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does flot speak well for our colleges. Why siould
?resbyterian congregations refuse to receive ministers
sent to tiem, as Methodist corigregations do ? Is it
because Presbyterian ministers are lcss efficient?
Few Presbyterians will admit that it is because Pres-
byterian congregations are more given to criticising
and fault-finding. If se, wliat is thc cause? Dees
tic Gospel of peace become one of strife and division
wben preacbed by Presbyterians ? or are criticising
and fauit-finding Christian graces? or is it because tbey
are more intelligent and spiritually minded that tiey
are more fastidious and difficult to please? The most
intelligent and spiritually.minded people are gene-
rally the least inclined to criticise and find fault, and
vice versa. It is in the systems tiat the difference
lies. The Methodist Churci bolds up tiechcaracter
of its ministers. The bare suggestion that a minister
in good and regular standing in the Mctliodist Churci
is flot fit to minister te an average congregation, is
presented as an insut ; while the poorest congreia-
tien in the Presbyterian Church may dlaim the right
te reject fifty ministers, and pronounce them unfit te
minister to it, and the Churcli sustains it in that riglit.
The system tends te degrade the office of the minis-
try, and in proportion as that office is degraded its
efficiency is impaired. It is argued by advocates of
the Probationers' Scheme that suci changes as tiese
proposed would infririge on the liberties of cengrega-
tiens. 1 must say that after having closely observcd
thc working of the Probationers' Sclieme for eleven
years, and tested it by actual experience, and ques-
tioned many congregatiens that have tried, I have
corne te tic conclusion tiat thc great majerity of
cengregations appreciate their liberty about as muci
as some of the electors of Tipperary are said te have
appreciated their right of suffrage.

A story is told of a priest wbo was seen on an
election day bringing a number of voters, bound in
carts, te tic polling pace, going before the carts
brandisiing his stick and crying eut, " Make way for
the free and independent electors!1" The liberty forced
on cengregatiens under the Probationers' Scheme is
prized by many of the cengregatiens just as little.
But in the scieme whici I propose it is difficult te
see how the rights of any can be infringed upon, as al
whe preferred finding their own supply te recciving it
from Presbyteries would be at liberty te do se. There
is ne part of this scieme which has net been fairly
tested by other Churches and found te work well, while
the Probationers' Scieme lias proved a conspicueus
failure. M.

MR. EDITOR,-As you have solicited correspon-
dence on this subject, permit me te give the opinion I
formed when I took appeintments from it. 1 still bold
it. It is this.

Vacancies should be divided inte three classes:
Firit, city charges which supply tbemselves, or
charges whici, in the judgment of thc Presbytery, are
entitled te - de se ; second/y, those wici are pre-
pared te cali, and desire the Presbytery te send
candidates ; thir-dty, tiose wbich are net prepared
te call, but desire supply for a time.

There should also be two classes of probationers:
First, those wio desire te appear as candidates
for immediate ýýsettlernent ;1 secondly, these wbo,' are
willing te go for a time into congregations net pre-
pared te caîl at once.

Eaci vacancy in the second class sbouîd be ai-
lowed six mentis te caîl, and if it cannot agree on a
minister, tlien the Presbytery should select and settle
one over it. Vacancies in the third class sbould be
allowed six mentis te be in a position te call, tien
placed in the second class.

There is ne patronage in tic Presbyterial choice
and settlement of a minister, as suggested. The
practice is of long standing in the Churci of Scotland,
and tic principle is tiat adopted by the Episcopal
and Methedist Churches. Nor is it inconsistent witi
the princ-iples of tlie early sercesin-tie Free annd

THE NON-SOCIABJLITY 0F CONGREGiI-
TIO NS.

This evil dees exist,' but we are tiankful in but few
of our Churches. Wbere lurking, wliy not stamp it
eut? Perhaps nothing tends te weaken if net kill
spiritual life s0 mucb as class distinction, or tic
narrow limits 50 often laid dewn by worldly wealtb
wien riches alone are tic consideratien.

Tie minister may be-generally is-faitiful, earnest,
rightly dividing tic word of life ; but witi bis iands
tied, and al bis efforts bampered by tuis unfortunate
element amongst bis people, lic finds bis work dur-
tailed ; tiat he can do comparativcly little te arouse
a truc and abiding interest in what sliould abeve al
else be interesting-a dloser communion witb Him we
profess te serve. Is tuis fair te tic paster ? Is it fair te
tic membership ? We opine net.

Wealti is bestowed by tic Giver of geed for a
purpose very different te a gross absorbing pride in
tic riches tiemselves, and those wbo are beset and
overcome hy suci pride invariably forget that nothing
tends more te binder growtb in grade, or tiat their
bretiren wbo are poorer in tic tiings of tuîs world-
whom tbey look at afar off-are likcly te possess a
larger sharc of riches whici neyer fade nor take te
thcmselves wings. Besides, tic poor, being free of
tiese bonds, arc drawn with a greater love te Him
who is King of kings, and wio bas Elimself declarcd
tiat He is peculiarly tic friend, brother, sympathizer
of those wbo arc mcek, lowly, and of a contrite
mind.

Is it net sad te find a churci crowded Sunday after
Sunday, drawn thither by tic icartburning appeals
and faitiful ministrations of a dcvoted servant of God,
spiritually dcad, wiere one-baîf stand aloof from and
are as strange te tic otier as if a gulf came be tween?
Tiink of a family se constituted!1 Just imagine tic
misery and misunderstanding under sudi a rooftree!
And wiat is a congregatin-in name at least-but one
large family, dcclaring itself bound together in loving
obediencette cone loving Fatier? We know of cases
wlicre this estrangement se predeminates, tbat actually
tiose sitting in contigueus pews have for years, tirougi
false pride, neyer excbanged even tiecocmmon cour-
tesies of life. Ibis is fearful wien wc know tiat ahl
are alike in thc sight of God, and that He is ne dis-
tinguisher of persens. Suci being tic case, surely it
is time tiat reserve and walls of division be broken
down. Let us so determine, and, by a truer service
te tic Almigity, encourage tic pastor's iands, givirig
him more abundant fruits for bis labours, and by a
genuine soul.stirring revival-an awakening te wliat
tends te our lasting good-grant him tiat reward for
whici lie craves, thus making tic congregational
family happy beyond time, unitcd icre and bereafter.

We commend tiese thouglits te tice prayerful con-
sideration of eur membersiip, but above ail te tiose
wio feel they are specially addressed, and for wiom
tbey are affectionately written. If se pondered ever,
it is net difficult te foresce springing inte ife tiat
glorious life wiich governed tic early Ciristians, wiile
every Churci will be streng numerically besides, what
is of more price, strang in tic strcngth of our common
faiti and tic promises ef a risen Lord,. May tiat
day soon corne! J B. H.

Ottawa, May', 1882.

KNOX COLLEGE.

MR. EIDITOR,-A recent appeal on behaîf of tic
Building Fund centains tic statement tiat a deit of
$26,000 stlll remains on tic Building Fund and $io,-
000 on tic ordinary revenue. Suci a statement is
fitted te awaken considerable enquiry, if net a little
anxiety. Some time ago a report was publisied te
the cffect tiat tic debt on tic Building Fund was fully
provided for, and on tiat ground appeals wcre made
from otier directions ; but if provided for, iow dees
such a debt still remain ? Was it only subscribed and
still te be collected, with ail tiecocnsequent loss by

and the last report of the college of a sister cliurcý
shows how Victoria bas been remembered. Is Oîd
Knox to be left out in the cold ? Ras flot lier strelg*~
been ber weakness? Is it flot so now ? Do the alurnl'
and lier friends act as if she could live anyway, aiid
therefore just let lier live ? Surely not, and yet there
must be a cause for the app.arent apatby. We Cl
attention to some of the difficulties witb which J.Co
College bas contended, and stili bas te contend: Fuitt
lier incomne bas bad to bear considerable dimilutiOfl
for several yearq without a sufficient compensatiln;
an annuity of considerable size ; then a certain allO"r
ance to Montreal College, and Iatterly a sbare to
Queen's; in short, its ftiends and territory bave beCO10
common property, and thus the sympatliy of ber frieflds
bas been frittered away, and no sinali amount Of W
terest lost ; indeed the distinctive interest infl1O
te a large extent bas ceased. Now, do we find tii0
other colleges pursuing se s uicidai a course

By no means. Montreal College,-witli praisewofthl
activity, works lier own field. Queen's has If00"
certainly improved the fact of union, and takeni 1
ber arms the wlîole west, and lauded th ie
of a permanent endowment tilI ail the fruitful fe
had been gatbered-at the same time receiving tii0

share fromn the general fund. But Knox bas e
going on the old way, ber debt the meanwhilC 100
decreasing-sometimes, indeed, increasing. But «bat
is the latest phase of difficulty ? The panacea fo
college trouble, the union plan of last year, and o
wbich not a few of the friends of Knox Colleg ý3
serious objection, lias been suddenly and witho t

notification abandoned, and a new scheme starte
which vitually cuts the ground from under 1<50%'
We refer to the atternpt to raise a new and ete
support for Queen's by yearly payrnents. Appeals bh'#
been made for these yearly payments indiscrin'll
to ail parties. Sucli appeals, if responded to as tlil
have been, mnust of very necessity curtail the ordiO$"
revenue to the college fund. If the quota wh''
Queen's received from the general fund was foutil I
be insufficient, wby flot appeal to the Generai -rP

sembly, and be loyal to the arrangement tili the A
sembly met ? There is ne doubt whatever týhaetb
friends of Knox College will become beartily 5ick5 4
college work and college collections if the proceiio
to be a common grab-bag as spoil for every one 0
puts in a dlaim ; and it seems very clear that the oe

bas corne when a decided effort should be put fore
by the friends of Knox College te put ber in 01
independent position, and beyond the reacli Of a
stant bleeding analogous to transfusion in hs
science. Tbis may appear selfish; it is only sel -
vation ; and the sooner the college authorities0

alive to the necessities of the case the better.
PATIENT WATC115Z

PRESBYTERY 0F STRATFORD.-Tbi5 court nt0
the 3oth uit. in the churcli in Nissouri SouthJiSI'OJ
induction of Mr.* J. W. Purman, and for ordilSrY b

ness. At the induction services Mr. McAlpi1l'a
sided, Mr. Tully preacbed, Mr. Gordon addret,
the minister, and Mr. Robert Scott the people, 00i
congregatien turned largely eut, the services were -t
excellent, and the whole occasion was one of I
and promise. A circular on the proposed recePtO «0
the ministry of the Churcli of Mr. J. A. eD0o
read. Mr. Robert Scott was appointed Corn01i'd
to General Assembly in place of Mr. Wrighti
Resolutions of petitioners fromn Blanchiard '~
on the table tili next meeting. The overture to t th$
eral Assembly anent colleges, laid on the table -l
Mardh meeting was taken up and ufla,'
adopted in the terms following :-" Wbe0%di,
highly important that the Church bave il
control of the education of its future miniSt1cf b

as the appointment and removal of TheOlO9i jf
fessors in Queen's College is in the powet of a
elected B oard, and these Professors are 5 O1 11 e

contrl ofthe Curci wheeas teofathC
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