THE CANADA' ' PRESBYTERIAN,

109

S e —

SABBATH $6H00L SHEACHER,

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON LI,

D N » . ) Luk .
,‘:‘,,f’ }Tlllz’ SAVIOUR'S L.AST IVORDS. { "“fs";"
GOLDEN ‘T'xT.—*' Lo, I am with you alway, ¢cven

unto the end of the world, Amen,”—Matt. xxviii, 20,

HOMR STUDINS,

M. John xx. 19-31........ .The salutation of peace.
I, John xxi.125.......... .Feed my lambs.
W. Luke xxiv. 44 53........ The Saviour's last words,

Th. i Matt. xxviil. 16-20 ‘The ascension,

Acts i, 1-12.
F. Ps, xxiv. 1-10 . ........The King of glory.
S. Eph.i. 1-23.... ..o, Head over all things,

S. Heb. x 1-14. On the right hand of God.
HELPS TO STUDY.

The last words, especially of the good and great, are often
memorable. They may be the outgrowth of Christian ex-
perience and a blessed testimony to the reality and power of
Christianity, like Baxter’s’: ‘1 have pain—there is no
arguing against sense—but 1 have peacel 1 have peacel”
Or they may be the sad expression of a heart unsatsfied and

roping alter God, as Goethe's: *‘Light, more light!”

he words of the great Reformers, witnesses for Christ
against anti-Christian error and superstition, are fraught
with a significance to which we would do well to give heed
when we are nuw agam called upon to tesufy 2gainst the
same miscrable follies and superstitions which are being re-
vived in our midst. Such are Cranmer’s confession when
he thrust his offending hand among the blazing fagots,
¢ Thou anworthy hand shalt Lum fiest, I will Le zevenged
of thee for subscribing for fear of death to that damned
scroll!” and Tyndall’s prayer—** Lord, open the eyes of the
Kingof England:" or the prophetic words of Huss to a poor
bigot who hurled a burning brand at his head, ‘O holy
simplicity, God send thee better light'  You roast the goose
(which the word Huss means in Bohemian) now, but after
me shall come a swan (i.c., Luther), and he shall escape
your fire.” And Latimer’s, at the stake, **We shall light
such a candle by God’s grace, in England, this day, as I trust
shall never be put out again.” -

All these are words of bold witnesses. Christ Himself
was the great ** Witness™ ““faithful and true " -(Rev. i. §;
jii. 14)—who bare witness to the truth, and now He has
finished His testimony and sealed it with His blood; and
ere he departs hence to the Father, whence He came, e

ives His last chaqic to those whom He had chosen to be
{is witnesses. Luke appears here to give 2 summary, in a
few bricf words, of the instructions of Christ during the
¢¢forty days.” Our lesson divides itsclf into two, the cgargc
to the witnesses, and the ascension of Jesus.

I. T CHARGR OF J&SUS TO THE WITNESSEs: Vers.

‘ﬁglc are witnesscs,” said Jesus to them—ver. 48, Acts
i.8. And the apostles ever kept this before them.  This
was the peculiarity of the apostohic office.  Two things were
essential in an apostle, they were to beeye and car witnesses
of the great facts of the life of Jesus, above all of His resur-
rection—Acts i. 22; I Cor. ix, 1; and they must be called
by Christ Himself, without any human intervention.  St.
Paul vindicates his claim to be an apostle on the ground
that, although Christ, he had not known Jesus accorsing to
the flesh, yet the glorified Saviour in visible form had actual-
ly appeared to him on the way to Damascus, and that he
was called to his office, not through human mediation, but
immediately by the Lord Himself— 1 Car ix. 15 xv. 8; Gal.
i. 1, 1t. Both the twelve and St. Paul continually claim to
be witnesses—Acts ii. 32; ii. 15; v. 32; xxii. 15; 1 Pet. v,
1; 1 Johni. 1, 2.

And every Christian in whom God_has revealed His Son
{Gal. 1. 16} is to be 2 witness, both in word and in Ife, to
the power and reality and purity of Christianity. He can
and ought to bear testimony to his own experience of Christ’s

WErs

Two qualilies arc requisite in a witness, knowledge and
power, These were given to Christ's witnesses,

1. Kuowledge, vers. 44-47. Christ Himself was their
teacher. But not only did He speak many words unto
them and give them the outward and intellectual knowledge
of these divine things, but He also opened their undes-
standings, took away the veil from their hearts, 2 Cor. iii.
16, the vcil of prejudice, ignorance, and uubelief; and im.
parted unto them spintual innght and llununation. It was
thus that He enabicd them to understand the Scniptures.

We must have the Spirit in orde: o understand the words
of God, for they arc spiritually discerned: 1 Cor. 1i. 14.
In our study of them we must continually hift up our hearts
with Davids prayer. *“Open thou mine cyes, that 1 may
behold wondrous things out of thy law.” Lkt us remembe:
lest we be misled by our own imaginations, that *‘the
Spirit in the word and the Spirit in the heart say the same
thing."”

BE[ what were the words which Christ spoke to them ?
What was the subect of this teaching?

Evidently our Lord, while no doubt having in inind the
whole of His teaching, refers especially to His words re-
specting that which was the centre and substance of all,
namely, His death and resumection.  These he had repeat-
edly set_before them, at first only in obscure allusions, John
n. 19; iii. 14; vi. 51; Matt, ix. 15; xii, 39; but at leagth
"sopcnly," Mark wiii. 32; Matl xvi. 2; xvii. 22, 23; xx.
18, 19.

(.h?xst‘s own words were fulfilled in those cvents which
had most shaken the fauh of His disaples, Luke an, 23,
Christ's desth was no unfotescen calamity; from the very
first, He had set the vross before Him.  To this end He had
cotne that He might give His life a ransom for many.

But not only was Christ's death and resurrection the ful-
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filment of His own words; they were also the fulfilment of
the predictions of the Old Testament,

The Old Testament bore witness to Chuist; He is the
cential figure in every page; the substance and subject of
its types, its promises and its prophecies.

And in turn Christ bears witness to the Old Testament,
He scts upon it the seal of His divine approval, He quotes
it in its recognized three-fold division (Note 1), and thus He
cndorses the whole Hebrew Bible, the Old Testament, just
as we now have it,

Thus, thesefore, it behoved Christ to suffer, not only
because in this \wPf His own words and the words of the Old
Testament were (ulfilled; but because of the divine purpase
and the divine love which constmined Him.

The wont tianslated behoved in ver. 46, is the same that
is translated mustn ver. 44.  This must ran through the
whole of Chust's hie,  Yet 1t does not umply unwillingness;
but the entireness and unresepvedness wath which His whole
will and life were given up to the great work of saving lost
men: Luke ii. 49; john ix. 43 Mark viii. 39; John xx. 9;
Luke xxii. 37.

And this divine necessity 15, 1n ver. 47, lad upon us. The
Gospel must be preached among all nations, Christ's
Church must be a missionary Church.  Here is the respon-
sibility laid upon us. What are we doing to fulfit it? Ttis
the Gosjxl of Repentance. This s the sinner’s part.
Turn away from sin—turn to God.

It is the Gospel of the Remission of sins, the fcl, free,
forgiveness which is to be sought, and which is sure to be
obtained, in the name of Jesus. There 1s no salvation in
anyothername. Acts xiii. 38; Eph, i.7; Col.i. 14; 1 Pet. ii. 24.

This Gospel was to be preached to all nations; all need
it; it is adapted to all. 'llhcrc is no limit; but frecness, {ul-
ness and sufficiency.

But they weie to begin at Jerusalem. This would

rove the fidelity of the disaples, who would then face

hrist’s bitterest enemies; the £tk and poiver of the Gospel,
because there the events, 11 was clamied, took place, and
there were the hardencd ones who sejected Jesus; and the
Jove of Lhrist, because 1t was to be first offered to thase who
slew him.

2. Puroer is the other great qualification of witnesses, ver.
49. No machinery, no capaaity, no knowledge, can be of
use without power,  How weak and powerlessare even men
who have been so long with Christ until they receive this
power. It 1s power from on high, not from themselves,
although it was to Le in them and fill them; not from the
world, although it was to subdue the world; but from the
fulness of the tisen and ascended Christ to whom all power
had been given.  Matt. xxviit. 20; Isa. xxxii. 1 ;‘

It 1s power promised—the promise of the Father. It
was the promise of the Son, the promise for which Israel
looked.  Acts xxvi. 7. Then it was the promise of the
Spirit; a promise which is to us as wsll as to them.  Acts
. 39. Itas o be tarried for, not n adle, listless waiting,
but sn carnest, pra)'crful watching 2nd wawuing,  The fust
disciples were praying when the Comforter came.  Let us
%,thc samc cndowment of power and strenguh for our work.

With this promisc of the Comforter, {ohn x¥1. 7, 15 closely
connected another, ¢ the promise of His (Chnst's second)
coming.” 2 Peteriii. 4, 9, 13. A promise is something to
be claimed: and something which le who promises, being
faithfu), will perform.

11. MR ASCENSION OF CHRIST: vers. §0-53. Thus
we have at length come to the last act which appropnately
ends the redemptive work of Chust upon carth.  In Acts .
1-14, we have 2 fuller account, both from one pen, Luke's,
it was predicted in the Old Testament, Ps. . 15 Ix. 18;
and by our Lutd, John vii. 33. ( ANote 2.)

The Ascension (1) sets the seal of truth upon the tecord
concerning Him, by rounding out His carcer to completeness.
(2.) It fully attests His divinity. e came from heaven and
he returned to heaven. (3.) Tt gives us proof of the reality
of the heavenly world, and a new interestinit.  {4.) It gives
us the assurance of our own eternal reward.  **1 ga 10 pre-

are a place for you (5.) It permits all His disciples to
Knvc personal communion with 1im, which would beonly
toa few if He were here abuding on carth.  (6.) 1t adds to
the scif-rehance and strength of Chusuan charcter. The
apostles could never have become such strong samnts if Jesus
had remained with them to bear their burdens.  {7.) It puts
honour on Christian fzith in Him by leaving His followers to
tocarry forward thegreatconquest which he beganon Calvary.

RXPLANATORY NOTES.

1. Thelaw of Moses.—The five books of Moses, call-
ed the Pentateuch.  This was the first division of the Old
Testament amung the Jews, and was called the Law.  When
our Lord speaks of the ““law of Moses ™ concerning Himself,
there can be little doubt but that he points to all the types
and figures which were emblems of Himself, and speaially to
the sacufices. In the prophets. This was the second
division, and included Joshua, Judges, the four books of
Kings, and the prophets except Daniel.  In the psalms.
This was the third, aud was called the Hagiographa, or the
hoty wnungs. It comtained the Psalms, and al{ the zest of
the wanunial busks  Daniel, Esther, Ez2r2, and Nchemiah
being rechoned as one book, and the Chromicles clésing the
canon. This division of the Old Testament was in use long
before the time of Christ, and was what he referred to here:
and he meant to say that in eack of these divisions of the Old
Testament there were prophecies respecting Himself.

2. Bethany. - There is something very touching in the
fact that our Lord's ascension took place close to Bethany.
1t was near Bethany, over the Mount of Olives as st desce
to Bethany. There was a small village bordering on the
Mount of Olires, where Mary and Martha and Lazarus
dweli. Tt 1s probable that they all were present when our
Lord left the casth. Carried up into heaven, In Acts
it says, ‘‘a cfonud receivel Him ot of their sight™ There

was a manifest propncty in the last withdrawal of the Lord |

while astenuag, wot onsisting in & dugppecreace of His
body as on former vecasions since the resurrection; fot thus
might His aluding humamty be called an quesivn.  As at
was, ITe went up the visible boundary of heaven—tbe
cloud—in Awmian form; and so we think of 2nd pray to Him.

XNFoRDS OF THE SNFISE.

You cannot dream yourself into a cliaracter ; you must
hammer and forge yourself one.

Ir we want to conquer the world for the Lord Jesus Christ
we must take men one by one. - Spurgeon.

Mz seldom iunprove when they have no other models
than themselves tacopy aRer.—Goldsnith.

A PULPIT silent on temperance discredits itself as much
as & pulpit silent on dishonesty.— Aer.. Foseph Cook.

TALENTS are best nurturedd in solitude ; character is best,
formed in the stormy billows of the world, —Gorte,

TIRRE is just now a great clamor and demand for ** cul.
tare,” but it !s not so much culture that 18 necded as disai-
pline. —-SAadd.

Turky is in Christianity light cnough for those who sin-
cerely wish to sce it, and darkness enough to confound those
of an opposite disposition,—Pascal.

SUPRRSTITION makes every thing of ordinances ; nfidel-
ity, profanity and mysticism make nothing of them ; faith
uscs them according to divine appointment.—MacDonald,

MINISTERS are not like Plato and Aristotle, the origina-
tors of their own doctrnes, or the teachers of the doctnnes of
other men, but simply the dispensers of the truths which
God has revealed.— adge,

Rgnwvnos, atonement, grace, rcdcmption, a great

rdition, a great salvation, a great and divine Saviour, all

me credible when there is truly realized the idea of
sin.—7. Lewis,

No flower can blowin paradise that is not transplanted
from Gethsemane ; no one can taste of the fruit of the Tree
of Life that has not tasted of the fruit of the Tree of Cal-
vary.—Legh Rickmond.

_TuERrR are three things which the true Chnstian desires
with respect to sin . - jusuficauon, that it may nutcondemn;
sanctification, that it may not reign. and glurification, that
it may not be.—Ceci?,

Tue hding-places of men are discovered by affliction.
As one has aptly saud, ** Qur refuges are like the nests of
birds: in summer they are hidden among the green leaves,
but in winter they are seen among the naked branches.”—
F- W. Alexander.

THis seems to me a great truth, in any exile, or chaos
whatsoever, that sorrow was not given us for sorrow’s sake,
but always, and infallibly, as a lesson to us, from vhich we
are to learn somewhat, and which, the somewhat once learn-
ed, ccases to be sorrow.— Carlyle.

Husax happiness has no periect secunty but freedom;
freedom none but vistue: wvirtue none but knowledge; and
neither freedom nor virtue has any vigor or immortal ho,
except in the principles of the Christian faith, and in the
sanctions of the Christian religion.—~President Quincy.

Births, Blarvinges and Deaths.

NOT EXCEEOINC FQUR LINES 25 GENTS,

MARRIED
At the residence of the bride's mother, on 26th ult., by
the Rev William Fraser, D.D | of Bondhead, and Rev. D,
AMitchell, Adam R, Creeclman, barrister-at-law, and Maggic
Cumming, daughter of the late Rev. John Jennings, D.D.

At the residence of the Hon. D. Macdonald, Turonto, on
the 3rd inst., by the Rev. Professor Gregg, D.D., the Rev.
Robert Ure, D.D., of Godcrich, 10 Mary, widow of the late
Shemff MacDonald, of Goderich, and tinrd daughter of Mr.
James Fraser, of Inveiness, Scotland.

At the residence of the bnde's father, on the 4th day of
December, by the Rev. R. Chambers, John Bali Dow, bar-
nster-at-law, to Mary A., daughter of Dr. Gunn, of \Whitby.

DIED.

In this city on Friday, 6th inst., of pneumonia, Mr. Ben-

jamin Lyman, of Montreal, in his Ggth year.

At Georgetown on December 7th, Robert Young, Esq.
aged 68 years and 8 months.
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MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERY.

Paris.—The Presbytery of Paris will meet in Chaliners’
Church, Woodstock, on Tuesday the 17th December, at
11.30 2.m. .

HoroN. — Thes Presbyiciy meets at Clinton, unigih Jan,,
1879, at 11a.m.

Bruck. —In the Pre.byterian Church, Port Elgin, on
Tuesday, 17th December, at 2 o'cloch p m.

PeTeRBURVLGH.—Tn St Paul's Chuteh, Petaiborough,
on the third Tuesday of January.

LoNDON. - -In First Presbytenan Church, London, on the
third Tuesday in December at 2 o'clock p.m.

KincsToN.—In John Street Cluich, belleville, on first
Tuesday of January, 1879, at 7.30 p.m.

BroCKVILLR. —At Spencerville, un Tuesday, December
17th, at 3 p.m.

TorRONTO.~On the second Tuesday of January, 1879, at
11 o'clock a.m.

HaxiLToN.—~The next stated mecting will be held in
Central Church, Hamilten, on the third Tuesday of Decem.
ber, (17th,) at 11 o’clock a.m.

SAUGEEN.—In Knox Church, Hariston, on Tucsday the
17th Dec., at 2 o'clock p.m.

MoNTREAL. — This Presbytery meets in St Paul’s Church,
Montreal, on Tuesday, 21st Janua.y, 1S79.

GurLril.—In Knox Church, Galt, on the third Tuesday
of January, 1879, at 10 o’clock a.m,

Cnatitan.— This Presbytery will meet on Taesday, the
37¢h Decembed, at Chathams, in diciasde Sueet Chareh, at
11 o'clock a.m.

LANARR AND RENFREW. —On third Tuesday of January,
1879, at half-past onc, p.m.

BARRIZ.—On Tuesday, 25th January, 1879.



