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unprincipled man, just to save a little money? I have told her
that one soul is worth more than all the money in the world ;
and how will she believe me when she sees us turn roundand
sell her child ?—sell him, perhaps, to certain ruin of body and
soul 17 :

“J know it,—I dare say ;—but what’s the use of all this 7—I
can’t help myself—either they must go, or all must. Haley has
come into possession of a mortgage, which if I don’t clear off with
him directly, will take everything before it.  }'ve raked, and
scraped,and borrowed, and all but begged,~—and the price ofthese
two was needed to make up the balance, and T had to give them
up. Haley fancied the child ; he agreed to settle the matter
that way, and no other. I was in his power, and /ad to do it.
It you feel so to have them sold, would it be any better to have
afl sold 77

Mrs. Shelby stood like one stricken. Finally, turning to
her toilet, she rested her face in her hands, and gave a sort of
groan.

#'This is God’s curse on slavery !—a bitter, bitter, most ac-
cursed thing! a curse to the master and a curse to the slave !
I was a fool to think I could make anything good out of such a
deadly evil. 1t is a sin to hold a slave under laws like ours,—I
always felt it was,—I always thought so when I was a girl,—I
thought so still more after I joined the church ; but I thought I
could gild it over,—I'thought, by kindness, and care, and in-
struction, I could make the condition of mine better than free-
dom—fool that I was 1*

“ Why, wife, you are getting to be an abolitionist, quite.”

¢ Abolitionist ! if they knew all I know about slavery they
might talk! We don’t need them to tell us ; you know I never
thought that slavery was right—never feit willing to own
slaves” . . .

T have n’t any jewelry of any amount,” she added, thought.
fully ; “but would not this watch do something 7—it was an ex-
pensive one, when it was bought. If I could only at least save
Eliza’s child, I would sacrifice anything 1 have.” )

“I’m sorry, very sorry, Emily,” said Mr. Shelby, “I’m sorry
this takes hold of you so ; bat it will do no good. The fact is,
Emily, the thing’s done ; the bills of sale are already signed,



