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PRECEPTS INSVITING AND IMPORTANT.

V'ine ie the only gift or coniodity, ofwlîiclî overy tunat Who lives, liés juet tliÔ

"aine sucre. The p)aeeing day ie exactly or the sumo dimensions t0 eech of us,
an.d by no conlrivaîtco cun nny uite of us extend ils duratloît by so îîîuclî ae a mnute
or a second. li is not like a sum of môney, wvhicl wve can employ it trit1de, or put
(lut ai interest, und iliereby add te, or mnultiply ils emouint. ite unountjeu u natter-
able. Weecnttiot even keep ilby u. Wholitlîer we viiior 110,weVO 1051spend il;
and ait our powes over it, therefoIre, consiuis i te manner in which i je spent.
Part with it wu must; but wve nioy give il eltlier for soinetlîing or l'or nollîing. ls
mode of escaping from u8, howoer, hein- very subte anîd silent, wve ac cxceed-
itigIy api, because wvodo not féel ir pesing out of our hand like sp much told coin,
Io forgez, ihet wie arc parting with itet ail; and thus, from mere heotilessnesi the
precious possession je allowed tu Slow eavny, ne if it wero e llîing of no value. Tine
flIrst sni principal rule, therefore, in regard tu the ecnnomizing n. riglît cmplny*
ment of time, is tu hubitunte ourselvos t0 watch il.

"Tite hours arc viewless angels,
That stjîl go glidinr by,

And bear eacb minute's record up
To Hlm -vbo nits on higli.

Ami we %vho îvlk among them,
As one hy one departs,

Se not that lhcy are hovering,
For laver round our hearts.

Like summer-bçeg. that hover
Aroun.] the idîs flowvere,

They galber every c and. tlîought,
Those vieiwless angel hours. **

But stjîl they seel the record,
And bear ilr fer esvay ;

Their mniskion fligbt, by day by ni-ht,
No magie power cen eray.

And] as %ve eptend each minute,
Vlhich Go.] t0 un bath given,

The dec.]., are known before hie Ilîrone,
Tite tale je toI.] in heti7cn.

Theee bee-liko Igours wve sec 1101,
Nor heur their noiseleus wi tges;

MIVe only feel 100 oft ivhen floivn,
Thar they have ieit tîteir etinga.

So tetch me, lleaveniy Fether,
To mcet ecd fiying hour,

The1t ae &bY go, illey mey fnot show,
Mhy heart a poiton-flower.

So, wlien death hrings ils mhadows,
The boums thirl linger lest,

Shall bear my hopes on nngel's wiugs,
Unretrere] by the past,"3

Il lt esotMt boat of Cicero thet hie philosophical studies lied nover interfered wvith
the services ho owcd the rcpublic; and] thatliho ha.] only dedicate.] ta thcmn the hours
wbich otbera gave to their %valks, their repsts, and their ploasures. Looking oiti hie
voluminous labors, -%ie are surpriseil ut this observation; hoiv honorable il is to him,
that hie varions philosophmicci wvorks bear the tiles of tho différent villas ho possessed ;
witich chows they wcre ceniposed in thoir respective retiremonts. Cicero muai have
bien au cariy riscr1 anti must have practisetia amagie uti of exnployiing hit rime îO as
io multiply bis tinys.'J

IlKnowk4de, wvhite ir je cssontially power, is intlirectly ziut, anti can berdly bea c-
qûîred witioutlieexertion ofscvernl hig-hmoralqualitice. Somo dîstlnguithcd soholars
have tîo doubt bca bad mon, but wce do flot know how much -ývorsoîthêy aligt lhave
Lceon, but for their love oflcarning, %vhich tu tic extont it di.] operate upox their dia-
raclers, must bave becti beneficial. A genoino relisit for intellectuel onjoymonls ta ne-
tuoeflý as lnconsistenr -witk a devotion to tho coarser gratiications of sense, as tho
habit ofassiduous sîudy is to tbar dissipation of lime and. titought atnd facultyi rvhich a
lire orvieiots'pleaai;c irnplies.

Knowlcilgo is also lappLitssu. An.] were lis pursuit notiting baller tlian niere amuse-
nment, it would deservc tho prcfcrenco over ail othor amusements, on ntany accounis.
0fltese, the chief iç, that il must becomo somcihing better ihan an amusement, musi
invigorc te mina], anti refie, and elevate tho charactar. So flir 11rom losiig any part
of ils zest rvhh rime, the longer it je know.n, te bitter il is lovcd. It may ho resortotl
to by ail, ini ail circumtaties; hy borh sexes; by rte )young tnt the olti; in tovtx er
L. the country; l'y lin whlo lias only lus stolen haif-hour 10 give 10 il, nd by Iiim who


