-en

a practical step in the riglit direction. The Canfer-
ence xvas occupicd in talking over purposes and plans
for the furtherance of the work of Christ at liome
and abroad. It was b>' no means purpaseless talk.
The tint ias gone past xvhen talking at large xii
Le any langer listened ta xih patience. The
practical comman sense element is toa strongy and
time is toa short for vague, dreamy' disquisitions that
lead ta no conclusions save that produced b>' wcari-
ness and exhaustion. Conventions and conferences,
that is Presbyterian ones, now mean business.
Deliberation and careful forethought, however, are as
essential ta succcssful aractical endeavour as are
zeal and actîvit>'. The time spent in devisîng and
discussing methîods aif vork is not last. It has long
been felt that the holding cf conférences on varions
aspects cf Christian wark, in addition ta mare formai
presbytcrial action, arc ver>' desirable. There is
littie in the objection that thcy lead ta nothing
definîte, having no pawver to sanction authorîtativel>'
any particular course of action. The necessary work
a Prcsbytery bas ta perform precludes the full con-
sideration cf man>' general subjects af vital impor-
tance ta the Church's %velfare. It is wcli that the
freedom enjoyed in conférence and convention
permits idcr scope for fuller and mare cxtended
discussion than can possibi>' Le the case in Presbvtery,
whcre mnay n>matters cf a routine but necessary
character arc constaaîtly coming up. The conference
is nat antagonistic, but heipfui ta efficient presbyter-
ial work. Opinions are crystallized and put in shape
fo- action by the Prcsbytery and time is saved, for a
su.S-jcct that bas been more or icss maturely con-
sidcred in conference generally assumes a definite
shape, sirîce thc mind cf the brethrcn concemning it
Las been saniewhiat iully ascertained.

Anothier advantage cf having occasionai con-
férences is found in the iact that participation in the
deliberations is not rcstricted cxciusively ta members
cf Prcsbyteî-y. Christian workers and the active
members cf congregatians have the apportunity af
expressing their opinions and valuable suggestions
accasionaliy caine frein those xvho do i.ot see al
things through strictly Presbyteriai lenses. White ih
is well that the autharit>', influence and efficiency cf
the Presbytery shouid Le propcrly saic-guarded, it
is a manifest advantagc ta hiave ministcrs, eiders and
people in close touch xith each other, ail anîmated
by the naine spirit and working toward the anc great
atm-tic promotion of the divine glory and the
advancement af the spiritual ife of the Church.

The Conférence held in Toronto hast week was
in the main successful. ilhe attendarice was flot
quite as gcod as it ouçbt ta bave bren. The occasion
was lîeld ta Lecof suffacient importance ta bring
several influential ininisters from a distance, among
thein the respccted Convener af the Home Mission
Committce, ta tak-e part in the proceedings. Sa far
as the practical xork of the Confercnce xvas con-
cerned, it was emincntly successful. The vital
questions of Home and Foreign Missions were
discussed with a fuiness and freedom that left littde
ta Le desircd. There wvas no disposition ta place
the anceclepartment ai Christian activity in opposition
ta the ather. The practical difficuity cf securing
adequate suppi>' for the more remate mission stations
was carefuhi>' considcrcd and variaus sugge-stions
,were offcrcd, the marc important being that containcd
in the Icîter sent by Dr. Laing, Moderator cf the
Gcnerai Assembly, and the proposai submittcd by
the Rev. D. j. Macdonnell. Dr. Laing*s method of
meeting the difficulty is ta hiave stîmmer coliege
sessions, in arder tbat a number ai studcnts ma>' Le
frec ta supply mnission stations during winter, when
unfortunately sa man>' af thcmn are -Ieft with but very
little supply and some with none at ail.
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Mr. Macdonncii's proposai wvhicli wvas ivell sup-
ported and was ultimately adoptcd by tlie Confer-
ence, though flot altogether frec frorn objection, ib
flot an untried experirnent. It %vas acted on for
many years by the Frec Church of Scotland and
with excellent resuits. The chief féature of the
plan is to require of ail students graduating in thco-
logy to devote a year's service in iHome Mission
work belore being scttled in a pastoral charge. It is
casier ta extend rather than ta restrict frecdorn of
action. For many years nov thc custoin lias pre-
vailed that a student on rcceiving liccnse ta preacli
the Gospel ks eligible for seulement in a cangrega-
tion. 0f late years particularly it lias oftcn hap-
pcned that congregations have waiteci for some par-
ticular studcnt to be licensed in order that a call
mighit be at once cxtended ta him, and severai satis-
factory settiements have been made in this maniner.
The proposai that lias received the sanction of thc
recent Conférence wouid put an end ta the system
of pastoral seutlement by anticipated agreements.
\Vhether this miglit be satisfactory or otherwvise
%vould require timie to determine. At ail events it is
from this aspect of the case that objections wili
corne. There k no detnyinig tivit wcre the plan
adloptcd it %vouid g-) far tu remanve the ser.-ous diffi-
culty of findisig an adequate suppiy for negiec A2
Holme Mission stations,and it is hi-h tinie that some-
thing wvere done to obviate the cvii that ai] recognize.
Wvithout specif>ing the personal benefit that the
exercise of self-denial in complyiag wîith the pro-
posed arrangement %wauid confer on the inidividual
wvlo wiiiingly complies 'vith it, there ib the obvious
advantage that the large and varicd experience
gained in the mission field %vouid Le of inestimable
value to the young pastor. The memory of a
year's labour even in remote settlem-ents would be
abiding, and wvould clicit an intercst in Home Mis-
sion work that could riot Le easily extinguished. It

apears to be the plan Lest adaptcd for eeting the
difficulty, and is at lcast worthy of seriaus consid-
cration and, if practicable, of adoption.

GL'NERAL IJOOTH'S I IVA Y Ot'T»

T Il E schcmc of General Booth for the reclaina-
tion of the ' submcrgcd tenth " lias elicited

a deep and general interest. Thc wvide-,wlte:ring
wvaves of poverty, disease an<d crime in wvhich that
unhappy moiety, of the English nation is subinerged
are forever bcating up against the stable ground on
which the other classes art standing. Mýaniy pass
on unheedîng. \Vaat arc the sufferings, the inarticu-
late groans or the dumn.b despair of the hopciess and
hciless thonusands, ta vhom day brings no comfort
and night secures no sheiter to those whose life has
no high purpose ? Many more listen wvitli sympa-
thetic ear ta the howling of this pitilcss sea of
huinan misery;- they look- on with moistened eye,
but thcy knov not \vhat can be donc or wliat
attemptcd to mitigate in some dcgrec this ever-
augmenting under-worid. Many earncst and phil-
anthropie Christian workers corne into actuai touchi
with the people hopelessly wvorstcc in the struggle
for existence. It wouid Le unjust to. say that their
efforts wcrc of littie avail. Mucli goz-d lias been
donc by them. Whie the Divine Benefactor's words
arc truc: Il Inasmuch as ye have donc it ta the icast
of these littie ones ye hiave donc it unto Mcl," it wlii
flot do ta say that any sincere effort i-lis name,
however apparcntly inadlequate, is valueiess. Until
we cari know the human hicart as H-e does. it is
better ta refrain from censuring those whio, though
it may bc by mistaken mcthods, try to lift one poor
human waif froin the slough of misery inta which it
lias falien. Those wvho liave scen mast of the dark
side of liCe in the larger capitals of the world arc
gcneraily most dccpiy in earnest in thinking over
the mcthods most likciy ta bring hcllp and hope ta
the growirîg outcast class ta bc found even wlîcre
wcalth and spkendour abound. It is actuai contact
with London wretchcdncss that lias moved Generai
Booth of the Saivation Ariny to devise the plan
which, thanks to Mr. W. T. Stcad, has beci sa ably
and graphicaily prcscnted to the peopIe.

It is flot aitogether surprising that it lias been sa
wcli received gcncraiiy. IlThe Bitter Cy of Out-
cast Londin " aroused attention and effort. Thc
public conxs ience was in a nicasure quickened. The
tcrrible incongruity that in London, the ccntre of
modern Christian civilizaticin, therc should cxist
thousands upan thousands of human bcings aimost
as dcgradcd as those cncotuntcrcd by cmpiorers in
darkcst Africa is incrcasingly fcit. Gentrai ]Booth
is thc first who has boldly and on a large scale pro-
pounded a practicai schemýe to deal with the acknow-
lcdgcd cvii. H-e faces thc question squarcly. It isi
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admittcd that many of the submergcd have fallen by
their own fant, that Muclh if ixot the greatcr part
of the %vretcliedness is due to crime, dissipation,
indolence and in,:apacity, but à i.,~ there as a terrible
and înenacing tact. The body palitic that lias such
fcstcring sores eating in upon its vitality cannet be
ini a hcaithy condition. National as wvcil as civic
safety requires the adoption of aiiot-ating methods.
Christ ian hieipfulncss is better than military repres-
sion. Brothierly iindncss and chiarity are preferable
to batonis and bayonets. For these reasons Gen-
cral Booth'q plan hias met xith a niast cncouraging
weicome. Money Las been caming ini with unex-
îcectc:d rcadiness and in the course of the next few
weeks it k lii<ely tixat the million dollars called for
wvill Le obtained. Men in al valks of life and
rcprcsenting varionis branches of the Christian
Churchi have been forwvard in this good xvork.

The New York Indtpenden, xith characteristie
enterprise, has been eiiciting the opinions of men
suppased to Lecampetent ta form a proper esti-
mate of Generai Booth's project. It is singular ta
find them s0 divergent. There is comparative una-
nimity among thcrn in considering the conditions of
London and Nev York as bcing very different.
They difC-.r in size, and several hoid that there is
work ini the latter city for ail who are able and will-
ing ta labour. Ma-Ist of the men xvho have written
on the subjeet think that the wretchedness ta Le
fouind ini the great American commercial centre is of
a kind somcwhiat différent from that cxisting in Lon-
dlan. New York paverty is but of recent origin and
smailer dimensione. The anc is accidentai, the
other chronic. Tîhe retchedness that is crowdcd
away in flthy aiieyways in New York differs in no
essential particular from that ta Le found in White-
chapel. It is the same demoralii.ing, deadiy thing in
bath cities. The aiarming extent of destitution in
London is of comparativcly recent origin, and it is
ai question how niuch of it ta bcLe fond there and
in New York as well is due ta modern industrial
conditions. It is is significant howv differently such
men as John Swinton and General B3ooth, who
have visitcd and mingled with the destitute people
in their lurking places-for homes they cannot Le
caled-and a judge wlîo presides at the speciai ses-
sions, heid ini the Tombs, New York. The former
are not pessimistie and are anxious ta see any
feasible schemc tricd ta cape if possible xith a ter-
rible evil. The judge pronounces General flooth's
proposai an impracticabie schcme. In this he is
cmphiatic. lie says:

General l3ooth's scheme is not the ane ta remedy the evils ta
which he has called the attention of the public For instance,
we miust bear in mind (and 1 spcak frontmny experience in
dealing with such people)'that of the low fernale outcastemore
than ninety per cent. art su from choice-not as the resuit of
misfortune or misery, but from choice. Nearly ail of them
have been brought ta their condition through a vain desire for
display and a love of dress. But whatever has been the cause,
whatever is the reason, they are whaîtbey are froni volun-
tary choice, and they certainly preter that mode cf life. Sa
that they would refuse ta be Il reformed " by any means, and
certainly by ibis means which, as 1 understand it, wilI be an
attempt ta corral theni, sa ta speak, ta a place where, in a
measure, they will be put on exhibition as specimens in a
museum for other people ta look at. Such a niethod of
refoim sitikes ne as visionary, airnost hxdicrous. Amongiz te
maIe outcasis, perhaps, there is not to large a percentage af
persans who lead their lives frani choice. There is a much
larger number cf men wha have became crîminals throuRh
misfortune, or the peculiar circumstances which have suar-
rounded them, but even with :a large proportion af those
they are what they are from choice. The life they lead is one
which is agrecable ta theni and which they have no par.
ticular desire ta change. ils long as they can keep out cf jail
they are perfectly satisfied. They are flot particularly teruiiied
at the prospect cf going ta prison, at the sanie time thcy
wauld prefer their liberty. As for forming any aggregation
cf such fellows and getting them mbni colonies, it strikes me as

=0 mpatcable as net ta deserve a moments serionas con-

If all wcre of the opinion entertained by this
judgc thîcrc would be littie encouragemen.t for Chris-
tian effort. Would the judgc look on and sec this-
wretchcdness growing ta larger and yet larger
dimensions ? Mucli more hopeful and cncouraging
arc the vicws expresseci- by Dr. MNcUlynn and John
Swinton. Thcy have not sat on the bcnch dispens-
ing justice in tones af cold severity, but have taken
xvaifs by thec hand wvith a tender human syznpatby.
The last-namcd writcr lias a rather bard hit at the
apatby and indifférence af clergymen and the
Churcb gcneraliy ta the home hcathenism of great
cities. This is hardly fair, for numerous are the
clergymen in New Vorz and in< London who are
doing excellent work among the outcast poar, and
it is cncouraging ta find that prominent ninisters in
England, bath Churchmcn and Dissenters, have
comc forward ta support the sceeme propoundcd by
Gencral Boath. Even should it prove a failure-
and there is noa reason to supposc that it will-it is
better to try than ta continue ioaking on in helpiess
indiffercnce.1


